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Shot first

A TOP Hamas tve,
found dead a1 the sc?n:gl ofe;
car bomb explosion on Sop-
day in Remallsh, was shot
before the blast was trig-
gered by remote conool,

security officials said
did not say who killed Mo-

leaders biamed Jsrael. Israsli
Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahy denied the al-
legations. )

Harnas retaliated with four
suicide bombings after its
chief bomb-maker, Yehiya
Ayyash, was assassinated in
January 1996 m an opera-
tion widely attributed to Is-
rael :

Sharif, 32, was seen as
Ayyash's heir, and lsrael
beld bim responsible for iwo
spicide bombimgs in Je-
rusalem in July and Sep-
tember 1997. He topped Is-
rael’s most wanted list and
has been in hiding for the
past few years.

Death threats

THE WRITER and director
of a controversial  Israch
docomentary abomt armed
Palestinian acts against Is-
rael in the 1970s has re-

ceived more than 20 anon- |-

ymouas tef death

Palestinian pathologists and |
terday. Palestinian officials |
Whiyed.i:ne Sharif but Hamas |.

. there has been no

ard times ahead’

_ FolloWing the failure of Dennis Ross’s latest mission, Arab diplomacy moves inio high gear to arrange an Arab mini-summit

Yasser Arafat met in the Red Sea resort of Sharm E-
Sheikh for talks yestenday, diplomatic sources said ef-
forts were ymderway to-amange an Arab mini-sapunit
- before the end of this month. C
The Mubarak-Arafat tafks. zs well as the mijni-

. summit, have the same objective: taking stock of the-

year-long deadlock in. peace-making and charting the

~ fture course of Arab diplomacy.

_“The idea of 2 summit is hanging In the air aod is
likely 10 iand at any time,” a diplomatic source said,
following the failure of American envoy Dennis Ross,

on his latest visit to the region, to persuade Prime .

Minister Binyamin Netanyahm 1o soften his posiion.

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, after she was
briefed by Ross upon his retorn 1o Washington, said
in the peace process
but the United States wounld “keep making sure that
the process moves forward.™

“Ambassador Ross went out there with some ideas
in order to try and namow the gap and there has been
some progress a2¢ a result of his most recent wip. Bot
-it"s not nearly epough, I thipk, for us-to say that there
has been a breakfhrough.” Albright said-

“It is important thar there has been some movement,
but we also have to make very clear that there is a lev-
¢l of frustration both here and in the Middle East be-
cause the stalemate has gone on,” she said.

As President Hosni Mobarzk and Palestinian leader -

House came one day after her spokesman raised the
option of ending US peace-making efforts in the Mid-
die East if the diplomaric stalemate persists.

Asked w assess Washington's next steps afier Ross

- renmrned from the region, State Department spokes-

man -James Rubin said Monday: “There are many op-
tions, and one option has always been to disengage.”™

Albright somded a more positive note on Toesday,
sayiog the US wouid continue o push the Israelis and
Paléstinians w break their deadlock on the West Bank
and anti-terrorism security measures.

“Obviously, we are concerned about the fact that for
a year now there has been a stalemate,” she said. “We
want to keep making sure thar the process moves for-
ward and that the gaps are narrowed.™

According to diplomatic sources in Cairo. the Amer-
ican ideas Ross hronght 1o the region fell far shon of
Palestinian expectations. And yet, Netanyahu found
them unacceptable umder the pretext the Americans
demanded from the Israelis moch more than they
could offer. '

In the words of one diplomat, “the moment of truth™
has arrived and also the moment for Arab action. Ef-
forts are underway to convene ap Arab mini-sumanit,
likely to group Egypt. Syria and Sandi Arabia, before
the end of this month.

To make preparations for the summnmit, high-level
meetings are expected in the coming two weeks. sim-
iler to 2 meeting in Riyadh last Monday that was at-

tended by the foreion mipisters of Egvpt. Syriz and
Saudi Arabia as well as Lebanese Prime Minister Ra-
fiq Hariri.

“Meetings and consuitations will be intensified.”
and they will not be confined 10 these three countries
and the Palestinians. but will also include other Arab
stawes, a source said. These meatings will decide the
venue and size of the summiz as well as the “language
and tone™ that will emerge from it, the source added.

In another possible scenario, tha sugmmut will be ex-
panded to include — in addition 1o EgypL Syria and
Saudi Arabia — Lebanon. Jordan, Pzlestine and Mo-
rocco.

“The Syrians have been pushmg for this summit for
some time because they believe that there is a need to
re-assess the situation in the peace process and Saondt
Arabia was not to the id=a,” a sonrce said.

Now, Egypi is coavinced thas closer inter-Arab co-

ordination is necessary o prepare for the “hard times”™
ahead as a result of the conrinving sialemate, the
source added.,
- Asked abour she Egvpian position op the latest
American ideas, a source said: “We have been ad-
vising the Palestinians to lister to whar the Americans
are offering. But we simply caneol encourage or per-
suade them 1o accept something that thev do not see
as good enoughs; it is something that we also don't see
as good erough”

According 1o Foreign Minister Amr Moussa, the

threats hate calls
over the past three
weeks from Jewish
radicals, the Jerusalem
Post  reporied  yes-
terday. Ronit Weiss-
Berkowitzs film, Path
of Terror — Biladi Bi-
ladi, is 1o be aired on
Sunday on Israel's
Channel One public
TV station as part of a
22-part  documentary
series i the
50th anniversary of the
creation of Israel in
1948, .
Weiss-Berkowitz

said the desth threats
began after her name
was pablished in a §
newspaper article fol- - &8
lowing the resignation
of the presenter of the

estinjan vision of Is-
rael as the enemy. he
Other episodes in-
series have also been QB
the focus of angry pro- §
tests from rigm-w];nlzi 3
Isreeli gromps which -
have objected 10 the’
amount of attention be-
ing focused on fthe
plight of Palestinjan
Ambs following the.
loss of their land, -

Palace maps -
THE FIRST visits to six lra-
qi presidential palaces by
UN ams experts have
achieved their objective ‘;:
technically mapping
Ambassador
Jayantha Dhanapala, head of
the diplomatic corps mon-
itoring the inspections, said
yesterday. He added ihat the
inspectors would visit two
more palaces in Baghdad be-
fore winding up their mis-
sion in the next few days.
However. UN sanclions
will ot be lifted untl the in-
spectors certify that Iraq is
bereft of all weapons of
mass destruction and is un-
able 1o make any more, AP

from the Iragi authorities.
Printing ban
THE General Authority for

Free Zones and Investmenis | -

has banned primers located
in duty-free zooes fmn';

inti newWSpapers  an
;mmga;%s of any kind and
in any language. -

Thz poblishing ban an-
nounced on Tuesday will af-
fect more than 30 offshore
publications in both Arabic
and English — most of them
licensed outside the country
— tha have taken ad-
vaniage of lower free zone

The decree prevents these
publications being printed,
bt doas not prohibit thelr
distribution in Egypt, nor
that of other foreign publica~
tions.

-Albright’s comments to reporters at the White

Py

officials said.

saying.

imous.

agreement with Lebanon.

ones, with Lebanon.

ohoto: Sherif Sonbol  Hizbullah group.

ISRAEL'S inner security cabinel yes-

terday adopted UN Security Council Res-  dressing a news conference in Abu Dha-
olution 425 calling for Israel to withdraw  bi, said yesterday Lebanon would not
its roops from southern Lebanon, Israeli  open negotiations with lsrael on security

“They adopted it within the frame-
work of the need for adequate security with Israel if it wanis (o withdraw from
guarantees,” Rewvters quoted Isracli gov-  southern Lebapon,” Hrawi said. “Israel
emment spokesman Moshe Fogel as  must implement UN Resolution 425 and

According 1o the Associated Press, the
vote marked a fundamental change i
raeli policy, with the government for the saying any pullback must be linked to an
first time agreeing to withdraw troops agreement on the Golan Heights.
without first reaching a formal peace

American ideas, if they are 1o be workable, should be
“balanced and consistent with the signed agreements.”

Obvionsly, they were nor Palestinian cabinet mio-
ister Nabil Shaath said, following a meeting with
Mopssa in Cairo on Monday, “On every point [that
was suggested by the Americans] we had questions
that peeded answers and explanations.™

The Palestinians’ “problems™ with the American
ideas are oot only about the scope and quality of the
overdue second Israeli redeplovment from the West
Bapk. More alarming for them is that they do not have
American guarantees that there will be a third re-
deployment, that should be carried out next June, be-
fore the two sides embark on the fmal status pego-
Hations,

The US also wams the Palestinian Authority 10 com-
mit itself to some tough anti-resistance measures that
could erode Arafar’s popularity.

As for Israeli sewlement activities in the occupied
lands, the American initiative fell short of the mini-
mum acceplable to the Palestinians. There was not
even a clear reference 1o a proposed gradual slow-
down of settlement building that should come to a halt
once tbe final starus negotiations open, a source said.

{see p.5)

Dina Ezxat in Cairo,
Nevine Khalil in Sharm ElSheikh,
Wire dispaiches

Conditional withdrawal?

Lebanese President Elias Hrawi, ad-

arrangements.
“There will be no negotations at afl

the United Natiops should enforce this

Israe] bas made any withdrawal from resolution. There should be no condi-
the 15km deep southern Lebanon occupa-  tons.”
tion zone copditional on Lebanese secnr-
ity guaraniees to prevent guemilla atracks  said in Beirut: “This offer is not new.
on 1ts northern border. A political source  ‘This is a ploy. They want 1o change the
said the inper cabinet vole was uman- terms of Resolotion 425 and force Leb-

Lebanese Foreign Minister Fares Bouez

anon to start security negobations.”
Syria, the main power broker in Leb-

in Is- anom, also opposes the Isracli proposal,

The Israeli cabmnet's decision came at a
time when the peace talks with the Pal-

But AP also said that it was not im- estinians were hopelessly deadlocked and
mediately clear whether the cabinet de- Netanyahu's critics have said he is nsing
cision, beyond its symbolic value, would the Lebanon issue to deflect attention
bring Israel any closer to a withdrawal.

UN Resolution 423 calls for a umilateral
Israeli pullback, but Defence Minister on Syrian and Lebanese acquiescence
Yirzhak Mordechai szid he wounld only was a non-staner,
order a withdrawal after having reached
security understandings, aibeit informal oaly on condition of an agrcement with

from the Palestinian track.
Critics said any withdrawal dependem

“If the plan means leaving Lebanon
Lebanon and Syria, regretfully it wil! not

Ysrael wants the Lebanese army to de- happen,” said legislator Yossi Beilin
ploy tn southern Lebanon to prevent at-  from the opposition Labour Party and a
tacks on northern Istacl by the Shi'ite leading advocate of a unilateral with-

drawal.

"~ According to Nabil Abdel-Samie, the

| Face-lifl: |
- for Hanging

Visitors to the Hanging Church in Old
Cgiro this Easter will be treated fo an
onexpected scene. -Piles of sand, eqnip-
ment and wachinery are in the back-
yard of the 4th century chorch and the

‘adjacent Coptic Museum, indicating

that an ambiticus restoration pro-
gramme is onderway. :

The. project, which will take 20
months and cost LE23 million, in-
volves more than 500 workers, en-
gineers and antiquities expests.

The deteriorating condition of the
church had forced its pastor, Father
Morqos Aziz, wo file & lawsnit against
the governmeni Jast year, complaining
of what he called “deliberate neg-
ligence™ — a charge that was hotly de-
pied by antiquities officials.

The restoration programme, begun a
few weeks ago, is “a sign that the gov-
ernment .Cares abc:;tmﬂ},ﬁ _Mmalﬂher-
itage, regardless gion,” ture
ﬁifﬁster Farouk Hosni said. “We are
restofing 2 most importent monument
thet fgures promicendy m Egyptias
history and that is bome to a rare col-
lection of icons and frescos.” ]

. The church is built on a spot which,
according -to ‘legend, was part of the

- ropte taken by the Holy Family during

the flight to Egypt. It rests atop the two
southwestern bastions of the Roman
fortress of . Babylon, Threatened by
subwuancanwmand'poor drainage.
the church suffered additional damage

. from the October 1992 carthqnake. As

a result, columns began to lean and the
ground began subsiding.

As restoration work continues on the Hanging
-Church, long submerged monuments, such as
the gate of Amr lbh Al-’Aas, above, are

- . reappearing. Omayma Abdel-Latif reports

engineer in charge of the project, the
major challenge in the restoration pro-
gramme is the “de-watering”™ work —
boinging down the Jevel of sub-
fefranean waier,

“The first stage of the project focuses
on binging down the water-level be-
low the church and the fort,” Abdel-
Samie told Al-Akram Weekly. This, be

‘added, should be dope very carefully

because a failore of the church's foun-
dations could threaten the whole
church with collapse.

Consequently, special techniques and
state-of-the-ait equipment are being
used for the first time. Electronic sen-
sors have been attached to the most se-
rious of some 150 cracks that have ap-

in the church’'s walls and
ceiling. “These semsors are linked to
computers which record the movement
of the cracks every homr,” said Aftiya
Bekheit Aziz, survey control manager
of the project “This allows us to mon-
ftor the movement of the cracks while
the de-watering process is going on, 50
that. we may know whether this pro-
cess is adversely affecting the founda-
tions.™ .

hgll.hq waier-level is l?d‘g:ecl. arl;
c ogical components o chure
which have been submerged for years
upder layers of mud are seeing the
light of day. These include five marble

- sieps leading down to the quay-where

Romar boats once moored.

“These steps were last seen in J882."
said Abdel-Samie, “They appear in the
old maps of the fortress but they have
been covered by water since then.”

Ancther archaeological componeng
that has re-emerged is a gate below the
church, which has come to be known
as the pate of Amr Jon Al-'Aas, the
Arab- congueror of Egypt. Before the

‘restoration work began, only the upper

wooden parts were visible while the re-
majpder of the iron gaie remained sub-

The restoration pro e will be
completed:at the beginning of the year
2000, in time for celebrations marking
the start of the third mitlenniurn.

“We should be able 10 win a large
chunk of the world’s religious tourism,
as we approach the year 2000, becanse
Egypt is home to many sites where the
Holy Family took shelier.” an an-
tliquities official said. “The Hanging
Chﬁ-:h is one of them.” nich

restoration programme, Whicl

also involves work on an annex of the
Coptic Museum and the remains of a
Roman wall is part of a larger scheme
o preserve the moguments of Old Cai-
ro. The government has given its stamp
of approval 10 a scheme by the Amer-
ican Research Centre to tern the area,
which includes the Amr Ion Al-"Aas
Mosqgue, the ic churches around it
and the Synaﬁuhc of Ben Ezra, imto
the world’s first complex of monothe-
tstic religions. Restoration work on the
SYDagogue was completed recently and
is continuing at the mosque.

The mext targets for restoration will
be the other mosques and churches in
the ares, said Abdallah El-Atiar, bead
of the Islamic monvments department
at the Supreme Council of Antigities.

Congressional _
bill A card holder is also entitled to receive a deposit card as well as
. arouses balance inquiries and statements
Copts’ ire For more information, contact the head office on 1113 Cornich EINil, Cairo
2 Tel: 750994 - 5753165 - 5753109

Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt

S.A.E. _
Do you have to go to the bank each time you need
one of its services?

Never mind working bours and holidays; Faisal Bank's automatic
teller machine card enables you to deal with the bank 24 hours a day.
Card holders will benefit from the following services:

- Foreign currency exchange at the free market rate
- Cash deposits and withdrawal

- Account transfers

- Balance inquiries

- Requesting cheque and account books

- Demanding bank cheques or letters of guarantee

A card holder can issue cards to a specfic person, allowing him to
benefit from all services except writing cheques.

A card holder can also issue cards to his wife, sons or other relatives
who will be entitled to receive specified amounts of money.
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2 Home

he House Intermational Relations Com-

mittee vored 31-5 last week in support of

a controversial bill that seeks 1o stem re-

ligious persecation worldwide. The bill
could lead to the imposition of sanctions
against dozens of America’s allies. friends and
trading partners.

The committee approval was the first step in
the process of the passage of the so-called Free-
dom from Religious Persecution Act. to which
the Clinton administration is sroagly opposed.

The bill must now go to the Commitiee on
Banking, the Judiciary Committce and the
House Ways and Means Committee. It is not
;:Icpected to come to the House floor until mid-

ay.

The bill did not gain immediate and un-
conditional support from members of the Inter-
national Relations Commirtee. During a lengthy
debare. several legislators raised objections
with some saving that the use of sanctions
against other countries was extreme.

As a result. two amendments were intro-
duced. The first introduced the office of re-
ligious persecution. to be located at the State
Department. Iis director will determine which
countries actively persecute members of a par-
ticular religious group. which permit such ac-
dvity and which actively oppose such per-
secution. The director would recommend
sanctions to the secretary of state against of-
fending countries. If the sanctions are ap-
proved, such counties would be barred from
receiving US exports.

The president could waive the sanctions for
no longer than a year for reasons of national se-
curity or if he determines that such a waiver
“will substantially promote the purpose of th
Iegalisation.” .

A senior State Department official wamed
that “even the threat of sanctions, which might
ultimately be waived by the president, could
undermine delicate US foreign policy calcula-
tions.”

The second amendment shifted the re-
sponsibility for determining sanctions from the

Revitalising the press code

office director 1o the secretary of state. and de-
leted the names of a long fist of countries ac-
cused of practising religious persecution.

Sgll. a long road lies ahead before the bill
gains final Congressional approval.

The Clinton adminisration first expressed
opposition to the bill last year. Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright sent a letter to the
commitice explaining the political and econom-
ic damage the US conld suffer if the bill was
approved. The letter was seni before the bill
was amended

The bill is sponsored by Rep. Frank R. Wolf
and Sen. Arlen Specter. The draft was authored
by Michae] Horowitz. a top bmdget official dur-
ing the Reagan administration.

Rep. Malt Salmon, who opposes the bill, said
that Washington should look at religious per-
secution on a case-by-case basis. rather than
within the broad outlines of the bill.

“It is as if we believe we can legislate a
change in the human heart,” Salmon said.

Horowitz, 2 one-time Yeshiva University stu-
dent, aroused the wrath of Christian groups
over reports that fellow Christians abroad are
being persecuted for their faith. Both sides
have led a crusade. The campaign triggered
fierce opposition from the foreign policy es-
tablishment and the business community,
whose representatives argued that economic
sanctions rarely accomplish anything other than
cause US companies to lose out to foreign
competitors. Indeed, a coalition of more than
600 companies and trade associations was
formed under the name USA-Engage to lobby
against the use of sanctions.

“It is clearly the wrong tool for promoting re-
ligious tolerance.” satd Frank Kittredge, pres-
ident of the National Foreign Trade Council.

He noted that the Nadonal Council of
Churches recognises that the legisiation could
uldmately do more karm than good.

Committee Chairman Benjamin Gilman said
the bill sends “a long-overdue signal to re-
pressive governments that coatinued religious
persecution will pot go unpunished.™

Congressional bill
arouses Copts’ ire

rominent Coptic figures, responding to
the American bill, vowed to oppose any
US attempt to meddle in their affairs and
called for & national dialogue to address
any problems within a domestic framework.
Fahmi Nashed, a lawyer who represents the
liberal Wafd Party in the Shura Comncil, ac-
cused the US Congress of bowing to Zionist
pressure. “Since the Islamic conquest of Egypt
14 centuries ago. Muslims and Christians have
been closely united, as one force, against many
enemies, ranging from the Crusaders and the
French to the Israeli aggression. This aggnes-
sion continues to target Egypt because of its
staunch defence of Arab rights,” Nashed told
the council last Sunday.
Nashed said that Egyptians were the first to
raise the national unity mouo: ‘Religion for
God and the Homelard for AlL’ :
“We raised this slogan during the 1919 Rev-
olution when we were able o foil Britain's at-
tempt to drive a between Copts and Mus-
lims. But it seems that the US Congress has oot
read this page of Egypr’s bistory,” Nashed said.
Nashed also lashed out against Coptic ex-
patriates living in the United States for dis-
seminating false information about the alleged
persecution of Copts in Egypt.

Presidential Adviser Osama El-Baz, in an in- .

terview published on Sunday by the London-
based newspaper Al-Hayai, rejected ailegatons
that Copts were treated as second-class citizens
or denied their rights. have the same
rights and duties as Muslims,” EI-Baz said.

On Tuesday, the newspaper Al-Shoab, mouth-
piece of the Islamist-oriented Labour Party,
published a full-page “statement to the pation™,
and signed by 92 peopie, mostly Coptic journal-
ists, historians, university professors apd busi-
nessmen.

“We don’t deny that Copts are facing prob-
lems to which attension shoold be paid and we
urge officials to solve these problems, bat only
within an Egyptian framework,” the statement
said. “We reject US interference because this
will adversely affect the historic relationship

i Ca m% . I;ikrm
Many i 1 ing o Al
Weekly. shm?:dc the same sentiments. “The frony
of it all is that the US ciaims 1o defend relisious
freedom — by threatening to impose sanctions,”
said Samir Morgos, secretary-peneral of the Mid-
dle East Churches Coumcil. - .
Morqos said he traced the anti-Egypt camipaign
in the US 10 1995 when a Zionist lawyer, Mi-
chael Horowitz, published an article in the Wall
Street Journal, urging the US administration to
defend Christians living in Isiamic countries who
are hanned from exercising their religions rights.
In the months that followed, Literature on the
persecution issue began to build up, Morqos said.
*The Zionist connection in this affair cannot be
ignored Those who launched the campaign have
connections with the Christian Unio;: ‘r'«:u.mcla1 -
tion, an orgamisation- which is completely sop-
portive of Israel.” ' _
According 1o Youssef Sedhom, editor-in-chief
of Waiani, Egypt’s only Coptic' newspaper, the
cxmpaign aims at weakening the state system and
the national church while imposing American

hegemony. - ) . ]
It should be made clear that the Islamic coun-
tdes, and Arab countties in particular, which are

homie to strong national church establishments,”

will come ynder pressure 10 allow missionaries to
work freely,” Sedbom said. “This is part of a plan
to revive the wtaditional relationship between
economy, culmre and religion.™

A US Embassy source in Cairo conceded that
the bill amounts to “interference” in' the domestic
affairs of other countries and said that the Clinton
administration opposes it strongly. He also said
that the imposition of sanctions was “im-
practical”. .

The source denied, however, that recent meer-
ings between a US Embassy officer and some Is-
lamjc and Coptic, fignres were related to the new
law. -

Despite the administration’s opposition to the
bill, US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
has instructed US embassies to pay greater atten-
tion to violations of religious freedom.

A US Congressional committee has voted
for sanctions to be imposed on countries -
found guilty of religious persecution. Hoda
Tewfik, from Washington, reports on the
controversial bill and in Cairo, Omayma
Ahdel-Latif gauges the Copts’ reaction

In a document made avaitable to the Weekly, -
Albright said: *“We have asked our embassies o
provide more frequent, more systematic aod .
more sensitive reporting on religious issues and -
we are rewarding officers who make this a praor- .

ty.” .
Albright said the administration bas established

the Advisory Committee on Religious Freedoms
Abroad to help it-better understang the th E
or it -

of persecution. She thanked Congress
terest in the issue.

Father Youhanpa Qolta, 2 spokesman for the
Coptic Catholic Church, said that he was not sar- © . .
prised by the American bill because Congress is - -
under Zionist influence. *We want to tell them
‘that they can make whatever decisions they want -
bat we Cluistians are going to be protected by
our Mustim brothers who are our partners in his-

tory and Iand.” he said.
Father Antonios El-Baramousi, ¢ spokesuman
for Pope Shenouda I of the Comic Orthodox

" Charch, said that any Coptic problems shouhd be

solved within a national framework amd not ma-
der the US umbrella. He also condemzed the ad-

vertisements published by Coptic expatrictes i .
American newspapers. saying “They only comsea

bad reaction. We oy io solve our )
goughlovcmdgood relations, not dwoagh.oee:
cLH .

Morqos called for a “national inigative by all
political and intellectual wends, inchnding the Js-

. lamic political and intellectual movemests, to

help solve the day-to-day problemps of Copts by
affirming the equality of citizens and the fact that
Copts are a key component of the national Fmi-
ly, and not a minority.” i
Ancther Coptic figure, Labib Helmi.
chairman of the State Council, dﬁ
open letter to President Hosnl Mubarak, the es-

mblishment of a commitiee of prominent Cops.

to respond 10 allegations of persecution. 3 .
A committee should be formed to puz the issae
of national unity in its historic perspective and af
firm Egypt’s experience since tirne immemorial
of the co-existence between the two elements
the nation,” Helmi said. -

Joumnalists now have a code of ethics but renowned
writers, speaking o Shaden Shehab, question whether

the covenant alone will check “the yellow press”

As the battle against “the yellow press™
continues, the Press icate has
vowed 1o enforce a code of ethics thar
was approved by the Supreme Press
Council -last Thursday. “The syndicate
will not allow any violation of the
code,” said Chairman Makram Mo-
hamed Ahmed. “If journalists show re-
spect for the code, then there is 2 lot of
hope that the yellow press will be cut
down to size.”

The code has remained dormant sjnce
it was first drafted by the syndicate in
1996. It was revived only when the gov-
emment showed concérn over sensa-
tional news published by some news-
papers that have limited circulation.

Ahmed said that readers should now

realise that, instead of going to court
with their complaints, they can tum to
the syndicate. “In this situadon, journal-
ists will not have to go to jail for pub-
lication offences,” he added. Ahmed
said that the “most iate means of
punishing violalors™ is 10 expel them
from the syndicate. In this way, they
would forfet their right to work in jour-
nalism.

The code of ethics requires the Press
Syndicate Council to study readers’
complaints. If a journalist is proven to
have violated the code, he will face an
investigative committee that must shudy
his case in no more than 30 days. If he
is found guilty, the jowmalist will then
face a disciplinary board that will de-

cide the appropriate penalty. The pun-
ishmeat witl begin with a reprimand, to
be followed, if necessary, by a fine, a
one-year suspension from work in jour-
nalism or expulsion from the syndicate.

The code prohibits joumalists from
leveling unjust accusations or exposing
the private lives of citizens with the pur-
pose of slander. A journalist who wishes
to print 2 correction sent by a reader
should publish the comection in a space
in the newspaper equal to the space of
the original story.

Salah Eissa, a former member of the
syndicate’s council, said enforcing the
code of ethics will have *“positive re-
sults™ but he questionad whether the
covenant is enough. “The code will re-

duce the pumber of journalists facing
tial,” Eissa said. He explained that.
readers now take their complaints o a
prosecutor who purs the offending jour-
nalist on tdal “Courts now prefer two
send journalists to jail instead of or-
dering them to pay a fine.” he said, “If
peopie find another outlet for their com-
plaints, they will ase it. Nobody likes a
tial which is time-and-money con-

suming.
But Eissa and Salama Abhmed Salama,
a highly-respected columnist for Al-
Ahram, said the code would not stand
?ggiﬁsomTﬁetwopointedmgutﬁmtthe
Press Law i S me
Press Council to m_requm onuprem
papers that “deviate from professional

ethics.” Jn ‘trn, newspapers are re-
quired tcc-.pubhsh' excerpts from these
reponts. Consequently, any newspaper
that cares about its readersl{l
By il e o sy wrngng
since i

“It all depends or how the code will
be enforced,” said Laila Abdel-Meguid,
a professor of mass communications in
Cairo University. “As in many conn-
wries, the code of ethics is not imple-
mented because nobody cares about im-
plementing 5t.”

She said that joarnalists should be ac-
quainted with the provisions of the code
and debate them at an extraordinary
general assembly of the syndicate,

p and cred--

rid of the
yellow press,™ Abdel-Meguid said. .

Counsellor Yehia lem. formet_' h:ad:'_

of the Judges®
code of ethics “will not

from going to court with their com- -
Plammeven:fitismkenseriouslyhy

the Press Syndicate.”

But he said the Press Law shoald be

Selection only for top police brass

The People’s Assembly has approved a new law that makes selection the basis of promotion to the rank of police brigadier-general. Gamal Essam EL-Din reports -

.
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T
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The Interior Ministry surprised the People’s As-
sembly last week by sugeesting modifications
to the law rcgulating the performance of the po-
lice forces. The new bill originally proposed
that promotion to the ranks of police coloaci
and brigadier-general be a matter of discretion.
and oot simply 2n automatic consequence of
seniority, as under the old law. But faced by
gpposition from several parliamentarians, the
draft was modified so that only promotion [0
the rank of brigadier-general will be selective.
Officers who fail 10 achieve promotion to this
rank will be retired. Promotion to the highest
rank of major-general is already discretionary.
The new bill also provides for harsh penalties
against active and retired police officers who
divulge information they acquired in the course
of theirrdmg lanatory note, the mew
ing to an explan y

la::ca: amendment ofii.aw 109 for 1971, has a
awmber of objectives. The first, the note said, is
1o make it possible for the Interiar Ministry to
get rid of those “negative elemepts” who vi-
olate the values and ethics govermng the

formance of the police authoriry. This W be
achieved by giving}lhc police authority. with

— — ————

the interdor minister at its head, greater control
over which officers are promoted to higher
ranks, the note said.

According 10 the new law, promotion up to
the rank of colonel will continue to be based on
seniority. But promotion to the rank of brig-
adier-general will be discretionary. and those
officers who are not promoted ar this poiot will
be retired “This means,” the note said, “that
the police authority will have greater powers to
chooge the best police officers for promotion to
the ranks of brigadier-general and major-
general.” )

Interior Minister Habib El-Adli, addressing
the Assembly’s national security committee on
23 March. said the main objective behind ex-
panding the police aothority’s powers was to
make it possible for the Interior Ministry 1o get
rid of “bad ¢lemenis.” T had a mesting with a
large pumber of top police officers,” El-Adl:
said. “I tokl them thal in each profession there
are good and bad elements. I explained to them
that there are relatively few deviant and bad
elemeants in the police force; in my position as
interior minister, ['m quite well-informed about
the extent of deviation in other professions. But

I also toid them that while deviation in the po--

lice force is very limited, it is plain for all to
see. This is why the new law is designed lo.
help us get rid of the bad elemeats.”
Some parliameatarians, however, ex;
the fear that the new law would create a wide-
spread feeling of frustration among police of-
ficers. Mamdouh Foda, an MP for Dagahliya
Governorate, argued that the pew system of
promotion could be used arbitrarly w force
“good slements™ out of the police force.
Abdel-Moneim El-Oleimi, an MP for Ghar-
biya, said that police officers who were denied
promotion and retired shonid be informed of the
reasons and also given the right to contest the
decision. “Police officers who are retired should
be given substantial financial compensation
cause they have families to feed,” Oleimi said.
Responding t0 these remarks, El-Adli af-
firmed that the main objective of the new law is
to ensure that top police officers are highly ef-
ficient individuals. “I will not be importing ef-
ficient police bl'lgadlkcg from abroad. This law
is simply aimed at keeping the clements
in and forcing the bad ones out. %:!ngdh said.
He assured the deputies that officers who are

retired witl mo“gIaive very satisfactory financial
compensation. “I attach great importance to this
point, becanse T want all of them to lead a B-
 Duaing the ioal debate o1 s o
g te on the new bill on
March, Minister of Staie for Parliamentary :fﬁ
fairs Kamal Fl-Shazli announced thar the eov-
emmment has agreed to introduce modifications
to the draft, “Foliowing last night
tnterior munister and myself decided to convey
your remarks about some of the law’s pro-
visions {0 Prime Minister Kamal El-Ganzour
because we all, opposition and majority, aim 1o
serve the public interest. During onr discpssion
with the prime minister, thlh:! interior minister
a com Ise ual -
pmposedF h’;_sSbazli sﬁp‘rln eets your de
or ms parf, El-Adli anoounced that Article
17wxllbcmodxﬁedtomaknpmmoﬁonuptu
the rank of colonel contnne 1o be based on sen-
iority. Besides, Adli added, Article 19 will also
beammdedwmakecﬁcpeﬁodofserﬁueinme
rank of colonel tWa years, instead of one year
as i the original draft. This period can be ex-
tended oa an annual basis. “We introduced
these amendments becapse we, like you, are

s debate, the -

keen to serve the interests of pol

also aimed at tightering the Interior Mimistry's

control oa the information in its possession.

: Although Article 42 of the cur-
rent police authority law bans active and petived
police .offi

Under the new law, the rote explas ;
mmponceofﬁeusmmxﬁ'ﬁ&——m-
less they have the wrinten of the inter-

lor mmister — from disclosiag directly of-io-.
. they acquired in-he

Course of their work. Offendéers will be Liahie .

4 prson term and a fine ebwoen -

15,000 ‘:;ed 1%3[00 The Jaw gives the interior. .

mumister the gt to . H ;

Pcnﬂﬁesasheseaﬁtwy-W£u!'W'}

who are our sons and brothers,” El-Adli said. -
According 1o the explanatory note, the law is .

. icers from  disclosi secret m-
fOfmanon.Tg;q it failed mspecil?ys-me-wof
this ban. The ban did not apply, for instaics, o
the activities of the police authority itself, snd
Ro penalties were specified for violating this -

metive
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Boom around the corner

Aziza Sami meets a senior USAID. official happy to talk up the Egyptian economy

admm:mutgr for lobal

rig

fqr ¢ Programs at the US
"lm:smm&ns = -

business-friendly environment. Eg;:: has bem“

placed by [intemational financial nstitations] oo

lhehstofngpcn_znt

. President Al Gore's visit scheduled for 3 May.
President Gore"s visit to Egypt were not due io
jtical considerarions, or 1o problems
} Egypt-US Presidents® Council, formed under
the Muharak-Gore Initiative, byt were simply the
ing PP regét_"ufscheduhngpmbkms"
emerging markets, which is i
2 very positive sign. Within the next few yeurs, mmmtmnm.
ic’ in  said Sheton. “Bt may not be producing a dramar-

in some sectors which have been prefty success-

delays in Vice- ful and no longer need our help, and really pri-

related o

oritise on others.”

Shelton would not specify which sectars were
candidares for aid redoction first, saying “we
have barely begun to plan for the futare.”
American investments in
jor was pro-  said Shelton, but added that “there will be much
more investolent when Egypt opens up i1s econ-
omy, by reducing its tarifl barriers, strezmiining

have increased,

Egypt.” she said ic outcome, but behind the scenss, whether in the  the customs Procass, continuing privatisation and
sélﬁﬂ“-‘?sﬂne“'medtomvmmedumﬁon“. enviromment or buman development sub- ensuring there is a ngtp:_:lnmwm
mu_:nq:sclosedd:a:M:sSmmeMubuakhs commitiee, we are making good progress.” Shel- and a vibrant capital marker, and that is already
mvited to anend a conference on  ton, who is mandated by the US Senate 10 over-  being done”
“Exhan:mﬂi:r%spgmmﬂbymecuos% see USAID mmwagdwm.hasllenlg Shesuﬂsec}d:e'heedloinvestheduuﬁonas
emmen UNES senior positions m > government welil because for Egypt to as 2 market is
UNICEF, schedaied for 6 May major faf instinnions. not a purely economic issue, One of the concerns

Shelton, who holds the position of di
mnfUSA.IDh:addinonmoo—ch;%?ygﬂ:é
US-Egyptizn Parmership’s Subcopmitiee on

Edvcation and Homan Resoonce

visited Cairo this week in preparation for Vice-

rapted by the 1991 Gulf War.. )
“Bven when the council resumed -

comtiimed to oppose the idea or ex-

Islamist lawyers
denied ent

The British Embassy in Cairo of-
lawyers last Sunday their ap-
plications for visiting the United
Kingdom to attend a controversial
conference had been tnroed down
for political reasons. Acconding to

an embassy official, the applica-

tions were rejected because “we
bave reason to believe the confer-
ence the spplicanis wanted to at-
tend is linked to the Al-Gama’a
Allslamiya.”

The three lawyers, Montasser -

El-Zayyat — de facto
for Al-Gama'a — Abdel-Halim

Meandour and Salah Hashem, all .

applied for entry visas to the UK
last week to sttend a buman rights
lamist operating in Lodidon.
“Th the previous dimes we
applied for entry visas to Britain,
we were subjected to unusual,
provocative and .

Weekly that the decision was
based on “information from the

Al-Hayat ]
the conference is linked to the tex-

‘My house, my life’

" People are very proud of the fact that they have built the area

Tocated pear the posh dis-

with the Bgyptiun

Algena. Tunisia, Libya and Pal-

rozist Al-Gama'a Asked if the de-

nlate on

Egypt and other” countries on its
soil. -

“The Egypnan govemmént has .
been complaining for years about

OnﬂupmspecuvemdumonofﬂSemmm:c
assistance -0 Egypt, Shelton said: “Our as-
sistance programme, which we have worked out

y to Britain.

you hear among inadequate
skills® level {in the Egyptian market]. We at
USAID are working very closely with the Egyp-

investors is the

1000 per cent, tan government to try to help resolve this iscoe.”
she said.

Arabs coordinate
ar against terrorism

Into reality. Others, like Irag, Leb-
anon __and

Moroceo,

_believed:hndnseedsof

ism exist in all Arab countrdes,
ing some of them with the

- same fate as that of Algeria.

“The main feanres of exwemist
groups are the same in all Arab
states, with no single exception,”
Allam said. “Terrorism exists even
in those comniries which claim that
they are not affected by terrorism.
mue.w it_is_not-active bat it is

Allam argued ihat the weaty, if

ing to Western govemments,
which provide refoge to militants.
*“These comntries allow militants to
operate op their soil as long as their

Eleven years afier the ides was
first floated, Arab countries are
on the verge of finalising a trea-
ty to combat terrorism. But, as
Amira thrahim finds out, some
snags remain

L |

actions are directed against other
states,” he said. “If the treaty com-
mits Arab covamies 0 a
unified position against
those states thal provide
refuge o militants, this
may force Western coun-
tries 0 reconsider their
pasition.”

But Allam anached
greater  jmiportance  to
rexching 2 formula for
confronting the ideology
of militant groups.
“There is a serious need

cooperation .

Allam said the treaty shonld not
be restricted to the extradition of
militants. “It should stipnlare a
commjiment by all signatories to
all activities of militant groups
be as froitful as we would all
" be added.

enrorist groups receiving sup-
from external soorces have
inio sirong, organised bod-
are well-armed and trained.
doubt that some Arab govern-
ments are willing to get involved in
action against them,” Allam said.

&

X

i

~5
E

Is Britain ready to cooperate in the
war against terrorism? Amira

Howeidy gauges reactions 1o the
British Embassy’s refusal to grant
entry visas to three Islamist lawyers

the acl:mues of cenai_n Islamists

-sponse,"saidDiaaRashmn.an

expert on Islamist militancy. He

: axgued that the British decision to

tm- down the lawyers’ applica-
tions for entry visas was a direct
resnlt of the Loxor massacre.

“It is simply becanse the blood
in Luxor is not dry yet,” Rashwan
said “After Luxor, things changed
and the Brtish werg placed in an
embarrassing situation for offering
asylum to wanted militants, such
as Yasser El-Serri, and for al-
Jowing activists to bold unp-
desirable conferences, such as the
latest one. By placing obstacles

"before the organisers, they ame

sending the n message that
dlpy”are acnnlagllh; doing some-

le action of refosing entry visas
t’}s figores like El-Zayyat “results
only in media attention and serves
as a tranquoiliser and a good meth-
od 0 save face.”
Rashwan wamned that this is still
only a partial messurc. Had the
British government really changed
its policies, he said, it would have
amed over the wanted militants
‘1o Egypt. “But this is not the case.

.There is po real change, par-

ticalardy since the gromp
isingthiscodfm‘ismknownm
and remains insignificant com-

extended by an additional 200 metre, The new houses, too, will

"pared to the larger and more pow-
erful

networks operating in the
West,” said Rashwan.

Responded Webb: “We have no
power to stop conferences from
taking place... and we have to act
within the framework of our law,
but we ean place obstacles '.:iucll}
as refusing lications... and i
tke confaenggp is to take place,
we will abserve it closely as Brit-
ain should not be used for any ter-
orist activity.”

S0, should the British decision
be viewed as a prelude 1o greater
cooperation with Egypt in the war
against terrorism? “We are happy
to Inow that the British govern-
ment is taking action, any action,
that helps combat terroriso:,” a
source at the Interior Ministry told
the Weekly. “It is obvious that this
response i8 coming as a result of
the Loxor massacre. We ;il::me
any progress and S to

Asked if Britain is ready lo ex-
tradite the militants wanied by
Egypt, Webb said: “Refusing vi-
sas i3 something and extradition is
another issne, We do not have an

. extradition treaty with EgypL We

only have one request from the
fan povernment which we
have had for some time.” .
Bot Webb said that cooperation
with the Egyptian government has
been “very real indeed and ever
increasing, more than is appar-
mﬂ

Searching
for mercy

Since nurse Aida was

condemned to death, the city

of Alexandria has been
struggling to come to terms
with the sentence. Is she

really guilty or are there other

forces at work? Fatemah
Farag joins those who are
searching for answers

.
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Alexandsia is in a statz of shock following
the death semence passed on Aida Nou-
reddin, a nurse ar the Alexandria University
Hospital, for the munder of one of ber pa-
tents and the antempted muorder of 29 others.
“Even if she is guilty, there musl be many
others who share the responsibility,” said
Mohamed Ashour, a tzxi driver. summing up
the general feeiing of the city.

At a coffes-shop 2 man Ieans over and
points out: “She is just a nurse who doesn’i
have much authority anyway... It's the big
people.” This term — “the big people™ —
pops up whepever the case is discussed and
is osually accompanied by a knowing Iook or
some other facial expression. No one gives
any specifics, but evervone seems to know
exactly what they are wailking about.

The feeling that there is something wrong
was vividly expressed by the demonsirations
which took place last Thursday outside the
courthouse after the death sentence was pro-
nomnced. “There were hundreds of people on
the streets and they were very angry as they
staned 10 move twards the governorate
building,” said Oweiss who works at a cof-
fee-shop near the courthouse. At the Uni-
versity Hospital, Aida’s colleagnes staged a
three-day swike that ended on Sunday. “On
the first day we actually broke out of the
gates and started to move towards the gov-
ernorzie building, but we were pushed back
On the following days we stayed within the
gates but the police continued their harsh
crack down io disband the strike,” said a
young nurse.

Ar first glance, it looks like business as
usual at the hospital. Long quenes of patients
line up in front of the main gate, and inside
there is the habimal wurmoil. The presence of
a few Central Security policemen, armed
with long sticks, and the scowls on the faces

o , are the first clue to the tension
under the surface. “We are very opset,” said
a nurse who has been working at the hospital
for 31 years. “We have so many problems as
it is and this. The fate of any nerse bere

for Human Rights Legal Aid (CHRLA) in
Alexandria, points out thal “the court has the
jurisdiction to press charges against other
people, but that wounld open up the whole
file of the public keahh systewn. Who is will-
ing to open this file?”

But Adel Eid, Aida's lawyer, disagreed.
“These are people who are just nying to out-
bid us. There is a difference between ad-
miniserarive negligence and the case of Aida
who was convicled of murder.” Hence, the
points Eid imends to stress in the next round
of proceedings, which will 1ake place before
the Court of Cassarion: Aida did not intend
to kill anyone; the procedures of her inter-
rogation were illegal because of a delay in
informing the prosecutor that she had been
taken into custody; Aida was ander psycho-
Jogical pressure during the interrogation; and
there are contradictions between the tech-
nical reporis and the official coroner's re-

pu'ﬂu“'-l:!a's confession 10 murder under police
mterrogation and the coroner’s report on the
patient whom she allegedly killed are “the
major documents which stand against her,”
said Eid. As one nurse from the meurology
deparument pat 11, “there are some de-

ts which have very high mortality
rates, like ours. It is well-known that when
pantents leave here, they're either dead or in
some way disabled.” Shahdan El-Gharbawi,
an Alexandriz lawyer who works for
CHRLA, said: “We have dozens of mal-
practice cases which we canool take to
court.” Pointing at a shelf behind her loaded
with yellow folders, she added: ~It is very
difficuit to get a conclusive report from the
coroner’s office against another doctor. But
the cases show that there are a lot of mis-
takes taking place.”

If the Conn of Cassarion rules in favour of
Aida, there will be a re-ujal. If the remrial
leads 10 a verdict of unpremeditated murder
or mansiaughter, the death sentence will be
redoced to imprisonment.

Mchamed, Aida's brother, siis Iensely on
the edge of his seat in his small flat in the
workirg-class area of Hadra, pulling continu-
ously on his cheap cigarertes. He can detail
every event that has occarred since the day

the police came 10 amest his sister. “There are
some things I will never be able 10 forgen,
like the temmor in her eyes when we went 10
see her at the police station, and her bruised
face with her hair all over the place when we
wem 10 see ber at the hospital.” he said. Her
family is understandably devastated. The fa-
ther does ot meet reporters any more be-
cause the mere mention of her name reduces
him to tears. Her mother is in Cairo and, ac-
cording to Mohamed, she does not yet know
the verdict. “It will kill her.™ he said, tears in
his eyes.

He recounts how he and his father ook
Aida 10 the 5idi Gaber police station. “The
officer swore an the Qur’an that she would
be all right and then they 100k her, without us
knowing. 10 the Montaza station, which has
no jurisdiction either over our area or the
hospital. and when we finelly found out the
pext day that she had been moved, it was to
discover that she was seriously hurt.” Mo-
hamed claims that his sister had been ter-
rified to the point of confession. “When the
prosecuior went o her accompanied by the
police officers, she said “all I want is for you
0 leave me alone™ "

Mohamed finds solace in the people who
have siood by his sister. *“When [ beard the
verdict I started crying, and them I saw all
those people angry and shouting her name . I
feit that there are things which are still good
in life”

Although the issne of tormre .was never
brought up during the trial and Eid confirmed
that Ajda never 1old him that she had been
physically abused, colleagues who saw her
when she was admitted mio hospital, after
she threw herszlf out of a police station win-
dow, claim that she was mistreated. One of

them said; “T saw her and she was so scared, .

50 broken up. What else could you do if you
were in her position bot agree to anything
anyone asked of yon?"

Aida’s fate has scared some nurses io the
point of resignation; others are simply angry.
A gmu;lanof nurses complained about their sal-
aries which average LE170 and the facts that
there are no transportation facilities, difficalt
hours which are incompatible with housebold
duties, bad treatment by doctors and no de-
cent nursery for their children. “We curse
ourselves for being in this profession, but
what can we do? We need to work,” said one
indignant nurse before siomping off to see 1o
a patient, adding over her shoulder: “People
only come to us when they want to blame us,
bm they never come to listen 10 our prob-
fems, to see bow they could improve our per-
formance and ouor hves.”

The comsensus among hospital purses is
thar they should not be held responsible for
mistakes, not only because of their difficult
working conditions, but also becanse they are
not in a position of any real power. “We can-
not get drogs from the hospital pharmacy
without getting a doctor’s sigpature on the
ticket and we only administer drugs which

-are on the emergency tray.” one of them said.

A young nurse added furtively: “Some doc-
tors working ot their Master’s or PhD will
come in with a medicine they are experi-
meating with and ask us to administer it, and
then we have no choice but to do as we are
asked.”

Further, although their diplomas only qual-

ify nurses 10 give sub-cutaneous and intra- .

muscular shots, in actual practice nurses also
find themselves making injections into the
jugular veir. As one nurse heatedly ex-
plained: “We will have a patient in a critical
condition and then search for the doctor and
not find anyone, or we call him and he tells
us over the phone what to do until he comes
in the nexi day... So should we lect the patient
die or should we try and do something”*

Aida js remembered by her colleagues as a
diligent worker who was dedicated to ber job.
“I remember that she once gave her blood to
2 patient who was undergoing an operation
and she almost fainted as a result. No one re-
members these things now,” a colleague said.

Buot the nurses remember, and so, it would
sesm, do many others. That is why they say
they were demonstrating last Thursday: be-
cause they want 16 s¢& more people wking re-
sponsibility for the deaths, and if necessary,
behind bars. As for Aida, in the words of one
cold nurse, “the angels of mercy are searching
for mercy.”

As the govemment moves forward with #ts pians to develop Cairo, those dis-
possessed of their homes compiain that compensation procedures are too slow
N R

evicted before they have received the compensation which

Ard-Al-Liwa is 2 poos neighbourhood o fhy
ict of Motandcosin, Within Ard-AlLiwa, there is an even

5 mainly by
garbage coflectors, Ever since the planners of the Cairo Ring
Road fixed Zasayeb in their sites, the hick of the impoverished
inhabihnnhashemﬂdﬂingﬂﬂdﬂyﬁpmhdmmm
Mmmofmmhwﬂnmmmgw
tined to be di of their homes not just opce, but twice.

The first tme Was in 1993-94. “The it came and
told us the ring road was going throngh heze and that we had to
demolish osr houses,” sad Aam Moussa who owns 2 three-

“Two officials from iho Survey Authosity Visited
mﬁ-mﬂmmmmmmmpm

SR A : &

therefore have 1o come down. “Imagine if you were in my posi-
tion and you had reboilt your home st your own expense and
still not neceived compensation for yoor first honse.. How
wontld you feel and what would you do?” Moussa continned
Tensions rise in Zarayeb as government officials go abont
their businiess of measring up the houses in jon for is-
suing eviction notices. Ope engineer walking behind 2 long line
of central security forces — who ate there to cnsars the peace is
not distarbed — wears a face mask to keep out the copions
amounts of dust. {There are no paved roads in Zarayeb.}

This spproach is not going down well with the inhabitams
who work as garbage collectors serving nearby areas in Giza, “Jt
is all right if we Live like this and oot children ger sick becanse
6fthepo!luﬁon.Theﬂgovanm:mlymembmsw_whenit
wants to evict ns,” said Nabawiya Ali with 2 smirk.

.- : . —- 1

themselves. “When we first came there was nothing here. Slow-
ly we buil our own schools and houses and paid for electricity
and water to be brought in,” says Maunice. )
According to the terms of Laws 577/1954 and 10/19%0, cit-
imnswhnhavelheirpmpmytakenﬁon‘l_themprmpmof
public benefit can wait up 1o two years for compensarion pro-
cethrres 1o be completed. ismail Mahmoud Shahat, head of the
Ceatral Administration for Survey Affairs, has conceded in 2
pablished imerview that, dne 1o lack of funds, delays in doling
outcmn?ensnioninfactsﬂucbweﬂbcyond!hcsﬁp!ﬂatedlwo-

ye'I"iﬂs does not concern only the inhabitants of Za-
rayeb. People recently evitted from houses in Old Cairo were
consigned to tents and in Assiut there were reports of similar
. difficnlties a fewr days ago.

The inhahitanis of Zarayeb are unable to see the togic of being

would enable them 1o find aliernative housing. “We can under-
stand that this is govemment policy and that even if it is unfair
there is'linle we can do to stop it. All we ask is that our fate not
be the tents... that we be given a mor¢ humane option,™ con-
cluded Maurice.

Khalil Abdel-Fattah shook his head sadly and recalled: “1
went 10 Irag and lived there for all the years of my youth so I
could come back with enough money to build this house, If they
pall the house down, it is like pulling down my lfe,”

In the meantime, Ceniral Security Forces travel daily 10 Za-

1o make sare the eviction procednres move smoothly
a?f;ﬁd.whilelhemt‘amﬂﬁ“ living in 500 houses await their

Edited bz Wadie Kirolos
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Algeria’s

answer is st

The Algerian government re-

1992,

On Sunday. the same day that
Algerian Prime Minister Ahmed
Ouvehia rejected the US and UN

tervention. The government also

were responsible for some of the
killings — a charge Alpiers ve-
hemently denies. The Algerian

Parliament delegation. The Eu-

indicating  government  in-
volverment in the civilian mas-
S3cres,

Both the media and inter-

Algeria remains consistent in
rejecting proposals for an
international inquiry into its troubles
and equally consistent in its failure
to stop the waves of intemal

no

Nasions 2ud woukl be open

thoritiecs may bear some re-
sponsibility for some of the mas-
sacres. But in a bid to prove the
opposite, state-run Algerian TV

violence, writes Amira Howeidy

lies unless they are approved by

olence), simply because the core

of the probiem is political,” Ali
Rachdi, FFS elected MP told the
Weekly. “If it is to continue. the

governmem has also rejected an et
calls for investigation. he spurned  offer by the Europcan Union to  nationzl community’s attention showed footage of a military op-  state of emergency has to be Gon-
another proposal by members of provide humanitarian aid 10 vic-  later shified to the Iraqi-US wesp- eration in the Tlemecen province  stitutional, and it isa’t. Therefore,

the Algerian parliament w lift the
six-year-old state of emergency.
He asserted that “the security sit-

tims of the massacres.
But Algeria relented somewhat
under international pressure when

ons inspection showdown. But as
this crisis cooled off, the sound of
Algerian carnage was once again

in which more than 100 militants
were killed. It was followed by
another major operation which be-

it should be liftied so that in-

dividual aad collective libesty is .

restored, to give Algerians their
dignity back.™ Rachdi said that

Debates at a Palestinian “model parliament” on wamen
and Iegidaﬁon reflected the deep division m‘h

passport ithout her Insband or facher’s permission, “do I then seed . -
:‘hepermis;;nofagnmﬁmasmwhamlmm?"ﬁlpﬂ;r@-_ -

nevertheless’

Onedcputyal:;kedwhy.ifalmeageuflSsheguuldmmdm.- 1

-newed this week its rejection of said that accepting an outside in-  ropean MPs refused to meel rep-  questions once the report has been  the government. rvative and secular camps ‘in  Palestne. -
calls for an_imernational inguiry quiry would o!::lly bolster the mil- resentatives of the now-outlawed reviewed. ] “It is obvious from the past sev- | CONSE e s from Jerusalem .
into the political violence which itants by giving credence to al- Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) and  Imemational human rights en years that the emergeacy lawis ] Graham Usher repo i ~
has rocked the country since legations that state security forces  said that they found no evidence . groups maintain that Algerian au-  ineffective (i stoppmg the vi- - :

uation is improving sreadily it agreed in January to receive the 5 gan last week in Relizane, 270km ." Rach * _ a sheikh from Hebron — told her that guandixnship i3 gusr- . o
throughout the country,™ but there mifi?m of state for foreign af-  Last Tharsday, Bill Richardson, from Algiers, where various mas- * the FFS, which initiated the call ;’w ; the Hadith (the sayings of the Propleet) and that he couls not arme s £38 el
remains a need for the emergency  fairs of Britain, Luxembourg and  the US ambassador 1o the United  sacres had occumred. for international intervention a vote being taken on soch an issue. Another deprty suppored AL
laws to confront violent militant Austria — the wotka of the Nations. called for UN experts to Whether or not such “crack-  Algera last year, believes that um~ ﬁ“No himan assembly ca allow what God has probubieed™ she : A L i

ps. presemt. former and future pres- be allowed into Algeria to in- downs™ comforted critics abroad der manial laws, independent lo- yelled. The parliament’s Speakﬁbrwshtthﬂplmﬂmh! L e e

Ouvehia’s statement about in- idents of the 15-naton EU — w0 vestigate recent massacres which remains 2n oper gquesion. But cal investigation on the massacres ruling thar while the “principles” ing the Personal Status Law -
creased securitv sounded far- discuss the situation in Algeria  claimed the lives of more than back home, proponents of a UN  “is impassible™. could be discussed, no vote would be taken at this time. - oL L SR .
fetched in light of z fresh mas- However. the results achieved, ac- 300 people., inquiry are urging the government Commenting oa the recent US Althoush broadcast live on the Palestinian AL Wagin TV chapel, ; Soemq <3 o aelvity B0
sacre that claimed the lives of 58 cording to British Foreign Sec- Again. his call was immediately to lake any oction to eliminate the  call for a UN investigation, Rach- this was not 2 session of the elected Palestinian Legislative. Council e Weet B
citizens over the weckend. The retary Robin Cook who chaired 2  rejected. “The number one prob-  violence. The opposition Socialist di said, “The ‘American ad- (PLC). It was the final West Bank session of the Palestinizn “modef™ - : row ._.,._. iy 3
' LTt '“

horrific number of victims in Al-
geria’s six-vear unrest — estimat-
ed at 26,000 by the government
and 80.000 by international hu-

recent EU meeting on Algeria,
were “modest™. The Algerian
govemment was willing only to
talk about “breaking terrorist net-

lem in Algeria is temrorism.” said
Abdul-Aziz Sebaa, a spokesman
for the Algerian Foreign Ministry.
“The allegations that have been

Forces Fromt (FFS) Jaunched a
campaign and presented an of-
ficial request 10 the parliament to
lift the state of emergency which

minisiration repeatedly said that it
supports Zerounal's policy. Sc how
can it be genuine in questioning
this policy? .- We do not coant on

Parliament on Women and Legislarion, the climax “ofag_ls-m.'
campaignaimeda:“emdia:inglggaldismm' i 1° AEAMSL Wornen
in Palestinian society and “fobbying Pa ot

» wock. Cianien

“a civil law for personal status, alongside a developed religious law q

B

man rights groups — has roised works operating in Europe™ and  pur forward... in no way justify in- they believe is responsmible for the American suggestions when it p ]
great concern among the inter- would not listen to the mission’s tervention by special expens.” many of the human rights viola- comes to foreign help.” Only Eo- fﬁmmmﬁw of the Women's Cepire for Lagat-
national commuaniry. offer for an investipation. The Al- Sebaa said Algeria has just sub- tons in Algeria The emergency ropean pressure on the Algerian Aid mﬁampa:gn 15 (WCLAC), a Palestinian NGO fowaded iz 1991

The government blames ex- gerian government also agreed a  mitted its annual report on polit- measures give police broad pow- govemment can be froitful, bhe o Cothcmlseﬂmg and social status of Palestinian women The #im
tremist  militants, maindy li'hc month fater to receive a Ewropean  ical and civic rights to the United  ers to detain suspects and ban ral-  said. “The m:c]i:aax:ms exist; o:lai g’f’um‘;e legal 2 ¢t to dabate this stams was i0 “demonstrate
Armed Islamic Group tGLA) for . geria sigoned internats using a model partizmen : . shstraction
the bloodshed. while iniernational . = . human rights agreemeots which &%"m’:@ xleYﬁgm WCLAC _
human rights groups and several Arab I n u I ve the UN the right to send fact- | 7.0 manager, Hanan Abdel-Rahman Rabbani. To this end, Six . 4 A
Algerian opposition parties allege inding missions to Algeria. It is workshops were set up to stady existing legislation in the West Bank’ st B
that the Algerian army might have simply & matter of conseasus in and focusing on laws that discriminated against women. - ep "‘;’_.:,.:‘ -
been ““'01‘?1" in sorme °f‘1}'?n‘;'-"s' A GROUP of Arab intellectuals and haman rights government and all other parties ivolved to coop- 2€ E'.‘;’fgfu and some pres- Reg,:"-m’m; °m°“‘°'-mgts were then held in Nablus, Ramalizh, Hebeon | e L
;:‘g;e;':r: at least has done litde to activists who met in Cairo recently decided to form  erate with the team and to facilitate its task inside Al- snl\':‘m ile. the Algerians are | and Gaza to fonnulate amendmeais to the existing laws. The amend- ;_";rﬂa vy Iyl

T U5, UN and e Europen 8, IcpenGen, dogomemmeal cam 1 COO0Nt B e A o g s 8 o oow i nly o cpton, | s e s s voed o 0 s weckend < el e b oaty
E::l:g (gi&;\inﬁﬁ& SU&”  rmking place fig Alaglfrin_ Tgle team will seek to collect tith\;ists conde;nm;.'d “all acts of terrorism carried ouat;: :’::fh ad’:ig_“’_fr;up ao:yehm s "o | the Palestinian Anthority (PA)'s PLC — when the n?:al for passing ac-

s po L " estimonies from all possible sources. name of religion or any other parposes,” Pl citizens tual legislation comes. “We are living in a transiti e,” says s -
5:’:1““’ 'M;:s"%‘;i:“g'&‘:; ""'\’2: The Arab human rights activists, who metat the in-  called the ongoing massacres in_ Algeria “rrimes @ﬁ;@'NMfﬂm Abdet Rahman Rabbani. “Many new laws will be ratified fby the _ R
ﬁ.rrnlym oy o Algerian vitation of the Arab Regional Working Group on Hu-  against humanity”. They aiso asked the Algerian st whommhaceve only onempln-t PLC] which will have an impact on the legal stams of women.” The - .
Presi den'““ IL‘eidnnﬁnc Zetoual. who A0 Rights and w;re hosted by the Cairo Institute govgmx;ent “to discharge its responsiblities in pro- posemm:’scuuing " and killi mode] padizment “is trying to make ase of this Eansmonal period to ‘+
regards such offers as foreien in- for Human Rights Studies. calied upon the Algerian  tecting the security of tie popalation.” people at random.”™ Wmﬁ ﬁ;—smmve legislation.” 4000 i
' e morths Wees Baik area. But it lsc an 2fou of Palestine’s Isiemist
religious establishment. Legislation governing marriage and divarce
inﬂieWmBankandGazarsbasedonRIs!am:c' shari'a, ﬂ;:gcm
preserve of the {slamic religions coarts. It is a statns quo i
want to preserve, but which the women and men involved in the mod-
¢l parliament ave seeking to ‘reform or replace with a civil law. Thas,
UN teams : at the regional parliament in Nablus, amendments to existing personal
accompanied by stams legislarion were proposed which would outiaw marriage for
diplomats on their women under the age of 18 and ensure a division of assets betwesn ‘
way Lo carry out more husbend and wife in the case of divorce. “The parliament is not qual- - o
inspections of Iragi ified to examine such martters,” grumbled Sheikh Ahmad Bitawi, a
presidential sites Teading Islamist i Nzhlus. “T believe foreign parties — American, Ea- R .
;ocurdinggthe mpennmdkﬂ—s-miﬁﬁmis[mwel parliameni] campaign .

. ' against our Personal Statps Law.” e e g
agreement reached It was a theme amptified throughour the mosques of Nablus, Helwon R
between UN and East Jerusalem, with those behind the model padiamentbeing ac-. S
Secretary-General cosed :fd “devil “worship™ “;gf attacked %s ollfe Wﬁtﬂ'wg PR
Kofi Annan and Iruqi tion™ advocates yandry”. Women in Occupiod Tes- L
Deputy Prime ™ Titories have lessned not to take such vitriolic words lightdly. - ez
Minister Tareq Aziz. During the Intifada. the Islamists — and especially Hamas -— had e
The head of the laumched an extensive campaign against all manifestaions of - S,
diplomatic group Islamic bebaviowr”, successfully turning ! decisions soch a5 L
monitoring the the wearing of the ijab into test-cases of Islamic modesty and ma- oo
searches. Ambassador nm;:hst rectitude. The ?ﬂt was not onlgmm of phy:ifcal at- .

anapal - tacks on attired women, but the withdrawal of many o
i;{ian'l‘?:sdb; the * - women from all forms of political activity. The WCLAC feared the ‘.j -

inspections of the : ] .model parliament campaign might have similar consequences. For- " R
_presidential - .§ tunatety, their fears wmed out to have been unfounded. - |
compounds will be ' - “We received a lot of support from the Palestinian roedia. and BEEES
ovcrpiz a “couple of estinian civil society generally,” says Abdel-Rahman Rabbani. In ne- it
days™. He addad that ?Logsewmkmwnpmg%hesmﬂm?mmN?Dsmﬁh :

. defended ament in name of freedom of expression.
expers had completed The campaign also won the blessing of such prominent political per- Vo

by Monday might sonalities as the PA's social affairs minister, Entissar Wazir (Unm Ji- i il

Y s 1o e of e had), and higher education minister, Hanan Ashrawi. Most imporgant - Mt ik W
::;'hl:pal?:eshq M&ﬁm@mfa‘snninm@mfﬁa:hmvemmmmwm R

P behind the parliament, denonm those who attack the work of : '
ageei;c;::ag::htr&l::ts theﬂ:ngA ’s cenires “.'I'heﬁnlersssion of the parlizment was opened :

agree . ’s district governor for Ramallah, Mustafa Liftawi, and 100k .

UN. The two underthespomm‘shipofﬂ:e?alestinimlmder.YasgArafaL : 1 A : 5
remaining palaces are Does the parliament campaign signal a change in Palestinian poblic ' B
in the capital. - opinion? “Tt is difficult to tell,” says Abdel-Ratrman Rabbani. “On the =
&ﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬁ onehanld.t‘!:febacklashﬁomﬁnmosqmshowsﬂmﬂxelslmﬁmsﬂl . _

: —— carry a lot of weight in Palestinian society.” On the other,
will support its claims ﬂlcpuhammmokplacemomm andmal.“ftgregemg g
D s destruction. Palestinian society suggests that the post-Oslo era has ludeed » \
mass destruction. chqngesm?alesﬁnianpuuicopiﬁfmwﬁ:m criticisms _Pal- ,a -
omn—g‘hedmr!o mmﬂyhﬂveofﬂnplnoiemm, ﬂleyinve:mde?a[gsun‘ m-
m:enhfuyr;s;ro_gltge tight c!]ﬂune n:%:e.secu_la:," admits Abdel-Rahman Rabbani, “We have 2 - Stork R
seven. plurality of views in Palestinian soci it is per- " Eir =
economicsancﬁon:#) N mi%!ewdg:cussthm" mel?ﬂow.andnsensedmmsp_er_ ;__m‘._ r--rl!rr‘:.'f-:jm

(photo: i B T ettt L A e ig small vi Selment P R the. -
— i tmyne;ﬂde:s- victory but, for Palestinian women, it is a vic- 'fﬂi--.-;._r.:'_r g _.T :M;
. . - R ) ;-ﬁ

- The recent civil marriage bill has sparked off a wide-ranging political debate in - :-_:n.*..‘_"'-,t

Lebanon. But, as Zeina Khodr reports from Beirut, the outery has as much .. e gl

g [0 do with the privileges of the refigious establishment and the power-play of ™ it

- the coming presidential elections, as with the threat of “legalising prostitution” o M

“
ad £ iad of religious secis. inter-  Hariri argued that he did oot oppose the principle of  According to the English-l Lebanese newspaper, i : ' : C

}:il?l i;l’ﬁ-?;a;el: arz l;%lom:eﬂy\:;n l:houghhg;ti.ll far from the amending the personal stams code to legalise civil mar- The Daily .'g;‘mr. cmggs::nd Muslim clerics fea:‘:ze move mimgmwm °£f li!gh 2 move. You need a
norm. At present. civil matters such as marriage, divorce riages in Lebanon, but insisted that the timing was not con- will “distance young people from religion and curtaill the ~ Informed Vemmemsoumez said they the stale.
and inheritance 4re governed according to religious affilia- genjal. “The country and the region are passing through a  powers of religious couns, the financial backbone of re- ' mate over the issue 1o continge, Harird § pected
tion. Those who refuse religious marriage or couples of critical stage. Lebanon is still recovering from the war and  ligious hierarchies.” to sign the bill But Bers has i arm 18 o
mixed faith where neither partner wants to convert have to more time is needed to tackle such a divisive issue.” Hariri  This view is shared by parliament deputy Marwan Hem- = for the Comncil of Ministess to i des Iﬂtf ““l‘_’: by-iaws
leave the country to undergo a ¢ivil marriage ceremony. On  said. . . adeh who believes that oppositioh from the religions sects ing draft laws and sending me,:.fn;ﬂme patiiament if(:rhem.
their return, the marriage s recognised by the civil courtts ~ But the president, backed by Parliament Speaker and stems mainly from the fear, that they will see their power di- minister does not the proposed 1 prime
only. Should the couple file for divorce, the court will apply  Shi'ite Jeader Nabik Berri, managed to secure & majority minjsh. ) Hariri and his followers. played downaw the
the law of the coumiry in which the marriage was c¢on- cabinet to endorse_ the bill before going to the full bouse. “Civil marriages mean less money for religious coupts. saying the cabipet's demm’dlg was not - fnal ot
) _ Istamic and Chiistan religious fgures denounoed the gon-  They feel the role of the religious insttutions wil be under-  endorsed the prineiple of civil Mmoo o o)

It is against this backgrouad that the Lebanese cabinet re-  oversial bill and vowed upcompromising oppesition. “We  mined,” Hemadah told the Weekly. - to be studied further in cabinet,” Harir: s and the law aeeds
cently wok the conntry by surprise by endorsing President will join our efforts with those of other heads of the Chris-  Observers believe the row between Hariri and Hrawi over Hrawi took his battle ro abolish said. . o
Elias El-Hrawi’s proposal to institote voluntary civil mar- tien and Jslamic communities to confront this dangerous, the civil marriage bill is in fact 2 row over the presidential step further when he requested B political sectarianism 2
riage, in defiance of both Prime Minister Rafiq El-Hariri precedent in the country’s history,” Sunni Mufti of the Leb-  elections scheduled for later this year. If they are right, national council to do'?: _mem io beginsetlms up 2

- and those Muslim and Christian clergymen who regard the  anese Republic Sheikh Mohamed Rashid Kabaoni said. “it Hrawi's insistence on submitting the bill is an amempt 1o pliance with the m? ?r‘humm m- Com-
re a5 sacrilegious. [the bill] is an insult to Muslims and Shari'a™ . distract attention from a constitutional amendment which tempt to soften Berri's i * seen 28 an af-

Since 1996, Hrawi has been pushing for the amendment  Maronite Patriarch Cardinal Nasrallah Sfeir said the bill might be proposed 10 allow him and the army commsnder presidential mundate B"PP"S’I.]HS"“’"I to the prolongation of the

goes against the teachings of the church. “Ti strays from
church teachings. Whoever enters into such a mariage can
no longer receive the holy sacraments.”

Yet civil marriages have been repistered here for many
years and religious authoriies have never taken action
against the couples involved

Top Shi'ite cleric, Sheikh Mohamed Mahdi Shamseddine
also took a tough position against the bill, saying that it
“legalises prostitution™. and called upon the government to
withdraw it i

Six Muslim Sunni groups have issued a statement calling
the proposed law a plot to undermine Muslim religious tri-

General Emile Lahoud to nme for the idency.
amendment would allow Hrawi's mandamp:?be emnm
for a second time and make civil servants eligible to run.
“This dispute has been created as part of a political cal-
culation ahead of the presidential race. Hrawi spised the is.

sue to respond to Harr, who has declared that o ; hanese par-’
Hrawi's mandate will notbemmMHassm Nas- ;mwmmqvﬂmmmwmhn registered -
Regardless of the real intentions behind ‘the bill, Hiawi -

the personal starus code. believing it would be a step to-
?vfa:ds gfﬂdicaﬁng sectarian attitudes and abolishing the con-
fessional system that dominates the country's politics and
administration. Under the constitution approved in the early
1940s, govemnment posts and civil service jobs are distrib-
uted along sectarian lines.

“The civil marriage bill is a prelode to 3 more com-
prehensive project: the abolition of political sectarianism as
I prepare to leave office,” Hrawi told cabinet members at a
recent meeting. My proposal will kelp create unity, not di-

Bur the bill has divided Lebanese society, drawn &re from

rallah. the secrcwy}-lgenem] of Hizbullah, said. “Hrawi is
g to embarrass Hariri, whose recent calls f, Berri pushing i Ml -
ftore powerful president inforiated Heawi = o 0 . Be State, Somethiog o b s Lebanon fmo @ truly -
Lebanese analysts believe Hrawi is trying to project a i 0ce in the carly 19408, Thop oomcom B ra
Strong image to Syrian leaders and other powers who have a  while, are clinging to &lcyreligious fauk bm "'Wm@-

the telisious spectrum and created Tifts between po-  bunals. Profest marches were held and demonstrators carried  say in the election process. apart dogi gt
in.'cu'r::lsnllie: Silnicularpl;cbemeen Hrawi and Prime Minister pwigﬂfe 'i\:-::g: H:T a:.f:egls“.’." bill to parliament means tak- shBu; dHema;]de.h. who supports civii marriage, said Hrawi 19 the conntry apart during 16 years of civil WL
Hariri. e © . ' ould not have put the proposal forward now. “I think he Edited by Khaled ' S
- b ___‘__ - — -_I- '..
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After four days — and four

ronnds of meetings' with the Is- -
racli prime minister — US spe-

cial envoy Dennis Ross was m-

gble 10 extract from Binyamin
Netanyabu any specificities as

::ﬁr.hewenent of Israel’s “sec~" .
racli premier 'was that  the

Amencan proposal of a 13.1
pet cent redeployment spread

over three months was “un-

realistic and .

Wmaﬁmm
about the size of 'Ihtl'.' re-
deployment, "Palestinian leader
Yegser Arafat also i

refused to give Ross any detailed descriptions of the security  fusing
ing ity (PA) wonld empioy to only that the decision will be taken once Ross consults with

measures the Palestinian

“reciprocate” any redeployment. The resulr was that |

uation of the peace process?

Thema.inpmblemwearefacingisls--

raci occupation and Israel’s faihue to

lace. -

PAsfornwdnilymﬂ'ﬂing.rhacar:
many aspects.. Last week, a child was
kifled in Hebron If a Jewishk child was
killed, the word would have turned up-
side down. Over the past Iwo years,
pearly 200 Palestinian children have
been killed by Iscaeli army ballets. But
nobody cares. Our g woimen
stand for hours at Israeli checkpoints,
and some of them give birth while beg-
ging for permission to go from one Pal-
s&niantownmthcﬁ..ﬁeﬂ]l;mm
are expanding everywhere: in Hebron,
Bahlehem.lgusal:maud_(}aza.Mem-
while, the world is watching helplessly

while [srael is violating all ﬁmmﬂiﬁ
Isreel pow is the source of all tension
in the region. C )

explain the measares Isyael
Mmmmmﬁmof
Jernsalem o8 ils alleged “‘smited and
eiernal capitaf”? )
Isracl has been working since 1967 on
Judaising the city, claiming it as an ex-
clusivell?slewishmphql?h!:lemm'
ising Islam and Christismity. _Anynne
wha tours the city would recognise thet.
There is an Isracli military siege . Im-
posed around the city, and there are sev-

eral plans aimed at emptying Jerusalem
of its Arab citizens, We are not allowed -
10 build inside Jernsalem, and those who -

whether Muslims of Christians, are not

allowed to reach the holy prayer sites.

o
. S
g

- freedom of worship are nothing but

.city of Jerusalem. Thas, and despite all

" Soume Isiamic ‘scholars, soch as the
-Grand Tmam of Al-Azhar Sheikh Mo-

“ins which he says that if Israel did ot ac-

1 have been asked this queston many

- and thomy. Politicians want us to give

R - S ey —n— We wRry = mne e

town with nothing in his hands and nothing in his pockets.
In oonsvally grim language, US State Department spokes-
man James Rubin described the peace process as being in
“In dire straits™. .

The question-the Israeli and Palestinian leaderships are
pondering is what will the Americans do now. Ross’s
visit had been seen by both sides as a last-diich effort to
“bridge the gaps” and so' avert publication of the Amer-
ican proposal. Given the failure of Ross” mission, there
is nothing to stop the Americans’ going public with their
plan. There are elements of the PA leadership who
wouold welcorne this on the grounds that since they are
prepared to accept the proposal, publication would be
tantarpount to the US blaming Netmmyahu for the break-
down in the Osle process. Far precisely the same reason,
Netanyahu has said that publication of the American pro-
posal would be seen as a “dictare™ and lead to a “blow-
oat” of American mediation arternpts. US officials are re-
1o confirtm whether publication is imminent, saying

Ross left  Presidenm: Bill Clinton and Secretary of State Madeleine

T LT P -t -

They [lsrae]) want 10 control all re-
ligious sites in the city. All these swate-
ments you hear from Israeli officials on

prime minister at the time. 1 said I be~
lieved that such operations were a re-
actien to the occupation practices. So,
instead of argming over whether such
operations were legitimate or not, let
us end occuparion, and these incidents
will not take place.

Snicide bomb attacks kill civilians
and military people. Occnpation
troops also kill innocent women and
children. Why skould we allow the Is.
racli amy to Kl innocent civilians
and prevemt families of the victims
from responding 10 such crimes. Since
that ime, therefore, [ have refused 10
answer. As Muslim scholars, we
should not talk at the sequest of pol-

" jticians and their demands. In some
cases, silence is the answer.

X and pot the tuth,
But Arab roots. Muslim and Christian,
are very deep and very evident in the

the racist Israeli attempts, théy were not
able 1o realise their aggressive in-
wentions. - We arc working hard 1o
strengthen our institutions in Jerusalem,
s e ot ot 0
in the city. We w
on protecting the holy sites, considering
that they are another element in main-
teining our When 1srael closes
the’ West Bank and Gaza, we ask Pal-
estinians in the 1948 areas 1o come to
pray. Yet, we are still counting on Arab
and Muslim sopport. They can do a lot
2 help us here.

The United States and Israel made
a big issue oot of your statemests
that Palestinians selling their land
to Israel shovld be seatenced to
death. Can yor explain this roling?
Selling land 10 Jews is prohibited
since the 1917 Balfour Declaration be-
cause this helps in creating a foreign
stale in Pajestine. Muslim schoiars
from Palestine, Syria, India and else-
where in the Muslim world agreed
that anyone who sells land is breaking
away from the community of Mus-
lims. Thus, if he died, we would not
pray over his body and he should not
be buried in Muslim cemeteries.

Yet, I would like 1o clarify that the
reaj danger in this issue comes from
the broker and not from the person

hamed Sayed Tantawi, stated that
armed Palestinian resistance against
Iscael was a legitimate means of re-
sisting occupation. Do you agree?

T remember Sheikh Tanmawi's statement

peaceful ‘solutions and refused 1w
iﬁ?lcmmﬁnzhm r:;r'as agreed O;fl. it is
possible, a religious point of view,
to use arms in fighting Israel — exactly
as if arms are being vsed in fightng
aginst us — as a kind of self-defence.

Apd what is the Islamic view on sui-
cide bomb aftacks targeting Israei ci-
vihans? ;

them sign papers selling their land,
times. But T bave not giver an answer  Thus, the broker is the real crimina).
becanse the issue js very complicated

thern snswers which serve their inter-
ests, My answer o Israeli j i

when I was asked this question was 10
direct it to Yitzhuk Rabin. who was

death those who carry ou a military
coup, what the broker does is far more
dangerous.
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Albright on Thursday.

Should the Americans not publish their proposal. one other
option is for them to “disengage™ from mediating altogether.

There are signs that this is being considered. “In the ab-
sence of decisions taken by [the Israsli and Palestinian] lead-
ers to bridge the gaps themselves, there isn"t much the US
can do,” sard Rubin on Monday. “And one option has always
been for us 10 disengage from this kind of direct, catalyric
role. But it's not an option that Secretary Albright js ad-
vocating or an option we would like to see happen at all.”

It is easy to onderstand Rubin's reticence. “Dis-
engagement™ would basically be an admission by the Amer-
icans that its mediating role in the Oslo process is no longer
credible.

That stage bas not been reached yer And, in the meaniime,
fu'_afat is working to heighten Netanyahu's diplomatic iso-
ation.

One means to do this would be to convene a small-scale
Arab summit which, given the current mood in the Arab
world, would certainly issue harsh condemnations against Is-
rael. PA rinisters like Nabil Shaath are zlso quietly lobbying

“§

Patriarch Michel Sabah

What is the view of the Holy See on the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict?

The view of the Holy See is that all peoples on earth have the
same rights. No one should be superior or inferior to the other.
Palestinians and israclis should be alike. enjoy the same rights
and have the same right 10 have a state.

But the conflict here is unliks any conflict in the world. This is
the holy land, holy to Muslims, Christians and Jews. Thus, the
Holy See distinguishes betweza two areas in this coaflict: First,
the issue of political sovereignty and, second. free access for ajl
believers 1o the holy sites.

The Holy See is concerned ro see the issue of political sov-
ereignty solved. but 1 am a third party 10 this issue. What 1 am
concerned with is fres access. Whoever is sovereien bere, [ ask
him to free access to all believers. at all ames. But as a
local church, we say that even in the issue of soversignty, Pal-
estinians and Ismelis shonld enjoy equal rights, We also say that
Jerusalem should have a special starus. guarantead intemationaily.

Jerusalem is unlike any capital in the world. It is not London,
Paris or Cairo. It is a holy city which must remain apen to ail be-
lievers, whether in war or peace. Now, becanse we are nar Living
in a period of peace, Jerusalem is open W people from several
counries. but not to Palestinians.

What kind of special status does the Vatican snggest for Je-
rusalem?
The special status should be conceived by both people con-
cerned, Palestinians and Israelis, because dicy shouid both gov-
ern this special stagus. )
We nead no intemationalisation or other people from outside
10 come govern the eity. Jt will be a local siatus, governed by lo-
cal people. but the special stams should be supporied by world

go\'ernmtnls.

And what are the main problems facing Christians in terms
of free access to the holy sites?

The problem we have with pilgzims is the closore imposed on Je-
rusalem and even on Bethlehem In several incidents. pilgrims
cannot reach Bethlebem because of security closures.

Now, Israel is talling of a quota for pilgrims. We are afraid
that this quota will harm poer Chrisfian countries. From the point
of view of tourism. there will be more interest in rich countries.

As churches, we say vou [Israel] don’t have the ripht to impose
thesa quotas because this is a universal church Life. You cannot
interfere and tell oaly rich people to come. We are for the rich
and the . Both can be good helievers,

Pope John Paul Il mnoonced pians to visit Jernsalem for the
second jubilee celehrations. Some Arah conntries expressed
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Last ditch efforts end
in monumental failure
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Despite the Israeli govemment’s denials
to the contrary, it is difficult to see US
special envoy Dennis Ross’ latest foray
to the region as anything other than a
monumental failure for American
dipiomacy. Graham Usher writes

the European Union (EU) to 2o public with its own proposal
to forward the peace process instead of, or “alorgside”, the
American proposal. Having rejected the American’s. Ne-
tanyabu is unlikely 10 accept any EU offer. But a European
intervention would heighten the sense of crisis and aggravale
further the already stroined Israel-EU reladons. The PA
would see both as lending support 10 its case.

Whether such moves will force Netanyahn into undertaiing
a redeployment he clearly does not want is an open question.

Acconding to Israel's Yedior Aharonor newspaper, there are
seven members of the Isracli cabinet who are adamantly op-
posed to any further redeployment larger than nine per cent.
including Infrastruciure Minister Arizl Sharon. There are also
at least 10 members of the Knesset — led by the far-right
Land of lsrael Front head, Michel Kleiner — who bhave
pledged o bring down the government should it proceed with
any further redeployment, phased or otherwise.

“Netanyahv has to choose between President Clinton and
Michel Kleiner.” commented Mererz leader Yossi Sarid on
Monday. And so far — despite American anger, European
opposition and Arab fury — Netanyahu is choosing Kleiner.

ferh.charge that, SraalanmeMimster Netanyahu is actmg to enforcé‘ an exclusively Jewish character on the holy city. Khaled Dawoud
khEkg_emahSabn, and*fhef_ann Patriarch Michel Asaad Sabah, the first Palestinian ever to represent the Holy See in Jerusalem

%y Free access
and a state

fears that this will uphold Israel’s daim to the city because
the pope will be invited by the state of Israel.

Whenever the holy father visiis a country, he has 10 be tnvited
first by the focal church. This invitation is seconded by that of
the state. As a local church, we have invited him 0 come in the
year 2000. When he comes. he will, of course, face the prob-
lems we are facing,

We hape he will say the right word lo everyone. Israelis and
the Palestinians. Perhaps his word will belp. 1 know that his vis-
it might be interpreted as a silent recognition of the anneaation
of the city. But to those who believe so, this is net 3 recagnition,
it is a pilarimage._.. you cannot prevent the Holy See from mak-
ing his pilgrimage.

But Pope Shenouda I of Egypt bias banned Copts from vis-
iting Jerosalem for fear that this wounld be considered a rec-
ognition of Israel’s daim to the city. What is your evaloa-
tion of this stand?

We have pood ties with Pope Shenouda and we meel regularly.
We know his posidon and we talk about Jerusalem. Bt he has
his own vision on the issue of allowing pilgrims w visit Je-
rusalem, We agree that there is a poliical question over Je-
rusalem. But, on the religious level, we say *no’,

For myself. 1 cannot prevent simple believers from coming
here 10 pray. So, I can’t tell them not 10 come because there is a
political question.

The Coptic church has another problern. which is very Coptic.
that of El-Sulisn Monastery thanded over by Israel to the Ethi-
opian church). Perhaps that is another aspect which shaould be
added as a reason behind Pope Shenouda’s decision.

I respect his decision, but | do not share iL

Finally what is your estimate of the current state of the
peace process?

I think peace is dead now. Bul with 1hat we say there is no way
out of this situpion without the peace process. The party re-
sponsible for the death of this process is the present Neranyahu
governmenl. However. what gives us hope that this process
could be revived is that the majority of Isrzelis suppor! a just
peace. This means that they suppost the establishment of a Pal-
estinjan state.

The state is the best solution to caim lsrael’s security fears.
Once Palestinians have their staie. they will grow stronger or
weaker within their own boundaries. They will no Jonger react
within Isracl’s border.

Israef cannot hope 1o have peace without giving Palestinians
all their freedom, mcluding their right to have a state, Even Ha-
mas and others will, when they have a staie, siop their re-
sistance against {sracl.
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Hellopolls. Horus Centre, 47
Cleopatra St, Second Floor
Giza: Royal Centre, Al-Haram
St, Second Floor

Hilton Ramsis Shopping
Mall: Shop no. 310, Third Floor

Manial: 133 Abdel-Aziz
Al-Seoud St.

Maadi Grand Mall: Shop no.
422, Second Floor

Mohandessin: 9 Lebanon St.
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Alexandrla. 91 Ahmed Shawki
St, Mostafa Kamel Station

Alexandria: 362 El-Geish St,
Gleem

PJ '.?. .')

Tanta: 52 El-Bahr St, beside
El-Moalemeen Club
Minya: Abdel-Moneim
El-Ghazi St, in front of Minya
Court

Suez: 15 Hoda Sharawi St,
El-Nemsa District

Port Said: 23 July St,
El-Mohandessin Tower

Shebeen El-Koom:
Stadium Road
El-Mansoura: Salab Centre,
Corniche St.

El-Mahala El-Koubra: 21

Shoukri El-Koutali St, Henawi
Building

Kafr El-Sheikh: El-Nabaw1
El-Mohandes St.

Assiut: El-Nemis St.

Our stores = Caireos
Capello: Al-Ahram St,
Heliopolis
Rana Class: Roxi Sq
Heliopolis
Zawgati: 2 Amar bin Yasser St,
Heliopolis
Scada: Abass El-Akkad St, Nasr
City |

Unr stores outside Cairo:
Alexandria:
Le Monde, Lagité Cinema,
Gentleman Shops, Saad Zaghloul St.
ZLagazig:
Freedom, El-Kawmia St.
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On the one hand, “calamity”; on the other,
“liberation”. How can two contradictory narratives
be reconciled in a common destiny? Hassan
Khidr investigates the semiotic sleights-of-hand

¢ Eeb

which serve to obscure the historic responsibilities Years
— and to obstruct the creation of a future of dispossession
|

k WB&M#WM.
fransmitier a receiver. Tt is a vehirle for
thought, fantasy and dreams. The reality we at-
tempt w0 describe is nor immune w the emoticnal

mmmmm'mthﬂaﬂ.h

o representations of reality, we trans-

e o a2 iy
. o o a it i -
. majority populati .

iing Jewiai if, of wranstorning the -t AR N Sl T b S s
i i i mma e 43 30 : 4 with fhe caption “Sotne 216,000
decay in fofoés and fhe. patient assemblage of the -acts on higtory and is-acted tpon by. §5:535 ' R AT e

anything to suggest an oncoming ca-
tasttophe? Or shoold we rather be thinkiog in = with the other nadopal Kheration 7.
tetims of an historic responsibility, in the hght-of movernents that sprang up in the.

‘wake of World War IL Secondly, it

locates the Jewish drive to settle Pal-
estine -as an historical event — the ;.

ysis and the birth of a
body of Literature heavily imbued with a longing
for a lost paradise. This iteratore is inhabited by .

gistance as they awsit the day of salvarion. © 7 (albeitanation without a land). .
" . Por this sign w be complete, cer- :

ple projects itself onto the land it + . LF T T T T b
As for the expulsion of the majority of the in-
" digenous popularion, it was the tragic resalt of the

5 ;

we stand at the threshold to 1the next fifty years.
raionale which would recreate the search for the
lost Paradise may have its . bul only if

culrural sroup in question. However, the sign is not
immmable. It is perpewually mutating, which ex-
plains the constant change in beliefs in various so-

!

rr.

abscebed into the evolution of the social elite of the

b workd Seulady fn those countries bor- * 3

dexing on Palestine where the blawe for defeat was

Jaid at the-door of defective Weapons and treach- -
signification

At the Arab level, therefore, the
reinforced.

mumlﬂ_:monmmmhaﬂtobuy&m
aid a. o T %

.bem;]i'vingmﬂx?land?uronlynmmofdeo—
. ades and thar controlled less than seven per cent of

that land mﬂimenthlstmmlm-

independence in

§
a
g
g

- of the Ralfour Declaration and the original guar-

amtors of the Jewish settlr movement in Palestine

mral nationalist movements bad emerged in the
saxne place 8t the same tine, Jeading inevitably o

.. migmdesstnding and an mability to find the

mmmagninst_meBﬁﬁshoewpim

. emd for 1

tended o dislodge the nascent Jewish “in-
dependent™ entity. The subsequent and quite ob-
j became, in tum, a

perpeinal agitation agajns 1srael.
ual;alspg?m.me ‘:’in-dcpegggnic,ibe-

i , the aotion of " is
still a central sign in Israeli nasrative and discourse.
Neventbeless, in the work of the pew gencration of
{Jsraelf] historians and social scientists, it is pos-
sible to come acroes new devclopmeats, the results

" of which are diffieult & predict, bur which

that the official narrative has exhaysied many of its
ideological defences and sustaining fallactes. These

.developmenis have revolved around 1wo points:

the investigation into the origins of the Palestinian
fefugee problem, and the re-examination of the Zi-

" onist movement’s failore 10 address the existence

of the Pulestinians nrtil 1948. These nquiries have
yielded a recogmition of the centrality of the Zionist
conflict, not with the British, but with the Pal-
estinians, in conjunction with a realisation that the
Zionist leaders canmiot be exonerared of their re-
sponsibility for the expolsion of the Palestinians
ignoring their nationalist ambitions az the
time of the Briush protectoraie. Even if dwse new
developments are only directly known in a few nar-
row academic circles; their 1 e cahnot be
underestimated, a5 they intersect with the anxiedes
and questions that fave in the works of a
mumber of lsrael novelists end poets over the past

three decades.

The process of linguistic codification is inter-
twined with a ramge of other cultuml efements,
among which are the relationship of a specific cul-
mmhsdf.mcmofilsupacityforsglf-
criticism and he relative impatance of & specific

.lingnistic gn'at_aq:eeiﬁc time and place for the

cieties.

While notba may have served 1o bide whar the
Palestinians were incapable of doing or expressing
five decades ago, the

ir present circumstances are
very different. The current minority-majority con-
ﬂiuinPﬂcsﬁneisinnead;]fl:rtgvionofitssigust._
Specifically the problem Or 2 FESIOMAtoD o
the former demographic superiority. The lost Pal-
estine will never remm. As for the real Palestine. it
exists in the Pulestine of today with it particular

ic, culmral and lingwistic characreristics,
and most potably with iis modest majority of Jews
apd its Palestinian minority that stands to become a

buman drama, was thai Palesunian sovercignty
over the land was viclenily wrested away and sup-
planied by a model of exchsive Jewish statehood.
The displaced Palestinians did not counter with a
model of statehood of their owm unil the latter half
of the seventies, Even (hea they were incapable of
elevating that mode] from the stams of a political
slogan to a sign of significance in their own nar-
rative of events and, sadly. il was forgotien in the
onrush of subsequent political developments.

The Palestinizne stlf face the task of deriving a2
model of statshood of solving the Pal-
estiniap-Jewich question. Today, this task appears
more urgent than ever. This year the Palestinians
have been comnetnorating the passage of fifty
years since they lost their comtry. If the aim of this
antention js 1o incile the collecuve memory [o de-
fend the land of its identity by invoking the names
of more Palestimam villages ihat were eradicuted
and the hunan soifering tha this agendered, then
we must conchade that the war which juxtaposed
the Palestinian memory with that of the Zionist co-
loniser stll dominaes the Palestinian mimdset as

oty gﬂmgmwd:;lny ;heofbitg;
ness and gri ity in
mchalimammcwnﬁmhﬁ&omlhem}tyof

Thlt’:backlashagainsllbesignmkbnispmofm
the Palestinian narrative has reached the age of ma-
turity, Every account of “what is im-
plicit with proposals of “what shoold be”. The way
in which we narrale our stores is determined by
the end we want to bear. The conilict between two
siories — between the Palestinian apd Israeli nar-
ratives -— is both the essence of and the key o this
conflict. T do not believe that the rifis that have
emerged in the isracli narative of the event should
remain 3 purely Ismeli concern. On the conrary,
we should make these rifis into one of our most im-
portant priorties. The more we can contribute to
expanding those rifts and 10 determining what po-
tential they cffer, the closer we will come to ander-
standing the end that we seck.

We who are alive today and who have ex-
perienced the war between Palestinian memory
and the Zionist colomisers will not live 1o see the
end of the next fifty years. However, we can start
to think about what it should be liks and o sow the
sceds whose fruit our children will reap half a cen-
tury from now. Palestine will always he where it is.
The problem will be how 1o judge those who have
not understood the lessons of the past and 50 re-
main mired in the repetition of its mistakes.

Hassan Khidr is the recipienmt of this year's Pal-
estine Award Jor best newspaper columnist. He is
ulso an expert on Isracli literature. He has pub-
lished a study on ihe subject of “Hawiyyat Al-

Akhar™ {1996, Ittihad El-Kuttab publications), and

transiated a novel by David Grossman.
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Dangerously si

The recent electoral victory of the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party h

In an early gesture. Awal Behari Vajpayee under-

ton. The one was as se-

lly,

as profound implications not only for relation
mad, writing from Islamabad, asks some h

deliver desperately needed

ut true

s with Pakistan, but

ard questions

Kashmir policy. Realities o the ground have

for the balance of power in the South Asian region as a whole. Eqbal Ah I
- ’ : There_is:m&ngnudalsommiﬁm's

lined the importance he araches to India's re-
!nuons with Pakistan when immediately after be-
ing swomm in as prime minister he turned up at the
India-Pakistan bockey match. greeted the players.
and waiched the game just long enough — eight
minutes — 1o see his team score a goal. That's
quintessential Vajpavee. He Likes 10 be friendly
and gracious — and he loves 1o win,

He leads a shaky coalition of 19 parties and an
obese team of 42 ministers 1o which he an-
ticipates additions. A cat with 19 mils may not
survive very long. If it does. it will oot run ef-
ficiently.

Vajpayee has been wise and bold. nevertheless.
in assigning jobs. For the finance portfolio. he by-

Murli Manohar Joshi. an economic na-
tionalist and a ranking leader in his own Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP) who is highly favoured
by the BIP's ancestor-organisation Rashiriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). in favour of Yash-
want Sinha, a relative newcomer to the party and
an economic liberal. a clear signal of moderation
addressed ta capital, both domestic and foreign.
As home minister. BJP president L K Advani has
the responsibility of keeping order which will be
quite a challenge for one given o creating dis-
turbances of the peace. As defence minister. the
irrepressible George Fernandes is likely 1o make
media-waves and follow the brass the best he can.
The prime minister has kept the foreign affairs
portfolic to himself, which is an indication of his
tnterest and also of the importance he attaches 1o
India"s foreign relations.

If Vajpayee's government lasts even hudf its le-
gal tenure, its domestc impact is likely wo be
Targely ideclogical, while its leader devotes his
amention to international diplomacy. At a confer-
ence in St Lanka last week several Indian schol-
ars, including Ashish Nandy who is among In-
dia’s wmost original thinkers. emphasised the
BJP's evolution toward moderation and secular-
ism, and also its dependence on allies whose
agendas can only dilute its own. They were con-
vincing up 1o 2 point: in so far as hard policies
are concerned. the BIP government is likely to
vield at best continuity rather than change. “They
will make symbolic changes™ agrees Ashish
Nandy.

The impact can be harmful. nevertheless. Sym-
bolic gestures and events invarably have sub-
stantive consequences for the lives of nations and
peoples. Ofien the effects of concreie events and
policies are more easily reversed by antidotal ac-
tion than is the legacy of symbolic influences.
Symbols shape culture. outlook. atitudes and
jdentides. Pakistanis who have lived through the
hollow opportunism of Z A Bhuwo's populist pos-
turing and Mobammad Ziaul Haq's Islamisation
process will recogaise the truth of this observa-

Another round for the Tsar

ganov was noncommittal — say- clearly where your competence
ing that he could not "make any ends and rely on members of stitution. the president can dis-

Emerging buoyed and in-

the young man inte Cher-
nomyrdin’s office, pointed to the

‘-.w
rious about the people’s in- =,
terests as the other was % %
about Islam. Each in his e
own way was a “moderate’. jé
wedded 1o opporwunity rath-
er than to pringiple.

Yet. the afterlife of their
symbolic engagements con-
tinues to distont Pakistani
political and culwral life.
As a party, the BJP runs the
doubie jeopardy of carrying
both the populist and the
sectarian germs. Unable to
deliver an effective and
purposeful government. it
ts likely to compensate for
its Failures with grand ges-
tures toward its rhetorical
promise of “one nation and
one culwre’. As Ra-
bindranath Tagore feared
seven decades ago. svmbal-
ic gesticulation of this sort
could have a devastating ef- 4

fect on this multi-caste. S N o
mulicultural and multi- Protesters burn the effigy of Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee (photo: AFF)

religious country. .

A sense of anxiety prevails among India’s
neighbours. especially in Pakistan. Their concern
has been augmented by the BJP leaders’ state-
ments that they might formally introduce nuclear
weapons into India’s military arsenal. There are
ambiguities in those statements, and there is no
certainty as to what they actually intend. India’s
peighbours ~— none of whom wish to live in the
shadow of the bomb — should nevertheless take
this threat seriously and make, as vigorously and
quietly as possible. whatever efforts they can 10
dissuade Delhi from so dangerous a course. There
are greater risks in this situation for Pakistan than
for any other country. as it alone has unresolved
disputes with India. Moreover. Pakistan’s secur-
ity environment will be affected by the activation
of the Prithvi and Agni missile programmes. and
it alone will have to welgh its nuclear options. in
tact, the political pressure on ils government to
match India may overwhelm all rational calcula-
don

The need to put pressure on India not to commit
itself to a nuclear arsenal is urgent. But if it is w0
be effective it should be quict and systernatic. Re-
cem statements by Pakistani officials once again
underline their proclivity to disregard the re-
lationship between sound and effect. and to ig-
nore the distinctions berween diplomacy and
propaganda. The great powers need to show a
sense of concern and resolve which are best con-
veyed by firm pressures and tacticat silence. Blus-

ter and threats suggest panic and pugnacity. A mo-
mentous is sue is then reduced to a South Asian
squabble.

Wilhout underestimating its imporance to
South Asian security, one ought also to under-
stand that Pakistan is not the prime “target” at is-
sue in the BJP’s quest for nuclear power.

In fact, the BJP leaders are among the few peo-
ple in India who are genuinely content with In-
dia’s 1947 partition. Authentic communalists,
they are happy to be rid of po less than 25¢ mil-
lion Muslims. now divided berween Pakistan
and Bangladesh. In retrospect India’s partition
was an RSS dream come true, and they would
not want to undo it. As for India’s desire for heg-
emony. it is well-known that hegemony is not
achieved by possessing the nuclear or any other
bomb. BJP leaders wish to declare their nuclear
weapons because they view it as a passport to
the "great pawers club’, and they are obsessed
with the formal enirance conditiens. Danger-
ously silly. but true.

There are few domestic constraints t0 hold them
back. In India as in Pakistan public opinion is not
opposed 1o muclear weapons., Differences exist
within the establishment oaly as to the degree of
ambiguity that should accompany their posses-
sion. differences which governments have easy
ways of resolving. Moreover, the BJP is likely to
remain a shaky coalition, and bence unlikely to

The Russian president sacked his whole cabinet last
week, and it seems he hopes to do the same to the parlia-
ment. Abdel-Malek Khalil writes from Moscow

sequences — under the 1993 con-

bread and butter to the peo-
E ple. Governments which do
not deliver seek refoge in pa-
* triotic fervour. Hence i
need to neutralise the BJP'S
inner contradictions through
exiernal stimoli. This is bét-
ter achicved by quiet di-
plomacy than public wam-
ings and confrontations.

Over the years Vajpayee
has taken a keen mierest m
Pakistan. He believes that
pormal and stable relations
between the two countries
are essential for India to be-
come a successfnl player in
international politics. “The

t powers exploit our dif-
erences,” he said to me
many years ago. As foreign
minister. his enbusiastic ef-
fons o i relations
surprised Pakistanl officials.
He is likely again to make
vigonous gestures o Improve
trade and cultoral exchange.
Yet he is not likely to nego-
tiaste Kashmir on Pakisiani or even Kashmiri
terms. Lacking the necessary numbers in pariia-
ment, bis governmeat cannot repeal Article 370 of
the Indian Constitution even if it wants to. But it
can harden its military posture in Kashmir, and es-
calate the ongoing covert warfare with Pakistan.
Given the current composition of the Pakistani es-
wblishmeat, its response may be symmetical.
Indo-Pakistan relations would become then highly
susceptible to miscalculations. In Isiamabad, as in
Delhi, it is time to let analysis prevail over in-
stinct.

Pakistan should weigh its alternatives in case In-
dia does explicitly claim nuclear capacity. A aum-
ber of questions arise: What strategic or political
benefits accrue from renocuncing Pakistan’s pos-
tre of ambiguity? How can open — as against
unidersiood/assumed — possession of muclear
weapons enhance its security? Will the pressure of
the great powers on Pakistan be comparable to
their pressure oa India? Are we willing 1o bear
those pressures? What kind of arms mee would in-
evitably follow as a resuit of two-way weapon-
isation? Is Pakistan in a position to emer such an
arms race against India? What, if any, are the swa-
tegic. political, and economic advaniages in main-
taining the present posture of ambiguity? These
are serious questions requiring research, amalysis
and debate. There is a taboo of sorts surrounding
this subject. Officials could do citizens the favowr
of initiating this much-needed discussion.

changed. have argued this case repeatedly and &t
length. Quotations from Gencral _Sundeqce_ and
cirations of Indian human rights viokations canne
chanse those realities. If the nationial intevest is 1o
be served, they have i0 be confronzed. .

But nothing is more central 7ight now ke Paki-
stan's security than pexce in Afghanistan and i
provement of relations with Iran. They are peigh-
bours with extensive bordérs with Pakistan. and
share with us affinities of cuiture. history amd
faith. Since Pakistan's founding, lran has beea a
loval friend. and a source of securfry: becuse our
inerests were cmlplenienmy Harmony is oer
geopolitical imperative. In recent years o policy

our policy, particulardy as 1
concerns Afghanistan, has soured relations be-
tween 5. These mast be restored to their naoeeal,
coﬂabomﬁ\'estam.Nmftﬂisil_mmtﬁnlmbe-

Not long ago Pakistani officials used o claim
kudos for bleeding the Soviet Union in Af-

i The Soviets departed. The Americans
Jeft too, having cashed in their ivesiments, A
decade larer, Afghanistan’s Muojahidecn continue
mmakeminoemwtof!hemmuyandmhqp-
less people. Our officials deny respoasibility
with impressive ingenuity and zero effesl. Two
facts about this ugly civil war e m-
controvertible. Pakistan is the donmaant power
in relatior 1o Afghaniston: the strongest, most
retrograde, and most anii-Shi'a wamng faction
enjoys its support. Iran, along =hh Uzbekistan
and Russia, is aiding the Taiban"s foctious op-
ponents. Thus external facters bave become o
ganically linked to Afghanistan’s wamar cul-
tre, and its economy of drugs. gums and
smuggling. If peace is the goal, those links must
be broken. There is ro point in apportianing
guilt. The probiem and the opporunihes 1 solve
it can be ideatified.

Afghanistan has lost its cenmre. The people that
were imown in mraditional Muslim socicties as ahJ
al-hall wal agd (decision-makers) have vanished
from it. There are oo peacemakers left in Af-
ghanistan. That possibility can only come from
outside. ibility rests with Pakistan and
fran, with the United Nations serving as a fa-
cilitator. Only when a peace process SIarts io &ar-
nest can one persuade the United States, the Eu-
ropean powers and Japam to provide the
incentives of a meaningfal zid package for Af-
ghanistan’s reconstruction. Ambassador Lakhdar
Brahimi, a highly respected Algerian diplomat,
bas larely been in Islamabad secking peace for

i on the UN's behalf. The time to be-
gin the high of peace is now. May onc hope
thar Prime Minister Vajpayee will bave the pleas-
ure of warching Pakistan score this time?

vigorated afier a one-week
eclipse in a five-star Moscow
clinic to treat his latest bout of
ill-health. Russian President Bor-
is Yeltsin seemed ready and able
to go on the political warpath
once again. Yeltsin dropped a
political bombshell last Monday
by announcing the dismissal of
his entire cabinet. including his
loyal and long-serving Prime
Minister Viktor Chermomyrdin.
After having sacked his own po-
litical cronies without facing any
major outcry, Yeltsin asked 35-
year-old political novice. Sergei
Kiriyenko, to form a new cab-
inet. ;

A former banker and oil com-
pany executive with only seven
months’ experience in govern-
ment as energy and fuel minister,
Kiriyenko seems to be the most
likely candidate to succeed Cher-
nomyrdin as prime minister. “Ki-
riyenko is a2 new man in the cor-
ridors of power.”” announced
Yeltsin to reporters as he ushered

presidential portratt on the wall
and warned Kiriyenko to keep it
hanging until the year 2000.

In a reference to the catastroph-
ic decline of the country™s econ-
omy since deregulation and ec-
onomic liberalisation took off
under his administration, Yeltsin
blamed his former cabinet for
“lacking dynamism and initiative,
new outlooks, fresh approaches
and ideas.™

Youthful, dynamic and brim-
ming over with fresh initiatives.
Kiriyenko could usher in a new
era of economic recovery. De-
spite Yelwsin's loaded rhetoric.
Kiriyenko's innovative approach
bas not yet been divulged.

Relatively unknown, even 0
political insiders like Communist
Party leader Geanady Zyuganov.
Kiriyenko's sudden and un-
expecied selection for the top
cabinet post remains shrouded in
mystery. After meeting with the
Prime Minister-Nominee, Zyu-

immediate conclusions because
[Kiriyenko) does not have full in-
formation. does not know the real
situztion in any field except the
one he was dealing with."”

Gennady Selezayov, speaker of
the Duma — the lower house of
parliament — oppeared even less
impressed with Kiriyenko. de-
claring in no uncertain terms that
the former energy and fuel min-
ister did not qualify for the pre-
miership. “He lacks economic ex-
perience that would enable him to
be in charge of the huge Russian
economy.”

Notwithstanding Yeltsin's flow-
ery public rhetoric. Kiriyenko
himself seemed to concur with
Seleznyov's assessment. [n an in-
terview with the Russian daily fz-
vestia, Kiriyenko admitted he felt
overwhelmed by the mm of
events. “I'm frightened, very
frightened. It"s impossible to be a
professional in every field. The
essential thing is to understand

your team for the rest.”

Despite Kiriyenko's evident
lack of qualifications to assume
the second most important post in
the Russian government, the
Clinton administration was quick
to back Yelwsin's bizarre choice
of a premier saying that he had
the “reformist credentials™ to do
the job. *Kiriyenko seems to be a
dynamic gentleman. He has a rep-
utarion as a vigorous supporter of
the geperal policies of economic
reform supported by President
Yeltsin,” said US State De-

partment  deputy  spokesman
James Foley.
Intent on pushing his protégé to

form a new cabinet as quickly as

possible and get on with the job

of his ill-fated economic reform
programme, which bhas brought
the country to the brink of ec-
onomic disaster, Yeltsin issued a
stern waming to parliament to ap-
prove his prime minister-
designaie or face the con-

solve parliament and call for early
elections in case the latter rejects
his choice of premier three times
in a row. “Do not bring about a
new cycle of confrontation,” Yelt-
sin told the parliament in tele-
vised remarks. “I will not let any-
one get away with it Tt is useless
even rying.”

Empowered to impose the pre-
mier and cabinet of his choice on
the Russian parliament, Yelisin is
sure to win all rounds in this un-
even battle. Some political an-
alysts even believe that Yeltsin's
real aim in sacking his cabinet
and choosing an unquaiified pre-
mier-clect was to engineer a polit-
ical upheaval that would, in the
end, justify his dissolution of a re-
calcitrant Communist-dominated
Duma. Should this scenario come
to pass. Yeltsin would be in the
position to call for new elections
and let a pliant and compliant Ki-
rivenko porsue reforms with
youthful dynamism and vigour.

~

New administrative  practice

have a Danish parent.

Before 1 January 1979,

was Danish. According to the
January 1961 and 1 January 1979

foreign father,

regardless of residence in Denmark.

the Danish Embassy.

residence requirement in relation to
acquisition of Danish citizenship by
naturalisation regarding children who

Danish
_ citizenship was only acquired by birth of
children in a mixed marriage if the father
was Danish, but not if only the mother

practice, children born between |

marriage between a Danish mother and a
which could have
acquired Danish citizenship if the
mother had made a declaration during
the period from 1 January 1979 to 31
December 1981, can now be naturalised

For ﬁlrthei' information please contact

NOTICE
from
THE DANISH EMBASSY T b ot weatd sy I & Tew

nuggets, Last year, African nations collectively
received $700 million in American aid.

The economic centrepiece of Clinton’s Al-
rican tour was his announcement in Jo-
hannesburg that the Overseas Private Investment
Corporation, set up to underwrite risky loans to
Third World countries, is to launch three special
funds totalling $650 million — mostly in guar-
antees to American firms doing business in Af-
rica. But Clinton’s pledge to write off bilateral
debts in Africa’s weakest economies could hard-
ly be regarded as groundbreaking.

Clinton's Growth and Oppertunity Bill, now
before the US Senate, is widely seen as a barely
veiled American attempt to colonise Africa.
Many Africans have dubbed it neo-colonial.
*That the provisions of this bill will restrict our
new freedom to trade with other countries is some-
thing we find totally unacceptable,” South Af-
rican President Nelson Mandela lashed out in an
ina angzy, NO-NONSCASE Lone, on 2 welevised CNN in-

terview,

Without casting aspersions on Clinon's cred-
ibility as a kindly benefactor, the American pres-
ident’s gesture is, simply put. no big deal. “We
in the West are intimately involved in Africa,
ot just historically: we have the moral re-
sponsibility tw lind ways of reducing sub-
stantially the crushing burden of debt which
compromises the economies of entire nations
and sends millions of Africans to early graves,”
Britains archbishop of Canterbury, the head of
the Anglican Church which has a following of
some 70 million in Africa. explained during his
own African tour a couple of moaths azo. The
Pope,-toe, has jong campaigned for the under-
writing of the continent's crippling debt burden.
The pontiff has an even bigger African fol-
lowing of some 200 million.

on
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Clinton, as well, has a following of sors. His

- Colonising Bill

visit made giants out of one or two political up-  seveni overran Kampala in 1986 after a five-

Africa's concems but the

The US president made noises about understanding

most au fait on the continent

were not impressed, writes Gamal Nkrumah

starts, and they shall no doubt remain eternally  year war in which over half a million Ugandan:

African economic recovery which does not in-
5  clude America Americans are the money mas-

grateful for a widely publicised presidential perished. Ugandans recently gave Museveni ters. “If the end of his irip is the end of his intex-

bandshake.

fluential men. Many had in the past accumulated Museveni.
great wealth and power without any account-

k 725 per cent of the vote in “no-party elections.” in Africa, ici
But Clinton also met some of Africa’s most in- Everyp:ne_, Clinton included, ol;eapedepraisznin flow 1 0 shere are no real poficies that

flow from it, then it is not going (o be significant
for either Aﬁican-Anm'icglns%r Mris;a.." COm-

Clinton’s lighming visit 0 war-lom Rwanda memed Chemi Waters, vice presidens of Lnter-

ability, but Clinton met with the chosen few. was an eloquent apology for the magic lessons of  Action, an African-American coalifion group of

Last Wednesday, he amended an Eost African  the 1994 Tutsi holocaust where 500,000 people  over 160
perished in a most appalling manner “because of Y nos-profit develapment

summit where he met veteran African political
gury, Mwalimu Julius Nyerere, Tanzania's firt  the world's indifference,” Clinton confessed.
president, ::ﬂld l;lyerere's compairiof, the sec-
retary-general of the Organisation of African least no consensus, hat 1o do wi ia®
Unity tOAL) Salim Ahmed Salim. Sent Abach who 55 e

Organisations..
But there are doubts that America’s interest in
Africa is skin-deep. France is still the biggest in-

In Washington, there is much confusion, or at  vestor in Africa, even though thar misht change

5 once and for all afier the Clinton visit. The US

military ruler Gen. Sani Abacha who is due to  and France account for half of investment in Af-

Kenyan President Danicl Arap Moi and Con-  stond — and most probably win — in pres-  rica. The comtinent Is a market the US can no

golese President Laurent Déciré Kabila are in  idential elections scheduled for October 1998, In

longer afford 10 ignore. Clinton’s African toar

America’s bad books, but they were considered  South Alrica, Clinton announced that he is will-  will undoubtedly raise Africa’s in £

too important 1o be left out. Nodding like old  ing to accept Abacha as Nigeria's president if
men in the sun, thev made all the right noises, won the forthcoming Ocﬁaber elections: "I‘wh;

_ﬁemthfﬁmvisi:byanm .
ident will probably take piace sometime tom

then politely changed the subject when the weeks earlier Susan Rice, Clinton's chief Africa  the end of the first decade of the mext cephi

touchy issue of the necessity (o harmonise posi-  side and assistant secretary of state for African
! estio affairs, warned that Washington would -
The Washington-initiated African Crisis Re- cept Abacha as Nigeria's lpmsident evm a

tions on security questions arose.

By then, there will be countries on whose polit-
:mlformnesdwmﬁreconﬁnem'sﬁ:rm:dde-

Initiative. with $35 million allocated by civilian guise. Presidential National Security pends. There will be Nigeria, probably free of

the US Congress. is a controversial security ar-  Adviser Sandy Bel who accompanied - i
rangement thal unnerves many African leaders.  ton on his Agimnrgt:ru'r, told reponers in S?:lul:lllh e oo nation and

military dictatorship, stifl by far Africa’s most
perhaps porerially the rich-

Scopics have been batierod into subcnission.  Africa that there was no contradielon or change  Hnea B e, sod econgmically on he cot-

The Great Lakes region remains a tinderbox.  of policy on Nigeria. Berger went on to j
“But from Cape Town o Kampala, from Dar-es-  that if Abacha gr:?med polit‘ivcal ;r'i‘some:sphan‘g
Sglam to Dakar, democracy is gaining strength,  beld fre2 and Fair elections, Washington would

business is growing, peace is maki - ; Pty
Clinton assured Afﬁcgss leaders, Mg progress,”  accept him as Nigeria's civilian ruler.

no-party  democracy.

Many saw Clinton’s visit to Kampala a5 con-

secrating Museven] as the regional kingpin. Mu- Conventional wisdom does not foresee a full

tnent, Ethiopia, with a capital where the QAU
is located, may increase 1o 30 million people
from:tspmsentq{)million;(:ongo.whichmy
no longer be Kabila's Congo then, could be the

continent’s st strmegically sinmted resource-

; It wouldn't be i i i : : p
It was Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni, publicly emm:ﬁ'ﬁtmgﬁgﬂﬁ“gﬁ rich country with a population twice as big 25

the host of the ¢ast African summii, who stole  er. Clinton's erabrace of Ghana® i

the show with his championing of un- Rawlings was testament o ho': l:!;.;:llhlﬁ‘f’inlteJ;urryl-

conventiona] causes such as Elan-A.ﬁ'mmsm and  itary rulers who have had a change of heart and
o d usevenl's  non-  tum civilian become — no matter how abom-

mﬂfomﬁ; I:;lcws on democracy and good gov-  inable their bumari rights record once was, The

emav:? sway. Clinton gave a nod of ap- White House asked Congress to put $26 million

pre aside for the “Education for Good Governmend™

omia’s and straddling a river basin which
_bolds 50 per cent of Africa’s fresh warer res-

Africo. the lme pan-Aftican” leader Kwame
Nkrumah's vision of a United Staes of Africa
will not be such a far-off dream as it seems to-
day. More African leaders will understand the

The next time an Amesican president visils

of Museveni's maxim: Pan--
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Tight budget, generous plan

The Shura Council this week approved the new state budget and development pian for the fiscal year 1998-1999. Gamal Essam EI-Din reports

The Shura Council launched this week's annua[
debate on the government's budget and plan for
the coming fiscal year 1998-1999, which will
pcgmo_nlluly.Soasmminazighcsmnd-
mgpnhcyaspfmofﬂ::emmmicreformpm-
gramine, .genﬁn_lﬁhasbeencappedati.l!gl.‘z
billion, LE.7 bj on or 9.2 per cent higher than
the previous year. The gross budget defieit will

%eDaPs low as LES00 million or 1 per cent of the

Finaoce Minister Mobicddin El-Gharib, od-

dressing the Couneil lamt Saturdzy, indicat
dzattl_len{:ot;udgetw isgovemergaybylzwholemed
shopping jectives. Topping this list, he
added, is the creation of a u;repp':':ﬁmumble en-

vironment for investnent and made. “In this new -

budgel, we want io tell investors and business-
mentha:ﬁswpoliciesinEgyptmmqui:e

mansparent. They are primarily aimed ar im- -

p:_'o_‘lingﬂxe_genera]chmmofinvemmtand
g_wmgthcpnvatesq:roragwerm!einthem-
tional economy. Besides, the reporis of the inter-

national lending mstitutions have beaped praise -

upon the soccessful ecomomic policies of the
Egyptian government. For example, the govem-

ment has been able, in line with its agreement

with I'-hte IMF, ;_o I:te!;p the budget deficit xoma
very low Jevel for third rnning,” El-
Gharib said. year

Next on the list of the new budget’s ob-

. increasing public spendi

Jectives,” Ei-Ghaib- said, are raising the real ec-

- onomic growth rate 10 6.2 per cent of GDP and

ing on social services,
According to FI-Ghardb. the mew bodger al-
locates LE43.5 billion to social services, com-
10 LE31.7 billion last year, an increase of

8 per cent. As a result, the social dimeosion
accoonts for 38 per cent of otal spending under
the new budger. “Our objective is lo achieve

-higher’ fnvestment rates, bat not a1 the expense

of allocating amoants Lo Social services
at the same time. We want the rich to achieve
higher profits because this will be reflected in
more labour-intensive projects. We want the
poor 10 cobperate and accept that there are rich
people whose projacts bring both greater profits
for themselves and more for oth-
ers.” El-Gharib argoed. i )

- El-Gharib also revealed-that the government
has allocated LE24.4 billion for servicing do-

-mestic and foreign debts. *The servicing of for-

eign debis this year requires LE4.4 billion. while
the servicing of domestic debts will require 2s
oneh as LEJQ billion. The rise in domestic debt
does not bode ill for the national economy, since
it is primarily due o the government’s current
efforts to reschedule debis of public sector com-
panies 1o banks. Right now, we are setting aside
half of the privatisation proceeds im order to pay
off these debts and as privatisation

we will be abla to settle an even farger pant of
these debts. Anyhow. domestic debis sill ac-
count for a meve 4.8 per ceal of GDP and will
drop o 2.8 per cent next year,™ said El-Gharib.

Elaboraring on the state’s major source of nev-
cnues, El-Gharib deplored the level of tax and
custom evasion jp the coumry, which is sill
among the highest i the wordd, “It is really sad
to say that only 10 per cemt of those 1axpayers
who are required 10 submit their anoual financial
statemenis w0 the Tax Authority this month do
s0.” El-Gharib said. However, he predicted that
state Tevenues are nevertheless expected to rise
by 10 per cent in the new fiscal year o LESS
billion, primarily through Laxes and custom du-
ties,

_ Miaister of State for Planning Zafer El-Bishri,
also addressing the Council last Saturday. stated
that the 1998-99 socio-econotmic development
plan has set a target for GDP to reach LEX68.7
bitlion, an increase of 6.2 per cemt over fas
year's LE253.1 billion. Seventy-one per cent of
this amount, he added. will be accounted for by
the private sector. El-Bishri explained 1hat the
new plan had been prepared at a time when the
international economic community bas been wit-
nessing severe financial crisis in Sovtheast Asia
and at the same time un economic

in the Uniled States of America “Al-
though the Southeast Asian mehdown hil many

countrics hard, 1 had very Iie necative effect
on the Exyprian economy. We have been able 10
achieve o number of very sucvessful monetary
and fiscal reforms. renovate our infrastrucrure
and wpgrade a large part of our productive as-
sets, OQver the last 16 years. we have invested
LEA47 billien in reviving our economy. This
amount is unprecedented in the history of Egvpt
in the 20th century. Cut of this amount, LEZ16
billion was uliocated to repovating infra-
struemre, LE19! hillion 1o building productive
capacity and LE30 billion to the service sector.”
El-Bishri said. He added thot the value of in-
vestments under the pew plan is projected at
LEG5.8 bilhon, 56 per cent of which is 10 come
frome the privote secior. Domestic savinas will fi-
nance 95.3 per cent of tiese 1ota] investmenis.
According 10 El-Bichri, industry comes top of
the sectors receiving investmenis with 45.3 per
cent {LE1L.7 billion) of the total. “Industry is
now the most imporam sector with the highest
value added o the Egvpiian economy. The con-
tribution of this sector to GDP increased from
12.9 per cemt in 1981-82 10 18.5 per cem this
vear and is expectad to reach 19.2 per cent next
vear. Besides. he added. the contribution of the
inducirial private secior 10 GDP reached LER7.1
billion this year and is expected to reach LE322
billion next wzar, akile the contribution of the
public seciar is expectad 10 drop from LE9.7 hil-

lion to LE9.3 biflion due to the privatisation of a
larper number of public secior industrial com-
panies. This shows how {ur we have been able o
make radical changes in the suucure of the
Egyplian ¢conomy.” said El-Bishri. Nexi on the
map of investmenis. said El-Bishri, is ag-
riculivre, receiving LE7 billion. “The ag-
deculiera) secior has regisiered an unprecedented
growth rate of 3.4 per cent per vear,” El-Bishri
asserted. As for other sectors. the minisier said
that the pewroleum secior will receive LES.5 bil-
lion, clecmicity LE3.1 bjllion and wansport and
telecommunications LE7.3 baltion. “All in all,
these Tigures show that we have succeeded in
balancing a difficuli equation, that is. in achiev-
ing radical change in our national economy
while preserving fiscal and monelary siabilily,™
El-Bishri declared,

A number of MP, however. argued that the
statements by the Minance and planning ministers
painted a very rosy picture of the natonal econ-
omy. Rifaat El-Said. the sole representative of
the leftisi-oriented Tagammu Party in the Coun-
cil. also criticised the zovemnmene's policy of
opening the door “wide™ 1o all investors of all
nationalities. ~This means that the Israelis are
also being invited 10 invest in Exym.™ El-Said
said. "Then 1 want 10 ask one question: does Is-
raci open its own doors o investors of all na-
tionalities” Of course not.”

Delegation
promotes US
agricultural
exports in Egyp

An American govemment and banking delega-

tion targets Egypt as a prime market for Amer-
ican agricultural exporis. Aziza Saml reports

A delegation from the United States Department of
Agricultore (USDA) and Cobank, America’s largest
agricultural bank, praised the investment climate in
Egypt. The delegation visited Caire this week in a drive
to reinforce its ongoing export credit guarantee
programmes in Egypt — earmarked ax $250 million for
the current fiscal year. - '
Mary Chambliss of the USDA's Foreign Agricultural
Service said the delegation was also considering
launching a new programme to fusd American exports of

_capital goods and services.

“Egypt over the years has been a major market,”
Chambliss told Al-Akram Weekly.:"We assess the
Egyptian economy as dynamic and growing, with a
private sector activity that we are supportive of. We are
very high on prospects for the Egyptian economy and for
our agricultural exports here,” Chambliss said. “We have
an exposure limit here of $2.30 million. I consider tiis'a
very positive statement for Egypt.” .

The programme has évolved with the growth of the
privaie sector in E and US food exports are
conducted on & straight commercial basis as opposed to
food aid or subsidics. -

Two USDA export credit guarantes programmes are
currently working in Egypt, known as GSM-102, and -
GSM-103. which make commerciz! financing available
for private sector imports of US food and agricultnral
products on deferred payment terms. )

Under both , the USDA's Commodity
Credit Corporation (CCC) underwrites credit-extended by
eligible financial institutions in the US, in-this case
Cobank, 10 14 approved Egyptian banks that issue
dollar-denominated irrevoczhle letters of credit in favour
of its'exporters 2s a means of payment for imported US
agricnltural commedities. Chambliss said that the USDA
was also considering launching a new programme in
Egypt for the fonding of capital goods and facilities.

This programme, keown as the Facility Guarantee
Programme mandated by the US Congress in jits 1996
Farm Bill, is bndgeted for $100 million in the current
fiscal year and has so far targeted countxies in Somtheast
Asia, the Caribbean and Central America.

“The programme operates on a commercial basis in
emerging markets, in couniries which answer to the risk
criteria in macroeconomy, polifical sitnation and the
banking sector,” said Chambliss. “We have come here to
get feedback from the people who have used our two
previous programmes, as well as address questions.on.
facilites in Egypt for capital goods. There Is a potential
here for a new programme:; but this depends on the
proposals we pet (from the privaie t

Cobank which kolds $19 billion in total financial assets,
finances US agricultural cooperatives, agricaltural
production and exports. It"s the main funder of GSM
programmes in Egypt in addition to any other prospective

prl%cvin Becker, senior vice-president of Intemiational -
Banking Group, said that Egyptian banking system was
extremeiy eligible for export credit programmes, “becanse
of its increasing lLiquidity.” S :

“Egypt has made a lot of progress over the past few
years in this respect,” Becker said. “Jts banks can access
mediom-rate ﬁmdsthau:cverya_mguve..very'closetn
what GSM programmes can. provide.”

Chagbliss pevertheless %mmd:ued that with xmg
capital flows some paris O programme mig
el.ip;::ﬁnated in the near Fomxe:, “With the dynamic growth
of the Bgyptian econemy, theye may be some seclors
where the GSM programmes are no longer nscful, where
these sectors can procure sufficient liquidity and credit.
There may be other sectors where financing would sull
be useful, and this is where we are looking into the area
of capital " she said. L

Althongh Cobank described the GSM export-credit
guaraniee programmes as a situation where everybody
wins — the imporser, the exporter, as well ds the banks
involved — concerns were raised-at-a meeting between.
the USDA delegation and some of the programime’s
participants. “Egyptian importers using he GSM -
programme are SOImME Prome
rates™ said Mohamed El-Qadi, from Berclays Bank.
»American exporters-obvioosly benefit as well. Bur for

[Egyptian) banks {invoived In the programme] there is 1o :

fit in that makes this tansaction aftractive. .
mbmse% and issuance commissions which 2dd p.
The question is what is in i forus? If the GSM - -

is (o promote American exposts then it should .

also encourage local banks here by splitting or sharing

Edited by Ghadn Ragab .

Expatriate Egypﬁén businessmen are

: and banking sectors).”

“The Egyptian economy is growing, there is
no doubt about it But we stll suffer from
many restrictions that have to be removed in
order to enconrage more investment,” said
Saad Abdel-Baset, an Egyptian expatriate

- - from Germany and chairman of Hansa Food
i [smailia.

Abdel-Baset was rejierating the common at-

titude shared by more than 500 Egyptian ex-

] iate businessmen who gathered in Cairo

> two days to discuss challenges to in-

vestinent opporiunities in the coming mil-
lennium_

“The government is implementing a well-

- thought-omt policy tw atract foreign in-
vestment to Egypt,” said Prime Minister Ka-
mal El-Ganzouri.

Opening the doors for the private sector 1o
carry oul gigantic infrastruchuoe projects is
part of this policy. “Under the BOT system
[Build, Operate and Transfer], the private sec-
tor could actively contribute to buslding pow-
er stations, airports as at Marsa Alfam, roads
and even harbours. Investors will soon be

able to apply fof the contracts for Dekhila air- °

port and Port Said east harbomr,” said El-
Ganzouri

According to El-Ganzouri. the many offers
made by gigantic companies for major de-

: and investment projects in Egypt
are 2 good indicator of the stability of the
. Egyptian economy. More than 41 companies,
representing many different nationalities, are

| ess than
a warm welcome

searching for crude oil, while another 63 com-
panies applied for the Toshka water siation
project and an equal pumber are seeking ac-
tive participation I the field of electricity.
Morecver, the Egyptian Capital Marker was
the only one worldwide 10 record an increase
as high as 8.2 per cem over the past three
months. “Egypt has become an attractive mar-
ket for foreign investment,” El-Ganzouri said.
adding that the volume of Arab investmem
during 1998 is expected to reach 520 billion.
“This constitutes cnly 20 per cent of total in-
vestment in Egypt,” the prime minister re-
marked.

“What we really need from Egypian ex-
patiates is a more active contribution to the
process of development in Egypt,™ he added.

But when it came o what Egyptian ex-
patriate businessmen want from the govem-
ment, there was still no sign of an appropri-
ately receptive attitude. Many have defined
the lack of coordination among the different
Egyptian authorides as their main worry- It
is easy to get a licence from the General Au-
thority for Investment (GAT), but when you
actually coms 10 try and operate the project,
you find yourself trapped in an endless maze
of wmmecessary procedures,” said Salah Dwi-
dar, general manager of Egyptians Abroad for
Investment and Development Dwidar said it
was very important that investors showid not
have to deal with a dozen antharities all with

keen to bring their capital and their
expertise back to their native land.
But, as Sherine Nasr discovered,

they are stilt more likely to be met by
red-tape than a red carpet

A concrele example was given by Saad Ab-
del-Baset. who saw his costs miple when he
himself had 1o establish the infrastrucure for
his 19,000 square-metre food industry project
in Ismailia. I bought the land on the basis
that infrastructure would be supplied. That
was not the case. and it cost me millions 1o
pave the road and bring electricity. fresh wa-
fer. and so on to the site. When the project
started 10 operae. the city council then asked
e to pay for the use of the infrastructure
which ! had installed myself.” he said.

To wop it all. Abdel-Baset started his 340m
million project believing he had been granted
a 10-year tax exemption. “To my great dis-
may, the government went back on its wond
and 1 was granted only five years® tax exemp-
tion.” he said. In order to cope with the new
shation, Abdel-Baset had to lay off half of
the staff. estimated at 300 employees. Abdel-
Baset had been determined to bring both his
money and his experdse back to his native
Jand. Now he is actively considering throwing
in the owel. “Why should I waste time and
money here, when [ have another medicine
factory to run in Germany? The facilities I am
given there are incomparable.” he sajd.

In the course of the discussions. it became
obvipus that the process of radical reform of
the Egyptian ecomomy is going loo fast for
the administrative authorities 10 be able to
cope. “The decisions are taken promptly in
the minister’s office. but when it comes to

putting them into practice, they somehow o
astray,” commented Salah Dwidar.

A visil 1o the Toshka vallev was arranged
the followirg day. The aim was (o give busi-
nessmen an idea of what is going on there in
the hope of artracting more investment to the
area. Yet Dwidar made it clear that long-1erm
investments arc nol exactly what Egyptian ex-
patriates are looking for. “Shori-term in-
vestments are mare likelv (o anract them be-
cause they are looking for a rapid return on
their capital,” he said.

A pumber of these businessmen have al-
ready formed a LEIO0 million Toshka-
oriented cormpany. based in EgypL “We are
involved in housing. trading and environ-
mental activides,” said Dwidar.

One piece of good news for importers and
exporers was brought by Mohieddin Gharib,
minister of finance, who announced that the
governiment is determined neither to increase
the rate of existing taxes nor 1o impose new
ones, 50 as to encourage more rapid develop-
ment. By nextJuly. a general reorganisation
of the customs deparmment i$ also scheduled
to take place. “Shipments will no longer be
held at the harbours for days on end and the
importer will be able to have them released
on the spot.” he said.

This news was welcome 10 many imponers,
who have claimed that they have 1o deal with
a veritable customs “mafiz” in order to get
their shipmenis released.

- Orange exports in the red

Lower productivity, higher cost of production and lower demand abroad are the main reasens behind a drop in orange exports. Zeinab Abul-Gheit reports

Despite efforts by both the private sector and
the government to boost exparts of Egyptian
oranges, indicators show thar exports dropped

-im Y997
Acconding 10 the Mini of Trade and
Supply, orenge exparts totalled LEA46.2 mil-

lion from Jammary to September 1996, while
in the same period of [997 the valne fell to
LE38.3 million. And the decline is expected
to continue. o

Exporter Ali Eisz said that he expects ex-
mtodmhpogatlwst 15 per cen. He
blamed the = al{lpa;dyonm@decmseof
orange to Russia “Epyptian exporters
have opted out of this market because of the
difficulty of collecting payments due to prob-
" lems in the Russian banking system which is
plagued by confusion and corruption. More-

over, the financial crisis in Southeast Asia
closed that market for Epyptian exports as
well,” Eisa said.

He also blamed the low productivity of
oranges in Egypt for the decline. “Fammers do
not like to spend enough on combating pests
and citrus diseases, which resulis in a weak
crop,” he said.

However, expents also say the high. un-
compettive prices of Egyptian oranges is still
ihe main facior for the decline of orange ex-
pons. The lifiing of subsidies on fertilisers
and chemicals increases production cosis and
confributes to the high prices, which erode
Egypt's competitive edge on world markets.

Mustafa *Ads, manager of El-Wadi Exports
Company, said that high prices are depriving
Egypr of many of its traditiona markets,

“Rbssia now imporis 70 per cent of its citrus
fruits from Greece and only four per cem
from Egypt despite the fact that Egyplian
fruits are better in guality,” "Ads said.

Yaldiz Ishag, a professor at the Hor-
ticultural Research Instinute. said that fanlty
harvesting methods, as well as unsuitable
transportation and packaging, adversely affect
orange exports. Packaging companies still use
certain preservative chemicals banned by Eu-
ropean Community countries,

Ishaq said that some exponiers damage the
repttation of Egyptan oranges by exporting
crops which do not conform to specifications.
In many cases. consignments are sent back.
Ishaq criticised the fact that control and in-
spection on exported commodites by the
General Authority for Exports are no longer

compulsory, enabling sub-guality expons 1o
slip through.

Ishaq said thal orange exports can only be
promoted by establishing farms designated
only for export. where ideal agricultural stan-
dards should be applied.

Efforts are being made by the government
fo increase production of citrus fruits, par-
ticularly in newly-reclaimed lands, by ac-
quainting farmers with the best ways of util-
ising the land: feniilisation. imigation and
pruning for fighting pests and producing new
scedlings.

Exporters are also trying to revive orange
expons to Russia and Eastern Evrope by es-
tablishing a company for marketing which
will secure the collection of revenues of

Egyptian exporters.

- Market report
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World acclaim for Eipico !
THE CAPITAL Market scems 1o have just about recovered fol-
lowinp a lengthy comective movement that bégan almost & year
ggo. The marker's general index retajned its five-wesk upward
wend through the week ending 26 March. Gaining 5.8 points, the
index closed at 387.22, :

Miarket amalysts believe that the market has been energised by an
increase in demand by foreign investors,

The week afso witnessed gn imemational appraisal of a listed
Company, (Eipico), was reccommended by Abn-Amro, 2 London-
based securides group, as an investment opporumity with good
groynhpmspeus.AmisnmdbytbegmupsaidﬂmEipim's

price-camning ratio of 11.6 is ahezd of its competitors in

projected _
both Easternt Eyrope and India.
The Abn-Axnro report, quoted by Reuters, also forecast the com-

pany’s nct znnual profit as reaching LE110.4 million by the year

2000 compared (o LE75.4 million it posted in 1997, According (o
Renterz, Eipico is the only Esyptian pharmaceutical producer 1o be
included in the investable index of the Intentational Finance Cor-

- poration, the World Bank’s investment arm.

The banking and finance sector was the best pexformer of the
week. With uransactions amounting to LE31.4 million, the Com-
mercizl Inraationz] Bank (CIB} cormered 8.27 pir dent of the
overall market turnover. CIB shares closed LEQ.74 higher than its
opening mices scnling at LES) 55.

" On the other hand, the Olympic Groap [or financial investments

‘topped the market in terms of number of shares raded, The com-

. . - pany's transactions accounied for 14.97 per cent of the nurnber of |,
-;mmﬁmmm@wmugﬂmmm:ﬂm :
. atLEl6.54..
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Another round of US stumle diplomacy bas failed, just like
many previous anempis made during the past year by Amer-
ican diplomats, from Secretary of State Madeleine Albright to
special envoy Dennis Ross. Now, however, an ominous sien
has appeared. The United States, instead of putting its foot
down and pressing Israel to be flexible. has threatened to aban-
don its mediation altogether. Albright has been quoted as teli-
mg American Jewish leaders last weekend that the peace pro-
cess is “not moving forward™, and warning that “we camot
conanue this way. Ope option is simply for us to remove our-
selves from the -

This revives the old question of whether the United States is
unable or enwilling to put pressure on Isracl. The US certainly
has the means to do so, considering the billions of dollars in ec-
onomic and military aid, as well as tal as-
sistance, that Isrel receives, not o mention the strategic coop-
eration between the two countries.

Peacemaking efforts flopped this rime when Israel rejected in
wdvance an American plan brought by Ross to break the Israsli-
Palestinian deadlock. As Ross was stepping off the plage, the Is-
racli cabinet branded as “unacceprable™ the US proposal that Is-
rael withdraw its troops from 13.1 per cent of the West Bank,
insisting that no more than nine per cent coald be ceded. Ross
shunied back and foxth berween Ni and Arafat to sell
the US plan. The Israclis adamamly refused, while the Pal-
estinians indicated willmgness to go along with it if they could
get a moratorivm on Isrzeli settiement construction. Then Israel
offered to withdraw from nine per cent of “quality™ land en-
suring territorial contiguity for the Palestinians nstead of the
“quarttity” redeployment involving disconnected pieces of land.
quality and quantity™,

The difference berween nine per cent and 13.1 per cent sounds
small in terms of abstract mathemarics — and, in fact, of actval
surface. Netamyahu has said that every percentage point involved
equals ahout 75 square kilometres of lanyd. But Palestinian state-
hood s at stake here — and this is not the bargain basement.
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llusions of unity or the reality of peace: how to overcome history’s tyranny? James Zoghy seeks answers in Iretand R

In many ways, the Irish question parallels the
Palestime question. In recognition of this fact,
the two peoples have, over the years, dem-
onstrated reciprocal solidarity. kish Re-
publican manifestos in the early part of this
cenary express their support for the “Arab
people strugpling against British imaperi-
alism,” This has continued up to the present
day, with the Irish government frequently tak-
Ing strong positions in support of both Pal-
estinian and Lebanese rights.

The roots of the oppression visited upon the
Irish and the Arabs are similar. But there are
differences as well. Long before the British
imioduced their brand of sertler colonialism
to Palestine, using the Zionist movement as
their willing apents, they had imposed their

ime on Ireland

centuries, the dominated Irish Carholic
community lived under harsh British rule.
They were denied freedom and basic rights in
their own land, On a number of occasions,
they rebelled and were brutally subdued.
They were imprisoned or forced mmto exile.
Thetr lands were confiscated.

The fong and bratal history of British con-
quest took an immense toll on the land and its
people. There are physical reminders every-
where. In every part of Ireland, there are the
remains of Irish churches, castles,
and forts, commingling with walls apd man-
onsbldltbytheocmpierstoreinfomethei:

e.

The denial of Irish national and ecopomic
rights often had devasmating human con-
sequences. During the potato famine of the
1840s, for example, Ireland lost almost of its
people — over one million to starvation, apd
another million forced to emigrate.

During the cepturies of British nie, the
Irish y rebelled. The rebellion after
World War I, while exacting a heavy wll, fi-
nally resulted in Irish inde — but
pot for all of Ireland. The 26 counties of the
south were declared the Republic of Ireland.
The six counties of the norh, in which lived
the greatest concentration of Protestants, re-
mained part of the United Kingdom.

The dream of a united Ireland, free of Brit-

ish rule. continues io dominate the political
thinking of Irish mationalists in both the Re-
public and the north. At the same time the
north’s Protestant majority has fervently held
to a desire 20 remamn British citizens con-
pected to the United Ki
The Irisk dream of 2 united Ireland is ex-
pressed in the constimtion of the Republic of
[reland. Articles two and three, in part, de-
clare that “the national territory consists of
the whole island of Ireland, its islands and ter-
ritorial scas.™ As citizens of the north, the
Catholic population continued 10 suffer dis-
crimination in employment, housing and pol-
itics. Their struggle for full civil Tights par-
alleled their aspiration to be part of a unified
Treland.
‘When these Irish pationalists, as they are
e Jemenaratons. ey e
y ression only
smedmfmmﬁembo!denm As a result,
for the past three decades the north has been a
bloody battleground between some Irish na-
tionalists who have w: a violent campaign
ageinst Britsin and British forces and ex-

tremistProtesmmnﬁliﬁaswhohav_ewmahed-

retribution on the Catholic community.

After 30 years of violence, during which
time almost 4,000 bave been killed, the gov-
emments of Great Britain and the Repoblic of
Ireland. together with most of the parties of
Northem Ireland, embarked o peace talks to
resolve the conflict.

‘The fact thar talks are taking place is sig-
nificant — but, after more than six months of
negotiations, deep gaps still remain between
the parties. At issue here are two conflicting
ideologies with goals that are essentially in-
compatible. Both sides insist that they sup-
port a demrocratic outcome that sapports ma-
jority rule and the right of “consent”™. To the
narionalists that is interpreted 1o mean the ma-
jority of all Irish ‘who seek the unity of Ire-
land, while to the Unionists “consent™ means
the right of the majority in the north to de-
termipe their fate — which continues to link
them to Britain.

These aps the views of the competing par-
ties of the north. The governments of Britain

and Ireland, tired of decades of conflict, bave
sought to create a compromise framework
that would reconcile the conflicting clams.
'Ihepmposalshavespa.rkedanimmdebaw
throughout freland. The debate amongsi the

Trish over the requirement that the Republic .

of [reland chaage articles two and three is €s-
pecially fascinating, This issae fills the daily
Irish press and radio call-in r and
isthcsui?jcctofanmnberofpub c events.

The prime mirister of the blic, who is

. commiited o this change, is facing a rebellion

from some in his own party. His position,
that the imperative (o make peace should
smncewmh idw:}gagy z:hal:gs Do willbypmposehs ‘o

Thar 10
the constitusion will not do fimdamentat damn-

propose that changes be mads oply i the con-
text of a total agreement on all outstanding is-

sues,

Other Irish nationalists are deeply offended
by the notion .of any change at 2lt. These na-
tionalists refuse partition and the subsequent
loss of lrish identrity to any part or any pecple
of the “Trish™ territory. At present, bowever, it

appears that the views of the govemment
leading to a ise are by the
majority of Irish, north and so

of the past. 1 would rather have the reality of
peace than the illosion of unity.” Such an as-
sertion, of course, only serves 1o inflame the

cess, it is interesting to note the differences as
well. In the first place the Irish are beginning
from 2 point where they control 26 counties
and bave a Republic. In Palestine, it was the
settlers who won. In Palestine, it is the Israeli
state that is demanding that the occupied Pal-

and Palestine .

estinians change their charter. whik oo sim-
Hlar demand has been placed op the iarselis ©
change either the charters of their pasties Lthat

Eretz Israeh or their racist law of re- -

suppon
mrn and the absentee propesty 1aw at allows
Iszael 10 continue (o dispossess Pulextiniamy
and Israeli Arabs of land and their tights.

in the case of Ireland, the oppressad-annor-
ity community of the dismesmbered novth has, -
10 some extent, the support of the sae o the

south. Bucause the Pajestinizn track has been
severed from the other Arab tracks W the
peace the occupied Palestinians stand
alone i a vulnerable position, with bo kver-

aglf'unlly. the Irish bave worked in recemt .
yewrs w cultivate suppont from the irish -

American community. which bas some stroag
natonalist currents within it. Despite the cep--.-

wality of the US-British relationship, the Irish . ’

American commmity has made jnroads in US
politics and created sufficient pressue re-
quiring the Admipistration to balance its Brit-
ish policy with its Irish policy. This has con-
mibuted to & momre or less ewnhanded US
icy in the Irish peace process. )
p%'fgntrmmmuk;mmmsed
by the two governments is accepied by the
major competing paities in the North. the leg-
ofa i of oppression racism
ﬁyﬂmmmmmilsmﬂonﬁnﬁsﬁ.asit
continues 10 take its toll in the Middle East.

The Irish, like the Arabs, don’t easify forget
their history. )

History is important. But history can either
be mastered by our determination o create a2
new reafity, or history can be a tymm tal
masters os and Jocks us in the past.

In Ireland. as in the Middle East, theve are,
for better or worse, Two distinct peoples who
nowlivehioneland.m{iustasmemah‘heﬁ
must recognise this accept it
party must recogoise that they five fa an Yrish
sea and must accommodate theatselves e co-
existence and equality. History can be over-
come, but only throngh justice. :

The writer is presidemt of the Washingion-
based Arab American Instie. _
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Living with water shortage [3]

Last month's Paris conference on global water shortage raised fundamental questions conceming
the sustainability of life on Earth. Mohamed Sid-Ahmed discusses this new problematic

Afier the International Conference
on Water and Sustainable De-
velopment held in Paris last
month, the world will pever be
the same. For it has been told in
no uncertain terms, in the Final
Declarition of the conference,
that potable water, the very basis
of life on Earth, is on the verge of
becoming critically scarce. The
irony is that this should be hap-
pening at a time of promise, when
bumankind has every right to be-
tieve that, as it stands on the eve
of a new millenniom, its dreams
of a better tomomow are more
likely than ever before to materi-
alise thapks to the dramatic break-
thronghs being realised by mod-
E;nsc:ence‘ and technology every
y.
A major debate in the confer-
ence was over how elastic water
is. That is, can potable water be
substantially increased in volume
to face the challenge, not only of
it decresse in quantity, but also
of its depreciation in quality, be-
canse of man-made pollution? In
other words, will humankind have
to accommodate 0 an ever more
serjous water shortage, or cap wa-
ter be made to accommodate to
ever-growing humsn needs?

This basic question raised the is-
sue of how futare priorities
should be decided. Hmvs?g'hitti;
important here not to lose sight
a basic discrepancy between the
two terms of the question. The
lack of symmetry is evident:
while it is troe that potable water
is indispensable for human life,

Tte Press Thie Week

human life cannot be seen in
rerms of water alone. Water is a
necessary, but not sufficient, con-
ditiou for human welfare. There-
fore, it is more reasonable to, as-
same that water should be adapted

,to human ;reqqi.remmsi_ﬂmn_ the .

OBt adapting B
ut ing waler w0 buman
needs will depend on how elasric
water can be, which means,
among other things, to what extent
can be mass-

which considerable amounts of
water can be extracted is the seas
and oceans covering much of the
earth’s surface. Can sea water be
perceived as naturally polluted
water, i.e, water that is ‘con-
taminated” by salt, so that the
problem is redoced to discovering
a means by which the emendous
reservoirs of sea and ocean water
cap be depoliuted and rendered fit
for human consemption? It is
worth noting in this regard that
when it comes to ing salt
from sea water it is not difficult to
retain the salt by evaporating the
water, while it is far more dif-
ficnlt, and very costly, to retain
the water without the salt.
Advocates of the theory that ho-
mans in futare will have to ac-
commodate 1o the new conditions
" of water scarcity argue that o fo-
cus on the desalination of sea wa-
ter, a process that is stll pro-
hibitively expensive, is to chase

the orgent need (o ratiopalise and
optimise the use of sweet warer

acmally available and 2fl too often
wasted or polluted i an ir-
responsible manner.

Iz defence of more water dis-
cipline, the conference discussed
the idea of pricing water, that is,

of using economic deterrents. to .

discourage its waste. In other
words, of relinquishing the deeply
rooted assumption that water
should be perceived as a “gift” of
God, or of Nature. That this as-
smmption is well entrenched in the
Egyptian psyche is best illostrated
o3 e Ilamie conqueror of Eeypt
to c conqueror

Apr Tbn El-Aass, who described
Egypt as a ‘gift of the Nile’.

be prced. Since the Gme of the
Pharaobs, the legitimacy of the
Egyptian state has been based on
ensoring that all Egypfians obtain
their requirements of water free of
charge. The Conference ques-
tioned whether this ton
was not becoming self-defeating
with the growing [ag between de-

. snand and supply as potable water

scarcer worldwide.
issue will be discossed in more
detail in oor next article.

But advocates of the idea that
Man, pot water, should shape fu-
ture developments and that pot-
able water should — and can —
be created, respond by asking why
it is legitimate to assume that the
AIDS virus, or cancer, can be de-
feated, while it is not legitimate to

Comrades-in-arms

Al-Mussawar “Tt is bad luck for those Copts liv-
ing abroad, who allege that their co-religionists in
Egypt are persecuted, that a delegation from the
chorches of New York brandeéd these allegations as
oatright lies. But we cappot rely on more visits such
as these every time some Copts living
false accusations. We are, therefore, delighted by the
statement of Dr Edward El-Zahaby, a prominent .
tic lawyer, in which be reveals the lies about Copts
in Egypt. But be shomid have sent
his statement to the US State Department rather than
the Egypbian Ministry of Foreign Affairs since it is
the formetr which puts out reports abour Coptic per-

being

secution on the Internet.™
{Abdel-Oader Shoheib, 27 March)

Al-Gomhuria: “There is zo doubt that there are
campaigns being waged against
Egypt from time to time whenever it expresses its.
views frankly on US aid, whenever the i
whenever it insists on an [sraeli
soath Lebanon and rejects the ‘Leb-
roposal, insisting that the Golan must be
returped o its rightful owners. Unfortonately, these
hidden bands exploit some of our brother Copts

hidden hands behind

economy i
withdrawal
anon first’

abroad, causing them to err.”
{Samir Ragab, 26 March)

Al-Akhbar: “We are concerned about the imped-
€ calls the clash of
civilisations, that would have us believe that the m-
pesialist world is looking for a new epemy after the -
of communistn and that the epemy could -
well be Islam. If there is a clash berween religi

what will be the position of Arab Christians? His-
torically, Arab Christians stood by Muslims during
Egypt’s Copts have a long

alist theory, which Hunpti

collapse

the Crusades. And

which helped
abroad make

which enco

Cop- -

which has been

_ Bitive measures

tian ™

record of defending their conntry against 40 armed

incursions, including British colonialism and the
1973 October War. Their unwavering stand stems
from the fact that
forming Egypt's political and intellectua]l base

understanding of Islam differs from that of Western
Christians. They are part of the Islamic civilisation

Gmek.RomanandCopﬁcphasesofbm'mswry' . As
for the West, it regards Islam as an epemy to be
done away with. Historically, therefore, Arab Chris-
taps have sided with their fellow Arabs in any
clash, military or otherwise, between Western and
Islamic civilisations ™ .

{Gamal Asaad, 27 March)

AlWafd: “The words of Pope Shenouda III have
come like 2 sword 1o cut off the bead of the viper

spreading
Egypt. Unfortmately, these lies are being propagated
by some Copts fiving abroad who have formed dubi-
Ous orgemisations. like the World Federation of
Copts. They also receatly took out a full-page ad in
the Washington Post inciting Congress
against Egypt becanse Copts have al-
y been denied a place in modem Egypt.”
{Gama! Badawy, 27 Merch)

Octobern “Yes, there are problems but these have
to be solved through an Egyptian i

emanating from jts coltare and hListory. The Westem

mindmnolmﬂyunmvelwbatconsﬁmanﬁgyp.

(Ismail Muntasser, 29 March)

Copts participated in

the heritage of Phasonic,

ing lies abowt the Copts of

to take pu-

Compiled by Galal Nassér

poswlate thai homankind can
stand op to the threat of its demise
because of water shortage. Such a.

does not run coumter to
the idea of rationalising the use of
existing sources of potable water,
bat,.on_the

it Both atempts should ron in.

parallel, those at the
use of available sources of warer
and those at creating new sources,
whether by conventional! or non-
conventional means.
The conference admitted that
m o'fbg:ctivehcould be dis-
i implicit meaning be-
bindﬂflﬁat adoission was that h:::
era of global water shoriage
bepym.  Hence the idea of es-
labh}::ehmg an Academggm of ‘Wanir.
w main ibility would
be 1o mobilise all available means
to redress the disbelances pro-
voked by this new threat The
head of the Egyptian delegation,
remowned scientist and president
of the World Water Council, Min-
ister Mahmoud Abu Zeid, pro-
that Egypr host the Water
Academy. The International con-
ference on Water and Sastainable
Development is still 2 French in-
itiativé outside the UN frame-
work. Yet more than eighty states
sent delegates to the conference.
And its fndings will be submitted
to a special session of the United
Nations® General Assembly before
the end of this month. There is
no moving backwards into a
world where the issne of water
msbomge does not occupy central
(-

Objective batties
By Naguib Mahfouz

entific perspective. These men

. made ‘thought access-
" ible longbefore we ‘could ‘say -

They' ‘were - especially , " con-

- cerned with objectrvity 2ud scru-

pulous honesty, which wan-
. scended litical - affiljations.
They never succumbed to the

minds into categories like right-
" and lefi-wing. El- Heikal
and Hussein fought ly in

_ thelr respective parly news-
papers, but when a book by
Heikal was poblished, it was cni-
tqued by El-Aggad with 2 rigor-
ous sense of objectivity and fair-
ness. I was a Wafdist, bat my
reference books m literature
were the works of Heikal and
Taha Hussein, both declared op-
ponemts of the Wafd.

. The rift between right and left
mhtel_anneismfommalelyaill

_a reality today. For some. it is

" diffseult to forget political differ-
-ences and give 2 literary work a
chance on its own terms., To con-
sider political opponents Wterary
eoemies is the anitede re-

- sponsible for the corruption of
the public's taste today. .

Based on an interview by Mo-
hamed Salmawy.

)
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Cloce up|

Salama A. Salama

Officious
business

The bil} on the protection of
the rights of religious mi-
norities currendy upder re-
view by the House of Rep-
reseptatives, and already

ed version, pames of states

_were omitted and the re-

gol;nsibihty for monfioring-
ZIOUS peTsecullon was
withdrawn from the White
House — caly to be handed
ovei to the State De-

partment.
Tt may be absurd 1o claim
that there are no problems
inEgyg,onha:Coptsare
oot suffering as much as
their Moslim compatriots.
But suffering is one thing:
siving the US or any other
state the right to interfere,
impose " sanctions, or play
the role of policeman, judge
and journafist all in ons,
threatening o cut aid if
rejects the terms of

-US mterference, is quite an-

other. Snch a scenmario is a
harsh reminder of the dark-

threatening natonal omity
by epcouraging civil strife,
creating and fostering divi-
sions, and forcing its pro--
Iectioh On sovereign nation-
states, thereby denying

at all levels of society, from.
key state positions to: the
cowrtrooms 2nd the police.
No institution in the US is
truly free of discrimination.

The internatiopal com- .

munity must take a stand
against the US’s repeated
altempts to enact Iegisiation
empowering it 10 nterfere
in the domestic affairs of
other countries. The EU bag
been down this read before,
when it opposed US legisla-
tion to prohibit rejations
with Iran, Coba and other
countries withont securing
the smpport of the inter-
national comimpunty — 10
other words, the US’s viola-
tion of UN resolutions. EU
comtries threatened 1o re-:
ciprocate by boycouing US
companies if the US were
to carry out its threat. The
crisis is stll wmresolved.
China is in a similar sitoa-

tion. .
By allowing a delegation
of American church repre-

w find intidents of re-
b

The delegation found

ing t report — but the au- |
: :hgmymacqunmplmﬂhe

authority to condemn. Tak=

E:ngear that the US"s policy
is intolerable.

Toaddrwst_heUShﬂlat. '

the infermational level,
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- weekly English:

Soapbor

The Code of Ethics for the press, approved by the General
Assembly of the Sepreme Press Council on 26 March, bas
taken effect.

The public bas the right to know the major outlines of
the code, esperially items pertaining 10 a journalist’s right
;xfld ‘h‘:uty 1o obtain accurate and truthful mformation. One
of dialoguc and mtersction; journalists must abide by the
rules and etiquette of dialogve. take into account the right
to comment, reply and comrect. The public has the right 10

nity.” Article 5 states that “the press is particolarly re-
sponsible for the proiection of public morals, human
rights, the nghts of women and children, the rights of the
family, the rights of minorides and imellextal property.

According to Article 7 of the General Principles, “the
Press Syndicate is the legal framework within which jour-
nalists rally to defend the profession and its rights.™

The syndicate has several high priorities: to respect Lhe
traditions, ethics and principles of the profession, imple-
ment the Code of Conduct, call violators 1o account in ac-
cordance with the procedures prescribed in the Press Syn-
dicate Law and the Press Regulation Law.,

The Code of Conduct must be imple-

menied in lener and spirit, whhb a view to -
imstitutionalising a tradition which jonr- F d
nalists will observe, and which will guar. e =™ =
aniee thal accurate information is avail  ; Tws 2
able to the public, particularly dering § = /
elections. The Code of Conduct js similar < ™.
to 2 constintion binding both the com- %@

g 2T oA
[}
of democracy, worthy of emulation. i %}

municator and the recipient: a true model

A tough code to crack

principles states: “The press is an instrument

jon against invasion of privacy and to human dig-

ol
This week's Soapbox speaker is a pro- _
Jfessor of journalism and a member of the ~ Khalil
Supreme Press Council. Sabat

Out of Lebanon?

Israel’s quagmire could well be Lebanon’s quandary, writes Hassan Nafaa

Israel’s anmouncement that it wanted 1o withdraw from
southem Lebanon in implementation of UN Secerity
Council -‘Resolution 425 did not sarprise me much.
‘When I went to the University of Califormia in Los
Angeles n 1996 as a visiting professor, am academic
close o decision-making circles in the Arab-Israeli

asked me how I thought snch a step might affect the
peace ‘process. I told him it would on Israel’s

" trae intentions in taking such a step. If unilateral with-

drawal was merely a tactical manoenvre ntended to
and to embarrass amd isolate Syria, it would ouly
create additional jcations and further harm the
peace If, on the other hand, this move was in-

as an affirmation of Isreel’s cormpitment o

In all events, I said, Israel mnst first reassure Syria

" and offer-sufficient’guarantees thit'it itends 1o with- -

‘deaw from the entire Golan Heights at a later phase if
it wants to ensure Syria’s cooperation in maintaining
secwrity in southern Lebanon following the with-
drawal. Withont Syria's cooperation, it will be im-
possible to meke any progress towards a settement

. that will lead to a true peace. .
" .'When I asked my inferlocutor what be thoeght Is-

rael’s motives might be in taking snch a decision, he

Now, two
that Tsraeli decision-makers have summoned their re-
solve. One can only ask- why did Ismel wait 20 years
before anmouncing that it was prepared o implement
Resclution 425, which, notil wday, it bas refused to
even recognise? Is Israel réally serious in jis intent to
withdraw from soothern Lebanon onilaserally and mm-
conditionally? An :nswer to this question can only be
found in an examination of Israel's policy in Lebanon.

Zionist thinking has always tended to view Lebanon
as the piimary weak point in the Arsh order, and the
delicate denominational equilibrivm of the Lebanese
polity as the key to imposing Israel’s conditioos for 2

_settlement on the Arsb world. Simultapeounsly, Israeli

opening wide enough for Istael to breach as lopg as
the Arabs remained npited behind 2 single set of con-
ditions for a settlement. }t is no coincidence, therefore,
that Jsrael bepan 1o implement its strategy m Lebanon
in the immediate wake of President Sadat’s visit wo Je-

In to mect their sirategic objectives, the Is-
meésneeded'aMarmi:eoﬁwmdytocoupeqte
wi

5

ith Isracl, who wonld then serve s the focal point
_for a more far-reaching operation aimed at splintering

- “Operati
. raelis called it, cansed the deswuction of dozens of vil-

- Wwill all'me'm}vas ofﬂ:em"yellow press™ please stand

? Having followed the “ycllow j " ap-
:]))uofthepastfewweé_ks— of which took
place on the pages of néwspapers and magazines,
both as réports and as commentary — I find myseif
ar a loss to vaderstend whar the term is supposed to
designate. Basically, we seem 10 be lefi with the

themselves to stand up and make a clean breast of it
all. L

True, one Cyprus-licensed newspaper, the weekly
. Al-Dustour, has been shut down; and Adel Ham-
monda,” the ‘deputy editor of the umational weekly
" magazing Rose El-Youssef, was transferred from his
post, but was welcomed as a staff writer in Al-
Ahram. Another Cyprus-licensed pewspaper, the bi-
ish-language Cairo Times had one of its
issues banned; a namber of i ﬂndm
P Ty ander i igarion by eic
. ¢ Press Council -or the Press Syndlum;ﬂ:ree
ournalists are in prisen — “incidentally . since the
iibel_.lﬂw mwﬂ_ﬂ-_ tbey were sentenced prodates
the whole “yellow joumalism™ omery by decades.
Meanwhile, the Press Syndicate bas vowed to en-
force its long-dommant Code of Etbics. )

It is diffieult to derive any “system” from all thix,
_ however, otber than the creation of an overall cli-
mate of fear and intolérsnce of press freedom. The

families to flee their homes. The Israelis consigned
the administration of the ied Teritories 10 their
proxy, Haddad, who ther broke with the leadership of
the Lebanese army.

Phase two of the strategy began only a few months
after the death of President Sadat. In Jupe 1982 Jsrae-
i forces invaded Lebanon again and advanced up w0

" Beirut. After forcing the PLO command to Jeave Bej-

mnit, they imposed & proxy government that w:;
coerced a1 gumpoint into signing a peace treaty wi

Isra=l. The end of this phase was y intended
10 create a Maronite stale to the vorth of Istael, bound
to Israel by a peace agreement, and to set into motion
the-disiniegration of the Arab east into sectarian pefty
states, with Israel cootrolling the balance of power be-
tween them. The winds of chavge in Lebanon were
not blowing in Israel’s favour, however. A series of
suicide bombings forced the Amerdcan apd mniti-
national ing forces to leave, and the May

peacekeepin,
1983 peace treaty collapsed with the first strike of the
* If Israel had intended to implement Resolution 425 -

of 1978, which calls for an unconditional withdrawal
of Israeli forces from all of occupied Lebanese ter-
riteries, it could have done so aailaterally in 1983. Af-
1;l:;l"_all.l:I:;t_::e_an'.m::Iams.isinr.hﬂ:resoluﬁcmca!]ing
negoations or secnrty arrangements. Israe],
however, had no inclination whatsoever to withdraw
from southern Lebanon, even after the American and
multinational peacekeeping forces withdrew. It had
Dot yet given up on its strategy in sonthexn Lebanon.
Isracli strategists had believed that the presence of
Isteeli farces in its self-declared security zone, in con-
junction with the continued jon of its ally, the
South Lebanese Armmy (SLA), woeld 50 inhilnt the
stabilisation of the domestic front in Eebanon that Is-
rzel would be able to bide its time until more pro-
pitious circomsiances offered themselves for 2 re-
newed attack, thereby puwing itself in a Posil:ion to
jmpose a peace treaty upon a proxy Maronite govern-

Israel has used all means imaginable to prevent Leb-
anon from falling vnder Syrian influence and to per
petuate the civil war in Lebanon. It has failed on both
counts. Syria was able to tzke advantage of the cir-
cumstances generated by the Iragl invasion of Kowait
w depose Michel Aoun and then to create conditions
favourabile to securing a commitment to the Taif
Agreement and an end to the civil war. Moreover, the
Lehanese resistance began 10 organise itself more ef-
fectively and to inflict increasingly severe losses on
Israeli forces and the SLA. Lebanon fell prey 1o a
momentons batile of wills, during which Israel
Iaxmched repeated strikes on soothern Lebanon with
the aim of driving the populace out, vndermnining pop-
ular support for the resistance and thus angmenting
pressure on the north so as to spark a repewed out-
break of civil war. Again, Istacli strategy floundered.
And so drastic were the costs of having to sustain fail-
wre after failore that the Israeli government had oo al-
ternative burt 1o give serious thought to withdrawal.

While the failare of i of Wrath”
can be said to mack the turning point in Israeli think-
ing, the Israeli government only made the decision 1o
withdraw when it finally determined that it was im-
possible to impose its will in southern Lebanon. As

increasingly intraciable,

Istac] began to find itself mired in its own Vietnam.

72 eﬂe&tdom : By fla';:i Shukrallah— - Wlth| n

bas been too tleraot. |

diff is compoundad once thege disparate “meas-
mes"‘mgye contrasted with the recent ing of
statements and commentaries on “yeliow jonmalism™.
Rose El-Youssefhas been exonerated from the stigma,
and its wiiters have been at pains 1o exculpate not
only thejr magazine, bot also the defanct Al-Dustour
—wbichisjuslaswell.sincebyﬂ]:ighm&l-mmaur
was, more or less. a broadsheet version of Rosc EI-
Youssef. One of the eardiest and fiercest denunciations
of yellow journalism wat a foll-page article written by
the editor of Al-Osbow’, which, at least 1o my mind,
was a latter-day, if decidedly Jess liberal, varsion of
Al-Dustonr. Uslike Al-Dustour, however, Al-Osbou"
had benefit of 2 rare Supreme Press Council licence,
‘To make matters even more confusing, the chief ed-
itor of Rose El-Y: antvibated the closure of Al-
Dustour and the tramsfer of Adel Hammouda to a plot
1o discredit Information Minister Safwat El-Sherif! To

" 41l this we might add the barrage of whispered allega-

tions that a certain entrepreseur (whose identity varies
mdﬂ;ddﬂmmofmemy)hndplmwd
the allaged.sintement that Al-Gara'a Al-Islamiya was
waming. three 1op Coplic businessmen o Jeave the
couniry or be killed. It is the publication of this state-
meat by Al-Dustour, snd later by Rose El-Youssef, that
triggered ihe yellow journalism outery.
More and moye, then, yellow joumnalism appears as
a phantom that is haunting vs all, bt remains illusive

And, as the cries of the mothers of the Isracli vicuims
in southern Lebanon grew shriller, and the continved
presence of Israeli forces in Lebanon threatened 1o di-
vide Israeli opinion as no other issee has, the question
of withdrawal was given ever higher priority on the
government’s agenda. Thus, only after Israeli stategy
m Lebanon proved unterly disastrous did the political
elite begin to seriously entertain the idea of aban-
doning that srategy. It is a poignant irony that Shar-
on, the architect of Isreel’s Lebanon strategy and the
crimina! responsibie for the massacre of Sabra and
Shatila, is now one of the most ardent advocates of
withdrawal.

Unconditional withdrawal from Lebanon can only
bave one meaning — that Israel was defeated in Leb-
anon and has been forced to accept the conditions of
the victor. Israel, however, canmot admit to defeat in
Lebanon at present, for w do so would suwengthen the
position of the armed resistance in all the occupted
Arzh remritories, and indeed bolster all forces opposed
to 2 political settlement on Israel’s terms, which in
tum would threaten to upser the' balance of powers ar-
rayed against Israel in the long rerm.

Israeli strategists were thus confronted with two un-
palatable and ureconcilable aliernatives. On one hand,
they feared that an upconditional withdrawal might
scl imto motion a general sirategic regression that
would weaken Israel's negotiating position. On the
other hand, 1o continue to refuse to withdraw from
Lebanon would entail further losses of Israeh soldiers,
whose lives, the political elite has begun to think, cost
far more thap apy possible advantages of holding on
to the territory. To complicate matiers, however, un-
conditional withdrawal would also entail Isracl's _ac-
ceptance of some 20,000 members of the SLA as po-
litical refugees. This would convey a golem message
to others in the Arab world whose faith in their pros-
pects of regaining their asurped rights has weakened.
The message would read: 1o place your bets on [srael,
whether out of intimidarion or greed, is a losing prop-
osition. [sraeli strategists are only too conscious of the
ominous ramifications such a message might have for

I appears's 0o early, theref speak of

t too early, ore, to of an un-
conditional Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon. Rather,
one suspects that ihe recent Israeli declaration of its
willingness 1o implement: Resolution 425 reflects a
desire to withdraw, bot with as few losses as possible
and without baving to relinguish its long-term 1‘1):1:-5
jectives in Lebaron. It is i 1 10 pote, in thi
jecives In Lebanon It i mpemiat o, sue, I thi
quirements for putting this resolution imo effect does
not conform with the text or spirit of the resolution.
First, Jsrael demands that Lebanon should negotiate
over the implementation of Resolution 425, although
the resolution makes no provision whatsoever for di-
rect pegotiations. The Israelis, however, have referred
to an article of the resolution that delineates the re-
spopsibilities of an international force that could be
created by the Security Council in order 10 monitor
the withdrawal of the Isracli forces: 1o rastore inter-
national peace and security; and to help the Lebanese
government to resume its effective awhority in the
area Israel claims that the clanse "o restore inter-
national peace and security™ can only be fulfilled
through join security arrangements that must be for-
mulated through direct negotiations with the Leb-

these walls

and intangible. Can the whole fuss have been about 2
few, Yargely unknown Cyprus-licensed newspapers of
almost negligible circulation, apd which, moreover,
have not been banned? Yet, incidentally or not, three
journalists are in prison for libe] offences, with more
to come if the number of cases corrently in the courts
is anything to go by. Al-Dustour may have been as
white as the driven snow, bat it has been closed down.
Journalism s beset by a climate of fear from within
and intolerance from without. These are all tangibles.
Asil}usiveasitseemsmhlég.mephanmm of yellow
journatism is extracting a heavy price.

It is also impossible 10 bold a serions apd healthy
debate on journalistic ethics ander these conditions.
As I wrote last week. thousands of Egyptian citizens
— neither businessmen, officials nor the increasingly
prevalent combination of the two — are libeled every
year on the sirength of police statements. This is but
one of the many problems mised by a discussion of
Joumalistic ethics, one wihich, maoreover, has been ne-
ﬁl:ictedbymcbulknnhediscussion of “yellow jour-

lsml"

The fact remains, however, thar for such a dis-
cussion to be at all froitful, more than finger-pointing
and protestutions of fmocence, it needs o be con-
ducted in a non-coercive climate. Journalists cannot
be asked 1o take a critical look at themselves in the
shadow of a prison wall.

Israel's objective here is twofold: to separate the
Syrian and Lebaoese tracks in the peace process and to
force the Lebanese government into takieg several
measures gnaranieeing “security” —- Israel’s, that is
—- before Israeli forces withdraw from Lebanon.

Israel’s second demand is that the Lebanese govern-
ment must dismantle the Hizbullzh bases and amnesty
members; of the SLA, incorporating them into the na-
tdonal Lebanese army: yet, simmltaneously, permit
them 1o remain in the sonth in order to protect Isracl.
In other words. not only does Israel seek to separate
the Syrian and Lebanese tracks in the negotations, it
wants t0 encumber the Lebanese government with the
task of eliminating the Lebanese resistance ar its own
expense. And should Lebanon refuse to do the “dirty
work”, it will be easy for Israel to assert that Syrian
presswres are preventing Lebapon from negotiatin, ﬁ
with Ismuel and are, therefore, the obstacie to [sraeli
withdrawal from Lebanon. Syda is pot interested in
the welfare of Lebanon, the Israelis will say. It is only
gs‘i’:lg l.gbanos non ;;‘l;vmge to get me_lsm;l:slom cl:ifthc

an. a, ore, 1§ perpetnating srach oc-
cnpaﬁon%?somhun Lebapon.

Israel clearfy has not abandoned its strategy of in-

citing renewed civil warfare in Lebanon, and it coo-
tinues to wager on using a Lebanese party to serve as
its proxy in order 1o accoraplish its aims. Ismael’s prop-
ositions are, in effect, the remnants of a straregy that
failed, but which lsraet wants to revive in new pack-
aging.
The only conclusion one can draw from recent de-
velopments in tbe Istacli-Lebanese sphere is that Ismael
has come 10 the realisation that it is impossible © im-
pose a wmilitary solution on the Lebanese front and,
consequently, that its occupation of the south of Leb-
anon is no [onger viable in Iight of the corent balance
of powers. Israel, however, remains unconvinced that
it bas suffered a total! defeat in Lebanon that should
compel it to withdraw unconditionally. It still believes
that it has a large margin in which to manceuvre. We
can therefore expect that Israel will continue o at-
tempt to use the French, or even the UN (in spite of its
contempt for that organisation) to ensure the lowest
possible losses.

Israel’s success in this endeavour will depend on a
number of factors, especially the solidity of the do-
mestic front in Lebanon, the strength of Syrian-
lz?lag_ese relations and the vigilance of the Arab
wo

If Istae) could have remained in Lebanon by force of
arms, it would have_ If it estimates that it is no longer
able to sustain the costs of its occupation, then it must
leave. There is no need for negotiations with the Leb-
ancse government. The Security Council can always
send additional international forces 1o supervise the Is-
rzeli withdrawal and 1o belp the Lebanese forces pro-
tect the Lebanese people in the south from aggression,
the source of which has invariably been Israel, If Israel
is concerned for the lives of its citizens in the porth, it
can reinforce its forces along the horder. And, if it
finds itself vnable o do this, i, too, can ask the UN 10
station peacekeeping forces on its side of the border to
perform this task on behalf of, or in cooperation with,

the Israeli army.

The writer is a professor of political science at Cairo
University.
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infantry blues

Sir- First, allow me to express my gratitude as regards the
Weeklv's adoption of several of my personal pet causes,
first and foremost the preservation of oar architectural ber-
itmge. It always distresses me no end o see a makeshift
wall 2o np around one of Mandi"s splendid villas, and the
inevitable j move into place. Recently, I was
devastated 1o discover that a vills formerly belonging o a
dear friend of mine — now depaned from this world —
and in the garden of which 1 remember spending many a
happy summer day, has been replaced by a gaping hole.

[ hope it is not too bold of me to suggest thar the Weekly
take up another cause: reclaiming the footpaths of Egypt.
Drivers may well rant at the pedestrians occupying space
that shoold only to automobiles, bt when one is
on the other side of the track, 50 to speak, one soon dis-
covers thal the pedestrians have by far the worst lot.

The vendors on the footpaths are the least of our prob-
lexns; more 10 the point. why are footpaths occupied by
parked cars? Why 1s it virtually impossible w walk more
than three metres on the footpath without simbling overa
loose paving stone, or havmg a frighteningly close en-
counter with a large hole? it is also a biner irony that Cai-
10's few scrawny trees are planted smack in the middle of
the footpath. Tn a word, sir, we need to raise the battle ory:

give us back our footpaths!
Dr Laila Shibukshi
Shubra
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No lime for enyer citiier — jesl sar-
row. The baller Lo Aol e By
Dormiar; — Lo Belie — was pro-
duced in St Petersbury in 139 Ba
I893 the zreat Russian spow bear of
music who conceivod 1l was Jead. It
is. therefore. ahmest a rudiamt sigh of
reliel from Mount Olvmpus where
Tehatkonsky, i there 15 amy justice,
must have been given refuge from
the =inv and injustices of the workl
The Buiie is a simpice thing. vast bui
organised wih ihe implucable order
of Buch’s preludes and fugues. No
irony. nu double thinh. not 2 vestige
of mannersm or lieran condescen-
sion.

It abounds with famivs. but don’i
get il wrong. Fehakovsky knew his
world amd what was in at. Better call
the laires of Li Befic “essence” —
perfumes. or vestizes suls ombrey a5
Hoiftmansthal calied them.

What caused sormow was not the
masterpiece. bus the Bolshoi's han-
dline of i1 L Bedic. like another tale.
Le: Belle o1 Jy Bewe. 15 abour evil and
the conguering of it by faith. Per-
rault’s Befie alloned Tehaikovsky ©
abandon the ritual orgasms of the hu-
man race — wal. death, destruction
and sex — and use the poem us an
antidoie 1o thes: poisons, He vreated
# work showmyg how fove. light und
taith can be invincible, Mavbe banal
and dory food for the "%is of the
20th ceniuny. but valid in the inspired
hemisphere of La Belle. Tchaikov-
sky's methods are as simple and di-
rect as Bach. For every enchainment
of the dance is a musical construc-
tion. and for every cofour in the mu-
sic. o happening. If vou like mauve-
tifac you are lucky with La Belle be-
cause this colour opens the long
work: through acts and hours it seeps
through the tissues of the composi-
tion up o the awesome concluding
apothepsis which closes the work. Li-
lac has prevuiled tn one of the most
alluring melodies Tchatkovsky ever
wrote. and the colour belongs to the
true herpine of the baller the Lilac
Fuiry.

Listening w Lu Befle always brings
the salutary thought that without

Assuming that you can make
it across Tuhrr Sguare widh-
out being run over (a feat that
requires some  acrobartic
skills). the distance from Al-
Hanager Centre 0 Gom-
houria Theutre can be easily
covered on foot in less than
half an hour. And yeL fast

Theatr

concoctions

indeed. as it turned oat. not

Blanche sister. occasionally
only the fire. but everything

glimpsed lurking in the back-

Tehaihovsky the clussic ballet would
not have existed. The problam with
Le Beliv is it nexds evervthing and
the best, It i the ultimate classic hal-
ler. the vadermecum of action. body
plus ~oul und sweely sirength hidden
by erace .nd order. Whe wants these
things wnlux? They are ou-of-daie.
Then drop it inwe the first balletic
mousulenm rou come  aceoss Jid
trear it like the monilied pharaohs.

Its ~ecret i~ Permuult end the siorv
which support~ the muosival archi-
tevture, All these considerations seem
o have been overlonhed by this Bol-
shoi production. Wha becanwe of the
big brand nume teas this visit? They
are et fiest. second or even thicd bai-
talion roups. Even s they more or
less came o rags. Did the dust of the
Amisecn upset them? D the set-up
of the 1our prove wmo arduous? The
Do Quivore was almost quite bad:
the Belle. o sort of wandering wild-
emess. No one wants ever 1o see these
stundards at the Bolshat. If e car-
varids of this huge company falter...

Fimstly. there was no aumospheric
splendour. You must come 1o terms
with childhood on its own terms in
this baller. Tehaikonsky und Petipa
did. In this production. there was no
seiting. Bener it had heen done with
lights and colour s the Lithuanian
compans did with their wonder of
Rempeer und Iulict. Better just spuce
than the rags which were mthlessly
resealed as thev shot up and down in
the scene changea.

Custumes were Louix Quatorze and
did well enough. but looked iime-
wam and buattle-scarred. La Belle.
unyway. is nol a wuring ballet. and to
perfonn it in this way is 1o destroy it

No forest. The entire tale is set in
forests which supplv its title. No

leaves [oomed. The begutiful walk

through the forest by the Lilac Fairy
as she leads the Prince to the Sleep-
ing Beauiv was a travesty. The som-
nolent royul court were already busy.
wide awake and waiting for the
Prince to come in and wake them.
The wake-up kiss of the Prince was a
preuy humied sffair. Afier waiting a
century. she deserves something bet-
ter. Then came a brisk march up the
stairs of the palace and out of sight.
Earlier. in the Prologue. Petoukhov.
the evil spirit Carabosse, and his rat-
pack were suitably rodemi-like. And,
to her beautiful signature teoe. the Li-

for

Princes came and went, but David Blake found it difficult o wake up with this production

[ac Fairy appeared at last. Small, pe-
tite and neat. she made no impression
as the gorgeous music swirled about
her. She knew not how important she
was suppused to be. Sad for what
Wik 10 COme.

The production funked the fajries.
They were presented as so many
nice. practical girls doing their bit for
the school break-up. And so bang
went shadowland und the ballerina
mysligue.

Act | gave the audience a {irst view
of Aurora. the Sleeping Beauty in
person. Her is possibly the most au-
gust entrance in all bailet. Tchaikov-
sky adored the stars, and he gives this
one time for evervthing. A. An-
tonitcheva. the Aurora of this pro-~
duction. came down the staircuse at
her entrance as cool as Turandot, and
s she remained for the evening: very
tall. thin, endless legs and arms and a
manner all her own to suggest she
was doing us a favour by dancing at
all. She was good in some terms,
passable en l'mir. her movements
were cerainly grand. but she camried
no weight in her body. and cettainly
none as the young princess who loves
to dance.

Came the first big set-piece — the
Rose Adage in which each of the four
foreign princes invited to her birth-
day present her with a rose. She takes
the flowers doing elaborate twms and
beauteous  arabesques 10 ever-
increasing tempo and the temperature
rises. At least that’s how it shoald be.
But Antonitcheva remained chill as
sherbert. completely ignoring  the
character of Aurora and also the ex-
plicit sexual conmtent of the music.
When the act ended thoughts were:
how will she cope with what is o
come? We had not long to wait.

Act II gave the Hunt The orchestra
of the Cairo Opera was doing its best,
with not much help from the cop-
ductor. His prime duty was to see
that the steps went comectly. not to
give any beauty to the music itself.
So it went dry, no glamour.

The Prince looked a wreat Like Av-
rora. tall and thin with a2 wide open
Russian face. He resembles the great
Eglevsky. but only facially. Aurora
comes on as a vision to show the
Prince what is waiting for him in the
sleeping palace over the lake. Again
the long legs and arms and cool face.
Maybe as a vision she could have

Nehad Selaiha
faces a clash of
theatrical opposites

sing

10quog jueyg ‘ojoyd

been more vivid than in life. But oo,
spirit or person, we had seen what the
package was. So we settled back and
waited for the climax at the end.

Perhaps it was thought that a brisk
Aurora with only one intermission
helps keep the spirits up. But, as Act
O slid into Act 0¥ with no breaking
point at ali. we were soon to see that
even a slight rest may have been a
life-saver to the cast. The wedding,
Aurora’s wedding. the one act ught-

ked version made by Diaghelev
or mavelling purposes would have
suited this company better in its
present condition.

The bright faceless fairies came and
went The usuallv eagerly awaited
Blue Bind pas de dewx also carme and
went — she, heavy with noisy land-
ings. he, thin as a blade and slow. No
razzle to the famous beats and lonres
cn lair.

And so. to what used 1o be the cli-
max of the ballet — rich. dazzling,
sexy and dangerous: Atrora aod her
Prince on their wedding eve,

A mood of ension struck the bouse.
Both dancers seemed to have grown
taller. High enough for the car walk
of a couture show. bul not an Opera
House with Tchaikovsky surging up
from the orchestral pit. As the great
physical union of these two sexually
disposed creamures began their almost
scorpion-like darting and retreating

ip ritual lashing the air, the
whole thing went cool. The heart. and
more 5o the body. had gone out of the

-greatest showpiece in classical baliet.

Aurora seemed shaky on her pins and
the boy got his timing wrong. She
slid a few steps and began 1o ieceter
and quiver as the music surged (o its
climax. The chorecgraphy was a sim-
plified version, and as Aurom
grabbed the support of her prince’s
outstretched arm we breathed a sigh
of relief. Aurora had got home. but
only just.

And this was sad for the Bolshoi.

No one ever wishes to criticise a
Bolshot dancer, but maybe Vag-
anova, ballerina assoluta and ped-
agogue, had it Aight when she said a
dancer's legs. male or female, are
their life. Dancers are not ordinary
people. For the rest of us. a certain
flzb is natural, but a classical dancer
needs moscles. We need to see them.
gey are splendid. It makes us feel

e.

and pathos that made the
company's  earlier pro-
duction, Catalogue d'un bon-
heur sans histoire, such a fa-
vourite with the audience, the

umes staring atf ooe) fanat-
ically shunped the human

members of the international
Jury, and the Egyptian critics
during the 1992 Cairo Inter-
national Festival for Experi-

week. going from one (o the
other s¢emed, in lerms of the
theatrical experience You gel
at each, like crossing the
Grand Canyon. It was as if
both venues had secretly con-
spired 1o expose the Cairene

audience w  two o ir
reconcilable extremes of
theatre.

Raja Ben Ammars Tu-
nistan Faeest. a sirange and
wild mixwre of Goethe's
opus and Tepnessee Wil-
liams® A Strecicar Nemed
Desire liberally laced with
some of the songs Kurt Weil
composed for Brech's plays
and one song by Um Kul-
thum. was aggressivelv. al-
most oppressively, physical.
The moral — the Jeplorable
position of women in the
Arab world — was all oo
obvious. It boiled down ha-
sically to good old-fashioned
sex and violence punctuated
by senerous Fashes of Ben
Ammar's lovely legs. Super-
imposing the unfortunate
Blanche Du Bois upon the
equally hapless  Grewchen.
with the shadow of Stella

geound. Ben Ammar was al-
iernately seduced {by Me-
phistopheles).  beuten by
Fausth. and reped tby bohs
with almost monatonous reg-
ularity. As passions ran wild
and the four actors flung
themselves about the stage
and writhed on the floor. sud-
denly crackling flames leap
up as a real fire was ignited
on stage. It was impressive.
if painfully obvious: it also
led to a half-hour deluy on
the opening night as (ke Hun-
ager saff rushed around fran-
tically in search of a gas regu-
laor valve to prevent the
theatre from providing what
could have been the mast
spectacular fireworks display
since the opening of the new

ra House. or. indeed.
since the old one, which once
stood in Opera Square. down-
town. went up in flames in
1970. in full view of the fire
department.

I could not undersiand why
anyone needed a fire with
Ben Amimnar on stage! She
gives off euough sparks and
waves of heat as it is. And.

as well (including the many
sound and viswal effects and
the complicated set which
sparted the hulk of a Volks-
wagen in vne comer — Faust
was Germian after ally proved
superfluous. One had eyes
aniy for Ben Ammar and she
gave a riveting performance,
at once fiercely passionate
and technically  brilliant.
With a perfurmance like this,
who vcares if the text and con-
ceprion she worked nut with
Almunsif  Alsayem  (who
played the brutal. wife-
batiering, wife-ruping orien-
il Faust) were sometimes
unbezrably clumsy or down-
right vulgur?

In conmst W the over-
whelming sensuality and sen-
sarional brutality of the Tu-
nisian Fawst, the French
ALIS company production
100 Alvbiles @ Purt | twhich
pronounced in different ways
could mean. among other
things, one hundred motives
minus one. or without appar-
enl molive. or one hundred
moving objecis, or repeating
the word ‘bile” one hundred

body and was blissfully, or
sadly, depending om your
taste, completely devoid of
passion. Indeed, as Pieme
Fumy and Dominique Soria,
austerely clad in black, and
moving softly and sedately
flike two monks, went on
moving or, rather, choreo-
graphing their various gi-
gantic shapes and objects
(needles. mineral water bot-
tles. crescents. two swallows,
cubes, 2 pair of binoculars,
among other things) around
the stage to create intriguing
visual formatiops, occa-
sionally accompanied by
slide projections, the lem-
perature inside the Gom-
houria auditorivm kept drop-
ping untif it became
positively chilly.

I cannot pretend 1o have en-
Joved 100 Mabiles despite its
many visual surprises and oc-
casional stunning images. It
was (oo cercbral for my taste,
even in its humorous piay on
words. of which there was
plenty. Except for one or two
brief moments, it failed to
achieve the kind of poetry

mental Theatre. That year,
ALIS won the award for best
technique, which in  fact
means best scenography. [
suppnse they can win it again
this year with their 100 Mo-
biles; but the fact remains
that there was much more 10
Catalogue d'un bonheyr than
mere technique.

Most actors, predictably,
bate the kind of theatre
Fourny and his crew (mainly
Dominique Soria and Chris-
tophe Goncalves) make and
&ven refuse to consider it as
theaire. [n 1992, one actress
walked out of the theatre in
disgust during the per-
formance of Catalogue. and
another described him as a
trickster. a conjurer, a pup-
peteer and the deadliest
threat to the acting pro-
fession. Fourny would have
told her. perhaps. tha: rather
than banish the actors off the
boards he wanted w tans-
form them into makers and
creators.  Woald she have
believed him? [ wonder
what Raju Ben Ammar
would say.

EXHIBITIONS
R

Rabah Nimr

Khan Al-Maghrabi Gellery, I8 Al-
Mansaur Mohamed 81 Zamalek. Te!
340 3349, Duiiv exc Sun. 10.30um-
Spm. Unril X April.

Works umber the title Black: White.

Collective Exhibition

Salzma Gallery. J6/A Akmed Orabi
St. Mohundessin. Tel 346 3242, Dai-
K cn!-J Fl;ls MJw_‘l'l-l.iﬂpm & Spm-

. Unti ril,

ghe:rks by :Ifu Bakr El-Nawzwy.
Galal Bl-Hesseiny and Faima Refaa
onder the title Spring.

Espace Gallery. | Al-Sherifein St
Downtown. Tel 393 1699, Daify exc
Thur, JUem-2pmt & Gpm-Spm. Until
8 April

Fabrizio Clerici
Akhnroton Gallery, Cenrre of Ar, |
Al-Maakad Al-Swissri 8. Zamalek.
Tel 340 8211, Daily exc Fri, 10anm-
L. 30pn & 5 M0pm-9.30pm. Uil 14
ril.
.(-\)’i.ls. watercolours. mixed mﬂu
aod lithozraphs by a surrealiy in
wadition of de Chirico.

Collective Exhibition (Cailigraphv)
Ewart Gallery, Mair Campus, AUC,
Al-Sheikh Rikan St Tel 357 5-436.
Daily exc Fri, 9am-9pm. Unsl 16
April, exc 5-11 April.

Olmedo Cuimbita

Cairo Opera House Gallery. Opera
House grounds, Gezra Tel 339
8144, Daike Sam-S9pm. Untl 18

April.
Paintings by the Ecuadorian artise.

Wahib Nassar {Paintings]
Mashrabiva Gallery, 8 Cham-
pollion S, Downtown. Tel 578 4494,
Daily exc Fri, |lam-Spre. Until 23
April.

Ahmed Badawy (Jewelery) &
Almed Ragab Sakr {Paintings?

Extra Gallery, Al-Nessim St, comer
of Mopaza 5t Zomalek Tel 340
6293, Daily exc Sum. 10.30am-2pm

Listings -

b il AkAnram SIL He
i . Af Al-Arram 3 .
.f:‘(;pd.m':dy Te! 258 0254 Dah
Iz 2em  Adthm &
3.3%pm Tahrir, 112 Fobnr St Dok-
L. Tel 235 J726. Dails Jpm. bpm &
Karim L 1. 5

Qpm. L if 3
Downtoun, Tel 592 4830 Dadly
10cm, Jpm, 3rm. 6am & Ypm.

Air Force 1

Rencicsance, World Trade Centre,
Corniche Al-Nil Mamero. T 580
4038, Deuly Jpm Spm, Gpme & Sem
Odeon I. 4 Dr Andel-Hamd Saud St
Dawntown. Te! 575 8797, Daile

1030nm, 230pm, SHem &
&30pm.
Addicted to Love

TibaJl. Nasr Cins, Tel 260 $405.
Duily 10.30am, 3.56rm, G.50pm &
9_30pm. Ramsis Hdon I, Cortsche
AN 5t Tel 574 #36. Duily
10.30an. 1. 30pr, 3.300m. 6.30pm &
9.30pm.

Mr Bean i
ALSalwor, 65 Abdel-Hamid Badaw:
5t, Heliopolis. Tel 203 1072, Daily
3 30pm. 630pm & 9.30pm Caira
Shernton, Al-Galua St, Gia. Tel
360 6051 Dails 10.30um. Ipm.
Jpm, Gpm, Spm & midnight.

Two Mnoch

Cosmos I, 12 Emadeddin St. Down-
town. Tel 770 537. Daily I0am,
Ipm, 3pm, Gpe & Spm.

Fire Down Below
Eb-Horam, Al-Heram St Giza. Tel
385 3358 Daily 10am, Ipm. ipm,
& Y. Radio, 24 Talaat Harb
Downsewn. Tel 575 6567, Datix
l0am, lpm. 3pm, 6Gpm & 9pm.

FacefOff

Odeon 1, 4+ Dr Abdel-Humid Said
St. Dowretown. Tel 575 8797, Duily
10.30am, 2 30pm. 3530pm &
8. 30pm.

Tomorrow Never Dies
Metro, 35 Taloar Hark St Doun-
rown. Tcl 393 3897, Daily 10am,

Ipm. 3pm. 6pm & e
Ressala Ila Al-Wali ¢ Message to the
Wali

i Sall Qvera lence, o oSer
3 Agr, Kpm ) .
Salmss Rarke Elbes: fwowawlh
Nevern Allthg cweae, Man
Molcdlhn Rz, WRonssmr b
demtheal 1 £l 2ol Mkl s |
{oroling perfores morks w Bnded
Mnzars, Vnold, Towrias: and She-
i Moheddin, eoncicitd

Edimper and Shent Moboddn

hoarip ;
Si. Abdin Te! 32} w56 4 Apnl
S

Conservatolre Youth Orchestra
Soall Hall, Opers Hoxpe o1 shove.
< April Spme

Cairo Symphany Orchestra

Main Hal, (orrz Hoxre, as Lane,
4 April. Frm.

Mabler's Sympiamy T L COd-
ducied v Abmed EL-Sa=

Mobamed El-Helbawy .
Ipliogy Caltwral Instate. 7 M- ¢

Sheith Al-Marsef 52 Zormelet Tel
308791 6. Aznd, T
Sufi music and sons.

THEATRE
I
Arabic One Ace Plays
Wallace Theawre, Greet Camrus,
AlIC, Mokamed Mofonowd 5 Tel
357 5436, Untt 31 Mar<k, Ters.
Four Aleina Bobra (Pass By L To-
marmoss and £l Bu dok INexd in
Lipe). scripred by Mokamed Sal-
mawy ard dircsied by Inpy Seib.

Al-Selon Theatre, {asr Al-duri 3L
Tel 355 2454, Dundy. iz,
Yehrz El-Fakkarani. Sowsan Badr
Mohamed Merwalli 2o Saved A
under the direction of Ak-
med Abdel-Halim. in a2 play scripicd
by Alfred Famg with songs wmtten
by Gamal Beiut

Alabanda
Al-Fardous Theatre, Al-Secum 5q.
Tel 482 J0I7. Duils 830ew; Thur

9.30pm.
Wiih bellydaccer Dina, Moma Ab-
ir. Molsuared

hrages : }
& Spr-Spm. Linsil 23 April. Odeon IL 4 Dr Abdel-Hamid Said 3ot > =, N
Maja Fredricsson (Installations) 5% Downtown, Tel 575 8707, Daile  pepeidi, Al Waleizddin, Magpla
Cairo-Berlin Gallery, 17 Youssey 1030am.  230pm.  S30pm & 7ok \Magda Zaki, Ahmed E1S3032.
Al-Guindi 51 Bab Al-Loug. Tel 303 3-70pm. Cosmos I, 12 Emadeddin  pppeg agl sud Hom Romn
1764, Daily exc Sun, 12 noon-Jpm faﬂg";mrm g:'i '?:;_.‘:’
& Spm-Bpme. Until 24 April Roxs S, Fetiopotts Tel 58 0308 LECTURES
Jewellery Designs by Artists Dailly i0am, jpm. Gpw & Son NN
Fealion Culmral Instinte. 3 Al- s"h;ﬁ‘g”.’?" Sq. Mokandessin o Almasy —The Hungarfan
Sheith Al-Marsaft St. Zamalek, Tel 1! 346 0I7. Datly Spm. Explarer of the Sabmra: s Life,
e e cocrusid  Tamania wa Arbeta Saa Fi ko'l Work and Scientific Achetvementy
with prel:mus' and ﬂlm'ﬂ u.m rnq-sllu .’;nﬂ! qgﬁ’ St. Eﬂﬂ*ﬂ‘l‘l er Al-Auni Sl'. Canden cﬂt'. l.l—af“'
Slonies desigaed by lalian paintesS  powniown, Tel 502 727, Dally, 3543450 2Aprilfpm
ploFs. 10am, ipm, 3pm, Gpm & 9pm. Rivoli  Lecume by Janos. Ko-
Christian de Portzamsparc (Archi-  %,=0 J0¥ St Downiown. Tel 575 bassck, disecioe of the Hunganan Ge
lectonic Studies) 3033. Daily 1pm, 3.30pm, 6.30pm & Wmﬁ:‘n‘muﬂ?ﬂ
ALH, . ra House =T ol
SW@%T#M.Z R ' in The English Pasient
N261. Daily Gam-[0pem. Un- . The Figures of Plagios and
1il 26 April TenaiEre
; | Italion Cultural Instiate. 3
Linda  Cohn-Kobelecky % Al Skeikh Al Marsafi St. Zom-
et e ers. Main Came : | alek. Tet 340 8791 2 apnL.
pus, AUC, Mohamed Mak- | pm.
moud St. Tel 357 6373. Daily P - :ﬂlodmad b:}l'ndﬁufesarwm or A
exc¢ Fri, Qam-9pm. Until 30 |\ - Iowed the jou of
April, & by frojection
& . { Cleopama, dirocied by Man-
Jack Kilby ) s A AP kiewicz.
Sony Gallery, Main Cam. 'Wahib Nassar
o 0 Tt £ Rt gac, oy
St Tel 357 5334, Daily exc Fri &
MSa?..rhn-l;’pm & Gpm-9pm. Urtll 7 S0pm. ple ‘; wsgm 2 T,}
i i Bysteria Al-Vil 5t. Agowza. T
o s s e A b gt 5. Do, 50155235
ble Sanctuary. Tel 593 4284, Daily iQum, ipm, Lecwure Poul Nicholson, de-
3pm, Gpm & 9pm. Miawi, 38 Talggr ~ bartmend of archaeology of the LUni-
Museom of Modern An  H 3& Dammgpnbdb- 10am, vessity of Sheffield.
Opera House Grounds, Gezira, Tel  /Pm. Ipm. Gpm &
? 0601, Daily exc Mon, J0am- : Naguib Maldoor: Awiad Haretra
e & Spm-Spm Murder P
A permenent display of paintings B8ck 2nd Forth Insti an
and sculptare charting the modern R0l I, 26 July St, Downiown. Tel ~ Netherlands Institute for
art movement i Egyp. 575 5033. Daly lpm. 3 chaevlogy and Arabic Shidies. I Dr
6.30pm. Spm & I0pm. Karim II, 15 ~ Makmoud Anei 51, Zamalek. Tel 340
Motamed Nagui Museam Emadeddin 5i. Dowmiown. Tel 592  0076. 2 April, 5. 30mn. B
Chitean Pyramids, 9 Makmoed Al- #5330, Daily [0, Ipm. 3pm. 6pm Lecture ty Raymond Stock. Uni-
Guindi St, Giza. &9%m. - versity of vania.
A museum devoted 1o the painei . -
of Mohamed Nagui ( 1888-1956). DANCE Th"d: : International Leadership
Mabhmoud Mukhtar Museum — American University tn Cairp, M
i . Ho-
Tiahrir St, Gezira. Daily exc Sunand ~ Nora The Gypsy hamed Mahmoud St. Tel 357 3436
Man, Sam-1_30pm. Al-Hanager, Opera House grounds, S0 will iake place at the Orien.
Permanent collection of works by  Gezira. Tef 340 6851, Unntil 12 Agrif, ‘o Halk the VIP Lounge in Hill
the sculptor Mzhmood Mukhrar. Spure. - House (Main Campus) and tiee Blue
A dance theatre performance by Di- Foom fﬁ:’:ﬁ*ﬂ%ﬂlg;dﬂﬂ‘:':’rm
- cortact . Daily insil 4 i
FILMS ana Calenti_ Sam-Gpm, h April
[ MUSIC Topics discussed are styles of lead-
Branch School Diary =_Iﬂnp-negnnuimnumm_- 2, cTi-
Jepanese Information and Calture Si5 management, prRScotation .and
Contre. Jopanese Emborsy, 106 Vandan Mamikoaisn B
e o, Garden 2 (;mm' TW Gmmﬂ'h'lﬁ le Mosaic - Pl I
April. bpm. R AT % Arrtt,  eotaic Alezandria "
Directed by Isac Kumagaya ( 1978). 9 by e mc«-n”q;rumu
PII”MI perfumud l'hlﬂ’m. -Makalln _5"_ He-
I Gatiopardo . 4 ap ‘eed 2nd celebraed Amucnian - liopolis Tel 4156278 4 April, Gom.
m"‘i"‘m MW_MM" s,‘mm Tel danmm of the fimt prize at  Lecture by Professor Wiktor A_ Das-
3408791, 3 April. Tpm. tion in 1990 and first e rmer director of the
by Visconti (1963). with Monte Carlo Piano Ma;'“é aé‘g mn?&mmur# mmﬁ,, ﬁ'
Bunt Lancaster ad Alsin petition. Alamein 1 Al
. Fiete and Harp Recital Ancient Egyptian Wi Hai
Some commerrial cinemas now Smﬂ"?l:lﬂ, Operz House, Gedira.  styles Wigs and
change lheir programmes every  Tel 339 Bl44. 2 April, Spm, Egypr ;
Wednesdery. others everv Monday. itions by Baoisvaliée, Don- c‘mﬂﬁ.wb nation Society.
e ool s S G e e L G A
g0 press. W ks wise by Wolfoang Lindenthal  tologist, Manchaster Linjvesity
to check with the cinemas. Arabic  (flute) and Manal iedds L
ﬁ-l?;r are seldom subtitled. For more (Gue) Moliieddin (harp).
informarics, comtact the vemue. National Arabic Music Ensemble All information correct at o of
Titanic g’ggﬂaﬂmﬂmmm illgnoprus..Hnwcu:r.il

Drive In, enirance Al-Shoroug
Ciry. Gz!m-lmuiﬁnddzsen road.
Tel 012219 0831, Daily
9.30pm £ midnlght Ramsis M
ﬁ’;m;fhe Al-Nil St Tel 574 7435,

Jpm, 330pm & 630pm.
Tiba I, Nasr Ciry. Tel 262 9407,
Dadly 10 30am, 3 30pm, 6 30pm &
9.30pm.

Gombhouripz Theatrs, Gomhouriya
.;;":uuﬁu. Tel 391 9956. 3 April,
lsmcisuperfom_wm‘ksbyku.

sini. Aganiai, Bottesini and Braga,
Akbnaton Charcher Orehestrn

Around the galleries

THREE women exhibit their
pamungs af the Atelier. Those
by Mons Ismanel are abstract
treatments of where
brushstroke is all. Mona El-
Beely exhibits portraits, more
like drawings than paintings,
while the abstract works by
Magda Abv FElFutgh jn-
corporate a variety of materials
including sand and dried plants.
_ Jewelery by Ahmed Badawi
is on display at Extra Gallery.
The fish and birds wrought in.

silver and gold, studded with -

emernlds, twrguoise and lapis
lazuli, are more Miroesque than
E‘?ﬁm — stylised but et

LSS S—

- "'.-":-{&éﬁ
BERS LOE S

#

L

e

el

*'f:,e

xnariys Eb
BRI &

 h S R TR
' L E: 2N
REE g o

Lo 2R

- adEal f

o R

. QUL

P

' . v i
| I
e -

- e
Tl ot
‘p.,.,-:;..'gﬂ
i i
S M
T Rrilg e

. N l“ﬁ"‘i

S MRS

.

P,
. iy



L

Al
J
-
2% April 109 - - Culture 13

Khairiya El-Bishlawi

exami_nes the sometimes
over-rich brew presented

this year’s Cajro International

Film Festival for Children

Defrostin

at

The Eighth Cairo International Film Festi
for Children {25-31 March) was the ﬁ!stv:tl:
beheldgfwnhepmsin; away of its foumder,
Saadeddin Wahba. This year's festival was
chaircd by flm critic Samir Farid, who made
the rather disconcerting statement in the fes-
tival’s bulletin that “the festival does not ad-
dress itself to children, but targets rhose
working in the field of cinemna, just like any
other international film festival.”

This statement is in fagrant contradiction
with ope of the aims in the charter of the

event, which describes it as an educational

occasion for children. Funhermore, this
statement, if taken verbatim, wounld mean
that the hoge amount of state fundiog -
vested in the festival is in fact wasted mon-
ey, especially given ther the event has yield-
ed hardly any profit in the past.

This year, Egypt participated with 2 very
naive iilm by a young director, Shadi Ei-
Fakherani, extitled. Boss Maa' Elli Ganbak
{Look Together). The film tackles the story
of 2 poor child in the cruel world of school.
Other Egyptian films screened at the festival
included Mustafa Wahid's Farig ALl
(Rescue Team) and Essam Heshmat's Ha-
mada Qolb -Al-Assqd {(Hamada the Lion-
hean). the latter being a short docnmentary
on a limle boy, Hamada, who inhabits the
dangerous world of the circus. There was
also the animated television film Al-Mataka
(The Maze) and the docomentary Ahlam fil-
Alali (High Falutin® Dreams) by Ali El-
Ghazouli. who ranks among Egypt's and the
Arab world’s best him-makers.

.'!_‘bgpauci‘tgongypﬁmﬁlmsisinstaﬂc
contrast to the many gloss ets pro-
daced by the fuﬁtﬂglmpmm.gml
with varjous sociological, educational and
even environmental of films for chil-
dren. The dearth of Egyptian films for chil-
dren is nnderscored by the fact that the open-
ing film of previons f¥tivals was usually a
Walt Disney one, the only Arab opening
E’lm in" past mbeing Dureid Lahhagl:::

afroun. As is year, the opening
was — in keeping with the “Egypt-France:
Shared Horizons™ festivities — French. This
was Microcosmos, an excellent docume
ahout the natural -world showing. the life cy-
cles of minute insects and their will w0 sor-
vive in a humanising, fascinating manner.
indeed, a1 the end of the film, the names of

~—_the various insects appear in the credits.

In direct contrast is the choice of the-clos-

ing film* Al-Ganeb Al-Akhar Min Al-Nahr

~ Pictures and words

cept, via the Renaissance and German Ro-  ema. The question posed bere is bow im-
manticism, and its formulations of the re-  agery in narmative can project the local 1o
-- lationship between spirt and rationality the furthest parameters of what is said and
and thought and imagination in the quest what is unspoken in narrative and how cin-
for harmonising various forms of ¢xpres- ema, in reproducing the literary 1ext, crys-
slom tallises a different vision of it through the
The relationship between literature and  andiovisual medium.
" the arts, according to the early modernist
French poets Bandelaive and Mallarmé, Maba Gad E1-Haq and Ebtehal Younis dis-
was discnssed. Baudelaire’s modernity is  cussed the image and the possibility of its
defined by the immortality of beauty and imterpretation io the plastic ans and i

For three days, from 23 to 26 March, an
internationa] conference on “Literature
and the Arts™ was beld under the auspices
of Cairo University’s French Department.
Apart -from Egyptian cenferees from ‘the
focal universities, the conference brooght
various speakers from the French-
speaking world, among them Gry Borrelli
from the University of Napcy and Antoine
Raybaod from the University of Geneva.
The speakers in the first session, dedicat- .
ed to the theoretical and historical frame-
work of the conference, included Antoine
Raybaad, Nadia Andarawoss. - Ghada

sion traced the development of the re-
latonship between literature and the arts -
going back to ancient cultures like the
Egyplian and Chinese where the letter was
a picture and the picture stood for 2 con-

(The Other Side of the River} by the Mo-
moccan director Mohamed El-Abbazi. Mede
im 1982, this iz E} Abbazi’s only film: but
then. peshaps, it is being screened as a com-
pliment 1o the Arab com ¢ of a festval
which, this year, has a jury beaded by fa-
mous Algerian director. Mohamed Al-
Akhdar Hamina, the only Arab winner of
. Cannes’ Palme D*Or. . :

As for the Arab films showing in this
-year's festival. they were unconvincing,
not 1o mention unexciting. Joydan par-
ticipated with Thab Al-Khatb's docu-
mentary Tofouln Maslouba (Confiscated
Childhood). while Tunisia offered up a
short feature by Al-Monsef Al-Kateb en-
titled Al-Qandil (The Larop). Saudi Arabia
participated with the shon feature Al-Saher
Al-Aguib (The Astonishing Magician), Qa-
tar with the long feanwe Al-Rahhala (The
Traveller), Kuwait with Anti Telega (I Di-
vorce You), Sadan with AI-Nil (The Nile),
Lebanon with Zata Marra (Once Upon a
Time) and Syria with Arsom Holmi (1

_ Draw My Dream).
. Among the best films screened at the fes-
i f'g;l w;gh:fmg; director Mohamed Ali Ta-
i's ice, co-produced with Japan.
This film is a case stody of what films for
children should be. Throngh the heroine, a
litde gid who played her role beamtifully,
the film explores, withont ever lapsing into
pedantry, 2 number of moral values such as
cooperation between people, respect for the
elderly and compassion towards children
Another very noteworthy flm was The Lit-
tle Cat by the Russian director Ivan Bobov.
a big cly and 5 Tl oF yriciac . highty
a big city is Jyricism ighly
developed cinematography that does not
draw attention to itself.

On the other hand, there were quite a few
films that were too sophisticated for the tar-
_get viewer whose age manges between foor
and 14. Among these must be included Hun-
garian director Laszio Doboky's film, The
Piano Concertn, which leaves the viewer
uncertaip of the significance of breaking
down the piano into a number of mobile ma-
chines that crash into each other cn the
screen. The- Ukrainian film The Last Kiss
also falls in this category. It shows a day in

- the life of a lonely man in a village who
drags 2 beantiful mermaijd out of a frozen
lake, tdes to.resuscitate her with the in-
teation of forming a relationship but, alas, in
vain.

Clochwise from top: two stills from
the Moraoccan film Al-Ganeb
AFAkhar Min Al-Nabr and Wild
America )

Amina Rachid reviews the proceedings of an intemational con-
ference addressing the relationship between literature and the arts

In the third plenary session. Leila Enan,

The last plenary session was anended critics. writers. artists and researchers to
by speakers Juzine Gawdat, Aziza Said. go beyond traditional formulations that
Salwa Matar. Asma’ Amer. and Yasmin se¢ the arts and literature as separate dis-
Sarwat. Here. the discussion focused on  crew enities and to attend te the intimate,
the two-fold relationship between poetry profound relationships that link the vari-
and the plastic ans. specifically as seen In pus means of expression and fields of

the cases of the poetfartist and the poet/ knowledge. The suggestion was also made

the temporary consciousness of the pass- drawings that accompany 2 written text, In  dialogics of Bakhtin.

ing minute, with all the emotion and syn- this latter coptext, the papers and dis-
thesis of the senses that it entails, and Mal-  cussions brought out the use to which por-
Ghatwari and Farida E}-Nagdi. This ses- * -larm€’s combines the dancing woman and  traits and jmages are put In the propaga-

tien of a given ideology which is generally
__The sécond plenary session brought Ran-  the hegemonic one. This was illustrated by

the rhythm of poetry.

da Sabri, Guy Borrelli, Salma Mobarak the orientalist sigmifications of portraits and Ezz El-Din Naguib.

and Salwa Lotfi in 2 discussion of the im- and images accompanying the Descriprion
ageé in Literary works and Lterature in cin-  de I'Egvpre.

: "+ Books . _ S '
M

| Letters and other memorabilia

Yawmiyat Zabit Fil-Aryaf (Diacies of an Officer N

. Cajro: Al-Ahram Centre for Political

in the Countryside), Hamdi El-Baitran. Cairo:

Dar El-Hilal, 1993 . .

“Disties of an Ofcer i the Comntryside™
The novel e O o ee from the fack thar ¥s a-

in dealing with terrorists:

El-Batran's writing is free of thetorical flourishes
and showy techniques, and bears instead the hall-
marks of simplicity and trutbfulness. In any case, .
the reality he describes — police stations. cnime,
fundamentalism, and officers in distant villages —

issopmenﬂyimemﬁnggstommeday. -
us Al'Aza’s (Ritoals of Condoleace),

1998

stories in the volum

ing for the theatrc and short-story writing. As

publisherbnswrittcnnnthebackcovnrof_tht_:ﬁmk.,

these are realist works, but then reality .: vare Al-Agim (The Night of the Assessination of the

baunted by its ghosis, its alu:mal.ivel;s.". o

Binaz Dawla; Dawr Al-Musaadat A¥-Kharigiya: Li-
ol of & State: the Role of Ex-
Israil (The Building of a 3 ik

ternzl Sapport for/io :

-

%edﬂ-ﬁouwdli. CairoSilsﬂatShihhAnya,

This first collection of short-storics by Khaled El-~ playwright

been in the pipeline. Some of the
Goumeli bas e e were first published abmost 30
years ago. El-Gouweili has been wezving in and out-

of various ast forms. among them photograpby. writ- ‘that presaged the 1967 defeai. Afier the defear, Roman

_and Strategic Studies, 1998
" The mére fact that exiernsl funding to Isreel from

19438 1o 1996 came to 179.4 billion dollars is very tell-
ing. Afier submracting direct and indirect invesuments
from that figure, the fmancial suppost for the same pe-
riod comes to 158 billion doliars — the buying power/
vafue of which is the equivelent of 450 bjilion dollars
at 1996 values. most of which was in the form of non-
refundable domations. =~ .

The author. economist Ahmed El-Sayed El-Naggar,
smdied the sources, flow and dismibution of these foreign
fomnids a5 well 25 their role in shaping the funure of Isracl.

" ALA "maal Al-Kamils Li-Mihail Roman, Al-Guze' AL

Awal Complete-Works of Mikhall Rowmas, vol
DCmanj:eGenualEgypﬁanBookOrmﬁm,lm

* This year matks the 25th anniversary of the death of

jeht Mikhail Roman (1922-1973} who, through

. his short life snd career, left a significant legacy to Egyp-

“Tt was particularly in the 1960s that Roman made his
inark, presénting Cairene theatres with a number of plays

wroie 2 number of texts thar the spirit of re-
st mnmg'wmu?sbfipd'hu Mspmmm Gue-

Great Che Guevara). )
GEBO's inftiative lo revive the legacy of Roman by re-
priming his texts in its Complete Works Series, headed

- by Farcuk Abdel-Wahab, is indead welcome. This first -

N

.{Siege) which was pexfi

friend of artists and the poet whois acon- thal an annual conference on the same
temporary of a given artistic school. De- model, but including a larger number of
bate centred around the traditional liv- languages. should be held. The proposal
guistics of the Swiss School and the was also made that a conference hall, that

would also fanction as a space for dramar-

The conference ended with a fipal ses- ic performances and screening of films,
sion of Lestimonies given by Egvptian art-  should be constructed in the new Faenlty
ists and writers whose work was affected of Ans building. Emphasis should be
by both the word and the image. These in-  placed. the conlerces agreed. on the 1each-
cluded Edwar El-Kharrat, Adli Rizkallsh ing of all subjects pertaining to the plastic

ans. cinema and music in the various hu-

The conference yielded a number of rec-  manities departments of faculties of arts at
ommendations. These included a call to  all stages of education.

Mahmoud El-Wardani reviews

some of the more interesting titles to
have appeared in the past month

volume includes his play Al-Dukhum (Smoke). first pub-
lished in 1968, the previously unpublished Al-Hisar
ormed once in 1965 and Azizi
Ragah (My Dear Ragab), which has been neither pub-

Bonapurte Wal-Islem; Bonaparte Wal-Dawla Al
Yakoudia (Bonaparte and Islam. Bonaparte and the
Jewish State), Henry Lawrence, tr Bashir El-Sebal
Cairo: Dar Masr Al-Arabiya, 1993

A wanslation of two texts by French hislotian Henry
Lawrence, the publication of this bock could not have
had 2 more propitious timing. given the raging debate
that surommds the bi-centennial celebration of Na-
paleon’s expedition o Ej

The first text was ong::?l:gll-ly a lecture, entitled “Bon-
aparte and Islam™, read by the French hisiorian at the
French Cultural Centre in Cairo in 1997. Here. Law-
rence expands on some of the aspecis tackled in his
Yook The French Expedition in Egypl, in addition o
an appendix containing a mansiation of an Arab story,

» entiled “The- Propher’s Musk™. that Bonaparte had

mranscribed.

The secong text. “Bonaparic and the Jewish Statz™, 15 a
study of the project of a Jewish State in Palestine which
has been aseribed 1o Bonaparte. in addition 10 3 note by
the translator about Mob:med Hassanein Helkad™s weat-
ment of this subject in his Secret Negotiations Between
Arabs and Israel

Datweir Min-Harir {Cycles of Nostalgin), Said EI-
Kafrawi, Morocco: Dar Tubgal, 1998 )

This. the seventh collection of short-steries by Said El-
Kaufrawi. comprises 25 texts grouped under the rubrics:
~A Villager's Nostaigia™, “Pamful Nostalgia™. “Nos-
talgia for Astonishment™, “Nostalgia for Water™ and
“Final Nostalgia"™.

Gabal Wa Bahr Wa Warda (Mountain, Sea and
Flower), Amal El-Alirphani. Cairo: Kiltab El-
Garad, 1993

The present volume of shont-stories, its author’s first,
is in keeping with El-Garad’s policy of publishing new
and experimental writers. The 14 short-stories in this
collection were written between 1984 and 1997.

Avane El-Umr; Rasail Khossa Bayn Toha Hussein
Wa Tawfik Al-Hekim (A LHetime: Correspondence
Between Taba Houssein and Tawfik Al-Hakim), ed
Tbrahim AbdelAziz. Cairo: General Egyptian
Book Organisation, 1993

The strong friendship between Taha Hussein and Taw-
fik Al-Hakim stared in 1923 and ended with the death
of the former in 1973, Between these two dakes, much
water. sometimes tranguil and sometimes turbulent,
passed under the bridge of their friendship. The editor
has coliected leners that go back 1o the eurdy 30s.
Some of these reveal Hussein's admiration for El-
Hakim's famous play Ahi El-Kahf 1Cave Dwellers), as
well as the two wrilers® opinions about the 1952 Rev-
olution and their disagreements about the Language
Academy. These exchanged missives Fotween two
keyv-figures in modern Egyptian culture are a true find

- R

Plain Tatk

During my recent visit o the
United Staies | hxd the op-
pornunity of viviting the Da-
hesh Museum in New Yodk.
Siwated on &h Avenue, this
is the only museum es-
tabiished by an Arsb in
America. Dr Dahesh was a
Lebanese ant collector and
connoisseur. apart from be-
ing » philosopher and a wril-
er with over 40 utles 1o his
name. He has a large group
of followers, both Arab and
American.

But the talk abown Dr Da-
hesh is not my concern here.
since this requires an article
by itself. In the museum I
me1r Dr Flore Edouwaye S.
Kaplan, professor of anthro-
pology and museum studics
at New York University. To-
gether with the Dahesh Mu-
seum, professor Kaplan is or-
ganising a  symposium,
starting on 4 May. entitled
“Guardians of Monuments
and Memory: Case Studies in
Urban Conservation and Mu-
seums in the Middle East™.
The Middle Easiern countries
siudied are Jordan, Egypi and
Turkey, alongside a general
discussion of Islamic art.

The symposium opening
will be addressed by Dr Ka-
plan. professor Gilsenan.
from the anthropology and
Middle Easmern studies de-
partments at New York Uni-
versity and the crown prince
of Jordan. The case studies of
Egypt will be presentad by
Dr Gawdat Gabra, former di-
rector of the Copric Museum,
and Dr Shawgi Mehani
Nakhla. former director-
general ol resioration and
conservation of (he Egyptian
Antiquities Organisation. Dr
Gaballa Al Gaballa, sec-
retary-general of the Su-
preme  Council of An-
tiquities, will also address the
symposium.

in a chat with Dr Kaplan,
she explained the reasons be-
hind the convocation of the
symposium. Like urban cen-
tres everywhere, she said. the
Middle East’s landmarks are
testaments 1o jts dreams and
achievernemts. Facing natural
disasters, population growth,
pollution, urbanisation and
global tourism, they stand as
embatrled reminders of the
scale of the challenge 10 pre-
serve the world’s cultural
heritage. The Pyramids, the
Sphinx, she continued, the
great red city of Petra. the
Topkapi Palace of the Ono-
man sultans, rise between Eu-
rope amd Asia. And in the
surrounding ciry scapes and
in the desent lLie thousands
upon thousands of monu-
ments and ancient sites.

The symposium celebrates
the 20th anniversary of the
Museum Studies 3
eraduate school of Ans and
Science. at New York Uni-
versity, which is the largest
and best known: of jts kind in
the world. Iis 500 imter-
national graduares are work-
ing in cites, tywns and sites
around the globe in mu-
seurns. historical and ar-
chaeological centres, and in
the interprelation and con-
servation of cultural prop-
erny.

] was anxious to know
more about what has come to
be called musology, or mu-
seum studies, which is the
topic of the project of which
Dr Kaplan is director. It is,
she said, 10 train students in
the work of museums. Mu-
seums are not simply places
for the display of objects. but
also a means_ of raising the
cultural standards of the peo-
ple. Museum workers, be
they curators or assistants.
are special museum teachers.
In fact. museums should
forge close links with educa-
ton. In some countries, like
the US, Britain and Den-
mark. museum visits are part
of the school curriculum.

When the students go to a
museum. il is not only for
enlenainment or a quick
tour of the different de-
pantments. They hold. Dr
Kaplan said. a silent di-
alogue with the objects dis-
played. It is education
through visual means.

The cowses in Dr Ka-
plan’s project deal with all
aspects of the museum,
from administration, dis-
play. selection, maintenance
and technical issues tw ed-
ucational methods. One im-
portant thing which Lhe pro-

e tries (0 do s 1o
create in the students a real
liking for the objects. They
must leam how to enjoy
Iooking at them and feel a
continuous wrge to leam
more about them.

The symposium is im-
portant, says Dr Kaplun. But
what is more importanl is lo
raise enough funds 10 enable
voung people from the Mid-
dle East 10 come and join
the programme, In this way,
she says, we could have mu-
seum specialists. which we
badly need. I cannot agree
with her more.

™
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Dreams on wheels

Like evervone clse, I went te Automech *9§ in
search of the car of my dreams. On entering
the hall, the first sign 1 saw read: “Egyptian
Abrasives™, Perhaps I'd come to the wrong
place’ 1 was looking for something long.
smooth and powerfal — or so [ thought. May-
be I'd have to think again.

Of course. if Egvpt were to have a namral
monopoly. why shoulda't it be sandpaper?
The young man standing next to the beach
buggy just couldn’t see it thar way. “There
aren’t many people here who are interested in
recreational desert accessories,” he confided.
Odd. when you conmsider how much rec-
reational desert there is. “Yeah™ he agrecd.
“but they all want o buy a Lamborghini. God
knows why: they don’t have the roads for iL”

Perhaps that's why in Mansouriva and along
the Jsmaliva Road. vou car see parcmis col-
lecting their children from school in 2 Hum-
mer. If a beach buggy is basically a lot of plas-
tic garden furninure that has been feft oul in the
sun to melt. a Hummer is a nuclear bunker cn
wheels — the famsily car that chinks it's a tank.
The promotional video shows it climbing up
cliff faces. shinnying along rock gullies. baui-
ing men {though not many women) into places
toost of them. left to themselves, would never
bave gone. It logks so solid, you feel the [and-
scupe should gird up its loins and go crawling
over the Hummer. while it just sits there. im-
passive. imperious. You can use it as a demrick
digger or a concrete pumper. It's ideal if you
want to tura the back garden of vour villa into
a heavy-industry theme park. It's very popular
with safari organisers and oil companies. And
with the Egvptian Ammy, And since one ver-
fion can seat up (0 8. vou could oot just bring
your own children home in the evening. you
could frog march the whole class ino the
back. lock the doors and drive them round the
Eastern Desert for twa or three hours until you
were sure they'd finished their homework.

Some of the exhibitors scemed a bit daunted
by having becen given stands next o such an
impressive outcrop of e militarv-indusirial
complex. Kia had brought their own DI
Hyundai had a faux-geisha in a kimoao beat-
ing helt out of a shamisen. while General Mo-
tors had hired two very long-leggad young
women to loiter in short skirts under the ro-
radng lights. like hostesses ia some un-
fashionuble nightclub. But no one wanted to
buy their cars. No one cven asked them for 2
dance.

In the pexi ball. it was all more formal. and
somehow more “refined” — though just as fer-
ishistic. No women in short skirts: just men in
funny mniex and fur hars that came down over
their noses. The British government had gra-
ciously provided a small coatingent of Welsh
Guards (o ke up positioe around the Jaguar
paddock as if they were prowecting Bucking-
ham Palace. “Will they talk o vou™ a young
bov asked me. “Excuse me.” I said to the near-
est guard, His nose wrinkled. imperceptibly. A
sergeant  appeared.  trumpets  blew, legs
marched. The Jags rotated on their stands. sub-

Temple of learning

Many foreign communities were already
firmly implaoted in Egypt during the second
half of the 19th century. when the Germans
turned toward the Orient. led by a pew inter-
est in the narure and history of other societies
and the smdy of their written records and
artefacts. German scholars developed a par-
ticular interest in the religion and culture of
Islam. and joined the apostolic troops of
French missionaries. teachers and schelars
who senled in Egypi periodically.

During the same ome, the digging of the
Suez Canal created a fluy of banking and
commercial activides in the area. in which
the French and the British enjoyed the lion's
share. but to which German and Swiss bank-
ers and merchants did not retain mdifferent.

In 1864. the German and Swiss com-
muonites formally established the Protestant
Evangelical Church in Egypt, on land dopai-
ed by the Khedive Ismail upon the request of
the Prussian consul. The land was situated in
what is now the centre of Cairo: 2.000 metres
bordered by Al-Madabegh, Maghrabi. Em-

Sugra Dagma

Broccoli
and cauliflower
salad

This week, Autornech 98
gave Egyptians a chance
to check out ihe latest
models from their
favourite manufacturers.
Peter Snowdon went
looking for a lean
machine — and fell for
something altogether
more substantial

tfy lit from withip. like priceless porcelain vas-
es. On the other side of the hall. a disgruntled
competitor opened up a fwelve-cylinder en-
gine and let it roar. For the first time since I'd
arrived. there were cars to listen io. and not
just rousic.

The car is a creawre of paradox. The su-
preme emblem of whan-industrial civilisation,
it exists only to destroy space. 10 “eat up
miles”. pallute the earth and tear communities
apart. Yet just as car users band together in
spurious brotherhoods, ranging from the petit
bourgeois camaraderie-in-anxiery of the AA
and the RAC. to the masopic sect-like activ-
iges of the more exclusive fap clubs, so the
manufacturets weave a whole symbolic world
around their machines. desperately laving
claim 10 be pan of namre — as if they re-
alised. in their hearts, what a car really is: an
faferior version of ag animal,

Thus Alaa Tarraf, sales specialist with Fer-
rari Egypt, wld me, “The symbol of Ferrari is
a horse. But it’s not just any horse. It's like an
old Egyptian horse. with whom you can do
many complicated dressage manoeuvres.
That’s what we mean when we say il has su-

adeddin and Al-Manakh streets. The comer-
stone of the church was laid by the beir to the
Prussian throne, who was in Egypt for the
festivities sumounding the opening of the
Suez Canal. The building itself was financed
by donations from Emperor Wilhelm 1. the
famous industrialist Frederich Krupp. German
donors and, finally, the khedive himself.

The idea of attaching a school to the church
came almost naturally, and the Higher Coun-
cil of Evangelical Churches in Berlin readily
agreed to send a pastor for the new church
who wouid act as director of the school at the
same (ime. The construction works were thus
extended to inclade the school and the pas-
tor's house in 1871, financed in the same
way as the church, through donations, mainly
contributed by the emperor. The rest of the
pecessary funds was gathered through the
sale of part of the land donated by the khe-
dive.

The school was moved to Bulag in 1909,
and was established on premises which Al-
Ahram occupies today, then, after a brief hia-

Reataarnant teviem

Clone zone

Andrew Steele experiences déja-vu
. |

perivr performance.” Haiba Bin Zarai, mer-
keting manager with GMC International,
Egyptian agents for Lamborghini, goes one
better- “If you want te describe Lomborghini,
you have 1o look at our logo, which is a bull.
Ferrucio Lumborghini ook the boll as his
symbol. because it was his astrological sign”
But the bull is also a symbol of Lam-
borghini’s roots in the rich farmiand of the Po
Valley. “Hi: founded the company.™ explains
Bin Zari. “becsuse although he was very
wealthy. he couldn’t buy an expensive spons
car. because he canw from an agriculmral
background: when he went to the showroom,
they wonldn™1 sell 1v him, because he didn™t
look right.”

Some of the visitors on opening night must
have known how Lambaorghini felt. Being “'by
invitation only”, all the world and his bacab
were there. The expressions on their faces
may have dilfered — delight. envy, resigna-
tion. or wial impassivity. Bui shows such as
this are great levellers. They allow the very
poor and the moderately rich to commune in
various shades of the same feeling: im-
potence.

The class difference berween Ferrari and
Lamborghini persists in the cars’ designs even
to this day. The Ferrari is simple, elegant,
stylish without pretension, the cpitome of
charm. of a self-confidence so inbred it verges
on the effemipate, in the way of old money.
The Lamborghini. on the other hand, 15 a
thick-set, determined. even awkward -looking
beast, like its self-made owner. I'd date the
Ferrari — but I'd hire the Lamborghini as a
bodysuard. Both are impressive feats of en-

ineering, bun neither of them could really be
described as beantiful_ After a while the Lam-
borghini, all huoched up and muscle-bound,
ail hips and no waist, looks more [ike a ral on
steroids than a charging bull. The Ferrari, for
its part. is just too flar and 100 low o dance
likeahorse—instead.yonkeepexpecuniit
to sidle up to yoz, like 2 crab. And the ]
is clearly tanned: Gucei with claws.

In the end. though. it's not the looks that
marter. As Tacraf says. “You're not selling a
car, you're selling a lifestyle.” Bin Zarai, flex-
ible in her geography. concurs: “It's the
Americas Dream ™

In fact, what you're buying, more than any-
thing else, is a price tag. After I'd had my fill
of Formala 1 gearboxes and adjustable sus-
pensions, [ went outside onto the forecourt,
and there I had a vision. Head down. bonpet
op. like some great ox siaking its thirst at the
riverside, or a warrior with his visor
cocked, surveying the field after banle, stood
the vehicle of my dreams. Its name? The ZIL
13305 wactor tuck. Is maximum speed is
only 120 km/h, compared to over 300 for the
swanky Iralians inside, But it can hanl 26
tons, whereas if you tried 1o hitch a caravan to
the back of a Ferrari, the poor thing would
probably have hysterics. ZIL are selling a life-
style loo: ope of hard work. collective en-
deavour, and monumental achievement. ZIL
were there when they bujlt the High Dam.
They're still there wherever they build any-
thing in Egypt. They make no bones about be-
ing a machine. They don't try and pass them-
selves off as a plant or a bird or a stick iosect.
The Z even stands for “industrial”, in Russian.
Like everyoue else. they had a video monitor,
but instead of MTV, it seemed 1o be playing a
docmneng o tary about labour disputes of the lae
1970s.

Maybe I'm just nostalgic. After all, my first
girliriend vsed to come and pick me up in
her father's ouck. Bt with ZIL, at least,
you're not just buying an image, yon're buy-
ing a myth. And it’s cheap ar the price:
LE125000 w the end-user. That's ap-
proximately a quarter of the pre-tax cost of 2
Ferrari. or one-seventh of what you'd have to
shell omt for the Lamborghini. 1 know which
one I'd rather have, I asked fbrahim Man-
sour, service manager for ZIL's Egyptian
agents. Al-Thulathiya Motors. what his pref-
ercnce was. He laughed. “They both have
their uses. yoo know,™ he replied: “H I want
to make money, I'd buy a ZIL. If [ wam to
spead money, I'd boy a Femari!™

The German Evangelical School in Cairo is belebratiné its 125th |

tus during the war. it was reopened in 1953,
in first onc then a sccond villa in Zamalek. In
the “70s. it moved to the extensive grounds
on Dokki Swreet which it occupies 1oday, and
which accommodate well over 1,000 stu-
dents.

In 1872, Bismarck issued a decree placing
all German schools wader the direct soper-
vision of the state and, when the first pastor
of the Evangelical Church in Egypt expressed
the intention of runming the school as a re-
ligious institution. he was strongly opposed
by the German consul, who wished the
school to remain secular, as did the rest of
the community. The first board of directors
was therefore established on this basis, and
included the German copsul, the pastor and
director of the school, and prominent mem-
bers of the German and Swiss commaunities.

The German School opened its doors in
1873 to its first 15 students. It was soon dis-
covered that the mition fees of the German
and Swiss papils woold not cover the ex-
penses of the school, and enrolment was

anniversary this year. Since its establishment under the Khedive
Ismail, writes Fayza Hassan, the school has left its particular
mark on generations of Egyptians and foreign students

therefore extended to Egyptians and foreign
commwunities established im Egypt Two
classes for girls were incloded in 1901.
French being the used in academ-
ic establishments of Egypt at the time, the
German school at first followed suit, bat,
with the increase in the size of the German-
speaking commmmnity, the pressure o intro-
duce and develop the teaching of German as
the first language increased. The problem
was not resolved, however, ontil well into
the the mext century, and French remained
the langpage of instruction for decades.
This conflict may well have been at the
root of the wuni cumiculuom later de-
veloped by the school, in which the teaching
of foreign languages played sach an im-
role. After the 9th grade, explains the
school’s director, Sigurd von Boetticher, the
students must choose between Gemman and
Arabic curricula, passing the Habimuer or the
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A family matter

“[ have 1o lell you this, Eida my sister. Karima is 2 bad -

irl, she is going to bring shame upon the whole fxmily.
o il bes eyes, pretends (o beat bes breast, thea
fanshusclfwithbothhands.*l.ismn.;hm:slhlsnugb-
bour of ours. you know, be is a taxi driver, azll, he came
uplcmedleomerdayanduﬁd.‘lsaw}whmbngﬂs
sister's daughter walking in the street after seaset with
young man.” I told him ai once it wasn't her, thas he was
a silly old fool and had no business following guls when
he was a married man with three grown children. ‘She is
e T e ings sbow poople's dadghicrs” B 1
for-saying bad thi e’s
kneﬁﬁzshﬁ.mldmmrﬁgsawha.mdhem
that } knew. and what are we going to do now, il me
that™

Hamda her lips and moves them quickly from
side to sidm fans Pshzrsclf with the hem of her dress.

rocking on her heels. “I told the man tha God creates the

same image a thousand fmes aod thar the girl e saw was
not ours, bt he said, ‘she is your hushand's siswer’s
daughter, the one who does not see well and poers at you
like this'™ Hamda mimics peering, lifting ber head op
high and contracting her eyelids. “You and | know, my
sister, that Karima jooks like thar *She was weariog tight
wonsers and a large shirt like 2 man's, and the fellow bad
2 flm-top haircut,” be said: *1 followed them T know her.
was at ber sister’s engagement and [ saw her dancing that
day.” Do you get my meaning” Karima danced thar day,
of course she did. is there an occasion on which Karima
does noi dance? She has no bead. that girl, but whaz can 1
do? She is family.”

Hamda pudges Eida. ~Sav something. Whep Sayed
finds out, he is going to beat Karima and her mother so
bad they will spend three months in bed. Remember when
Sayed beat me because T bumed the food? | covld not go
to work -for 2 week. Whean 1 went back
plained about the dust under the bed snd 1 stll couldn™s
bend 1o sweep. I told her I fell off the bus. She believed
me. What do these people know? But she swept under the
bed herself.” Hamda shakes her head. 1 am warmng you
oot o tell Sayed about his sister’s daughter, becagse you
know his temper, when he is angry he docs pot know his
own mother, be will kill them. Be careful the words don’t
come out of your mouth. [ wonder wha he is... A flar-top
baircot.. Look ar the girl!™ Hamda socks her teeth. “May-
be he has money... Karima likes money. that devil, but he
will not marry her when he finds ous thal we clean peo-
.ple’s houses... I bet she wld him she works at the super-
markez... I say the same, and Karima's mother says she
works in a hospital...” Hamda sighs. .

“I had to warn Samira, she is my husband’s sister, they
are family. Are you with me? I went (o see Samira and, as
soon as 1 walked in, 1 asked her. “where are your daugh-
ters, Samira, the sun has gone down, and yon are stll
cleaning your house; why aren’t your daughters here to
help you? Samira hkad pothing to say, you know she is
slow, like this.” Hamda puts her arms m a pamnthesis
around her hips, indiceting famness. apd mflates her
cheeks. “Karima was still ar work, she said, but I told her
it was almost six, and maybe even cight — T don't read

. .the time but { know when it is Jate. '1 lefi work 2 long

* time ago,”  told Samira, ] even had time to buy the veg-

etables, so why aren’t your danghrers bome™ Just as |
was talking, her daughters came in, and Samira
them into the bedroom, but 1 saw thay Karima the devil
had make-up on; and would you believe, 21l this time Sa-
mira did not give me a glass of tea or order her good-for-
nothing daughiters to make tea for their aont, so { left and
Wwe to see my sister Kifaya, you know her, they call her
Umm Mohamed but her name is Kifaya, because she is
the youngest end the tenth danghter and our mother said
kifaya [enough] when she was bom.™

Hamda nudges Eida and giggles. “Imagine? Kifaya al-

plained that Karima was stealing and Karima left work.
“She is going to make us wear bracelets yet. this girl,” Ki-
faya saad, apd I asked ifKa:imahadszolenbr_aceles.bpt

bread and halawa; will it be the Qanater prison or To-
reh? ‘I don’t get to choose,” she sajd, that's what she
said, Kifaya is always so fanny, I laughed so hard 1 al-
most choked, but she said I ought to tell Sayed so that he
bealsuph:s_sns_ter’sdanghmandtacm ber manners
becanse she is disgracing the whole family. 1 don’t know.

Thanawiya Amma for their final exams, This is women's business: when men ger involved, if is
Source: 115 Years of DEO Yearbook (pub- alWays bad for everyone.”

lished by Max Group, 1998). Fayza Hassan
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Crosswond

ACROSS

By Samia Abdennour

Ingredients:

250g broccoli

250g caoliflower

1/3 cop skivered almonds
1/4 cup Italian dressing

1 thsp. fresh lemon juice

Method: ]
Cut the broccoli and
cauliflower into Horets.
Place in a large pap of
boiling water. Stapd for
one minute, then drain and
plunge imto iced water.
Drain well. Prehear oven to

moderate (180°C), Spread
almonds on a foil-covered
oven tray and place in aven
for five mipuies or until
golden. Remove from mray
1o cool. Place dressing aad
lemop juice in a small
screw-top jar and shake
well. Place vegetables in a
scrving bowl. Pour over
dressing. Sprinkle toasted
almonds om top. Serve
immediately.

To make this salad ahead
of time. cook e
vegetables and refrigerate
until required. Briog to
room temperature and add
toasted almonds just before
serving.

Moushira
Abdel-Malek

Variety. they say. is the spice of life. Un-
less you run a restavrant chain, that jis. The
middle-range Swiss Restawants in Cairo
obviously have designs on Howard John-
son's if the bills of fare at La Chesa and Le
Chaatilly are anything to go by. Uniform to
a tee, and some. The Adli Suret space thas
L.a Chesa occupies is 2 little wonder of
downtown ingenuity. The squared off U-
shape has two doors and a pharmacy separ-
ates. The décor is very neo-Swiss, accentu-
ated by prints and pics of Swiss peaple do-
ing all things Swiss. Very clean, very
Alpine, and, dare one say it, very cheesy.
We were greeted and seated with the ut-
most courtesy. The waiting staff were eager
ag heavers and the service was impeccable.

The menus, as I have hinted. were iden-
tical twins to those that dwell in the He-
liopolis branch. right down to (he Coplic
fasting specials and the selection of beig-
pets and strudels. What it lacks is the glo-
rions garden of its counterpart. with its
fresh Heliopolitan air that fair fuels the ap-

tite.
peForgoing starters for ap€ritifs, we plunged
straight into the delighis of the maip
course, choosing two items from the regu-
lar menu and two from ihe supplement.

The saucisse de veau with an epion sauce
was good value. coming in at under LE{5
for a filling plate. The sausages were well
herbed. if a lir;l;ad ?hcwy. and the onion

was thick ragrant.
sa"ll.";: medallions de bﬂg:!?fn & la Bordelaise
were deemed a little small for the LE34.50
that they sel us back, but were gertmnly a

choice cut, oozing charm and panacbe. Cro-
queite potatoes and the ubiquitous sauté ac-
companied. The mixed dolmas from the
fasling menu were a might dry, but this
was made up for by the tasty rice stuffing
that pestled alluringly inside the vegetables.
Bell peppers. coursettas and ambergines
vied for plale space with the tasty litde
leaves,

I'm afraid I am unable 1o pass comment
on the Grandmother's Favourite — a stru-
del stuffed with vegetables and cheese with
a creamy mushroom sauce. Why? Well. the
strudel that graced our table was stuffed
with turkey breast and spinach — I know
not how it is referred to on the menu —
but, despite this mishap, was perhaps the
best of tonight’s bunch. A rich cheese fla-
vour had been cast upon the spinach,
which, in wm, was ropped with 1 moist and
toothsome slice of turkey breast, The whole
was wrapped in a layer of flaky filo pasiry,
and whilst calling it a strudel was stretch-
ing it a bit. I gobbled it down with marked
enjoyment. Conclusions? A very “dinner”
sort of restaurant, rather than the sori of
place you would go for a snack and a
drink. featuring a more adult set than the
Chantiily. Dinner for four with four SteHas
came te LE110, but be warned. three of us
chose the cheapest choices on offer. When
you're downtown and you yearn for that
Sw;iss Restuurant experience, where else to
go?

La Chesa, 21 Adli Streer, Downtown
Tel: 3939360

1. Free and easy; cordial (7)
7. Synonymous to a ma-
terialistic complacent busi-
nessman (7)

13. Concerned with {5)

14. Fall short: miscarry (5}
{5. ...und behold (2)

17. Type of New Zealand and
Australian fsh (4)

If. Last portions of intestines
(4}

19. You, Fr. (2

20, Drinking vessel (3)

22, Deer's entrails (7)

24. Greek letter, pl. (3)

23, Short musical composition

5 59. That is, abb. (2; ?l!_ﬂ
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E.CiONIG MY Il [LIE R ported (5) 35. Broken-hearted (3) 36. Calf"s flesh (4
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plain (6)
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46. On the sheltered side (4)
47. A legume (3
49. Mauritius extinet flightless
bird (4)
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2. Non-religious: poem; re-
cline (3)
33. Wild canary (5)
54 Likely (3)
35, Qbvious (7)
58. Slang appellation of medical
person {3}
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Field Marshal Tantawi, minister of defence,
visited Germany and Italy last weel. One of
the topics on the agenda was the removal of
the 18 million iand-mines buried under the
sands of Al-Alamein. Left there by British,
German and ktalian armies 55 years ago, the
mines are still killing and maiming today.
Sahar EHBahr voyages to an arid land
L

ez

N R

Top row, left to
right; K j
Soie  Gomaa; Daond
* Hassan Mishri;
- picking throngh a
~  minefield.
" »  Bottom row: these
live explosives are
. . scattered across the
# . desert of
= Al-Alamein, with
- only a few stones to
* mark the place
where death lies

Almost every month, there is a report in the press
of ‘another borrific “accident™ one more shep-
hérd killed or maimed by a land-ming. “This one
would have been fortunate if he had died instead
of living a cripple. In any case, he won't be able
1o support his family,” says Doma Bishri, one of
the Bedouin of Al-Alamem “Some of the Bad-

cass the issue or join in clearing up the Iand-

mincs. We are just the victims of someone else’s.

war,” says Bishri. . - . ;

The town of Al-Alamein is centred arotnd one -

short street, but the Commonwealth
and the museum stiract thousands of tourists eve-
Ty year, commemorating their couritrymen fallen
in the war. A few miles away are the mine-fields;
but oo one visits those. Edgar Blume, a German
roorist, visits the cemetery - year, but had
never heard of the land-mines. “Every tourist vis-
iﬁngthecily'shoulddammevena'Bs?mllmuum
of money 1o the victims,™ suggests Blume.

In the past half centary, about 500 people have
died, and almost 6,000 have sustaived mjuries.

|

For Ibrahim Muftah, head of the city council,
the deaths and injuries are wragedies, of course:
but he also lameats the loss of 200,000 potential-
ly profitable feddans, where tourist sites and pet-

_rol or whﬁ:tE;lds coulgfl;l'mone dag;lFt_:r
now, thongh, that garden grows only in
the confines of his mind.

The Ministry of Agriculnire cftes annual rain-
fall and groondwater as evidence that ag-
ricultural projects would be viable here. Muftah
adds that, despite the rare wildlife of the Marsa
‘Matrouh area, “We can’t be declared 2 natural

. protectorate. We can do nothing: no infra-
structure, no utilities, no buildings,™ ke sighs.
" Egypt has the lion’s share of this bitter crop: 20

“per-cent of the world's fand-mines are here. In

<Al-Alamein alone, 200,000 hectares are thickly
-planted with 18 million mines.

In 1994, however, a UN report recorded only
six thousand mines in Egypt. Only in 1995, a
few hundred corpses later, did the UN and the
“world recognise that there are 23 million land
mines in BEgypt.

_ Clearing Al-Alamein, however, is not easy, €x-
plains Major General Magdi Qibissi, the head of
the Military Engineering Deparunent at the Min-
isty of Defence: flooding, rains and sand all
move the mines, which means the area where

the areas where they are buried are covered in
seas of sand dunes, making removal difficoh and
expensive. Furthermore, land-mines grow more
sensitive and unpredictable with time.

To compourd the problem, the countries that
planted the mines in the deadly garden thar is Al-
Alamein have no accurate or complete maps for the
tand-mimes. “The soldiers did not care: they just
buried the mines at random and left,” says Qibissi.

it costs only from $10 10 $30-w0 bary a land-
mine. but from $100 to $1,000 to remove it The
Ministry of Defence’s ten-year clearing cam-
paigm, which lasted from 1981 1o 1991 and re-
sulted in the removal of abont 12 million mines,
cost $92 million. In 1996, the Ministry of De-
fence announced another pian, set 1o ead in 2006,
aimed at removing the remaining mines, “but this
plan needs up-to-date assistance from the conn-
wies thar planted them. Removing them is be-
youd the financial and technical capabilities of
Egzypt. We need laser equipment capable of de-
tecting mines buried deep bepeath the sand.” as-
serts Qibissi.

Britain, which is responsible for the largest
number of mines, donated half a million pounds
sterling last year. Bishad said that an lalian group
pat up barbed wire and signs in the "50s, but
these have long faded. [taly recently offered 20
Egyptian officers a three-week aining conrse in

mine-clearing. Germany had done nothing until
Field Marshai Tantawi’s visil there this week.

In Al-Alamein, the mines have pot spared a sin-
gle family. When Khamis Gomaa was 10. he lost
one eve, two fingers and a herd of catle —
“which is worse. becanse we made a living from
the herd.” During those days, he remembers, ac-
cidents were more frequent. Five of his relatives
died, and eniire herds were decimated.

Time, experience and a grim process of trial
and error have 1aught the Bedoutn the locations
and aspects of the mines. Children are tanght
what the mines look like, and their parents warn
them not to pick things up from the ground. “We
may live with the mines for decades,” says Go-
maa, “but they have leftr hardly a family intact.
Our life is daily hormor.™ When a child goes out
with a herd and is late in returning, Gomaa adds,
his mother siants screaming and crying., because
she knows this can mean only one thing.

Last month, an enginesr working in the nearby
oil fields was driving through the desert when a
[and-mine exploded. He was saved somehow, al-
though nothing rematns of the car.

The compensation victims receive from the
government has remained the same since the
*50s: for an arm or a leg. LE120. and nothing for
fingers — the most common Injury. The families
of those kiiled by mines can hope for LE25 a

month — after protracted legal wrangling.

Dawoud Hagsan Mishri remembers the war- at
the begioning, the British evacvaied the Bedouin
from the desert, except for a Jew who worked in
the camps. Hassan sold food to the Briush of-
ficers. and says they treated the Bedouin better
than the Germans or Italians did.

Aftter the war ended, the Bedouin made a living
selling the speils — wrecked tanks, cars, and
guns — to tron and copper foundries. When this
rove ran dry, some attempted to defuse mines
and sell them for recycling. "This was suicidal:
many failed and died.” Hassan says.

Undl woday, the Bedouin sull find tns and
clothes belonging to long-gone British officers.
Two months ago, Hassan found a belt and a copy
of Newsweek, dated 1949, buried in the sand.

In 1994, the Bedouin found a 1912 Ford. They
swear the car, which they gave to the museum,
was still in working condition.

Hassan has eight children. foor girls and four
boys. Two of his sons work in the oil fields, the
other two in Libya. None have been to school:
What's the point? he asks, Hassan himself can
1alk politics as well as the next commentator, but
school, he says, won't guarantee a job.

~Land-mines.” concludes Bishri. “are the re-
mains of cowardice: left behind for the innocents.
for the culprits are long gone.™

Béneath the sand, the mines lie waiting.

The west bank of Luxor bas been shared

by the Pharaohs® tombs and the people
of Al-Gourpa for over 200-years. To-
day, Al-Gourna is living -twough dif-
ficult times, ro say the least. People are
still shattersd by *“the second Luxor
massacre”, as the press called il,wrhich_
took place on 17 January, when police

fortes artempied 10 carcy out 16 demoli-
by the i

]

tion onders issued .
Council. The orders were aimed at
tecting the archaeological site near
shepsur's Temple
croachment by informal settlements.
What the police did not expect was to

by the inhabitants of Al-Gournza; the en-

sning confrontation left four people

dead and 29 imjured. .
The campaign 10 empty Al-Gourna of

possible to “relocae™ a culmre and 2.

way of life? There arc moany mmours
and theories, but nobody ju Al-Gourna
really knows what is' going, 10 happen.
Selmi Selim. the newly-appointed
bead of the Luxor City Council, -in-
dicated to Al-Ahram Weekly that people
“have really made too much of a fuss™

ar= for relocadon:
Madinat bl Mari, Al
Hornbat, Al-Afiyyat, Al-Ghabet, AL

ears whenﬂ!e:fcamﬂl@'-hﬂhpd -
o .

Evenr if it is oo late, dee.
ftial idea is that no house will be razed
until a better alternative is provided, and

A house
on the hill

- they are buried is constantly expanding. Some of

The confiict between cultural preservation and archaeological protection in Al-Gouma is escalating rapidly. Mariz Tadros investigates

50 there is no problem. Just becanse we
did not thik of it a hundred years ago,
this does not mean that we cannot start
thinking for owr fukme now. We are
looking 20 years ahead,” exclaims- Se-
fim -

'!hetewasulkofrsettle.memadec-

ade be says, but it was not possible
lhwaﬁuuse the resources necessary

" were shsent. “This is 2 national project

and it requires millions of pounds.”™ But
‘even today, in.the midst of imple-
mentation, the question of resources is
still prominent. Last week a heated ar-
gument cropted in the People’s As-

- sembly at the Cubture and Information”

Coinmitiee meering. Selim pointed out
thar the project, which has cost LE310
million, must ger vnderway before the
cost doubles. But Essam Amin, from the
Mimistty of Planning, said that his min-
istry had estimated the cost of the pro-
ject at around LE100 mllion. :

The new location projected "is Al-

- Taref, about .one kilometre away from

AlGourna. The reseftlement project,
Selim repeais, will be a “tremendous
leap farward for the people” as it will
provide them with infrastrucrure and
services while preserving their way of
life on a comimomal and culroral level.

“cultural, civilisational and hygienic
leap that the people will experience.”
The oaly difference berween the old and
the new locations, Selim reiterates, “is
that these new houses will be cleaner,
with services such as clean water, sew-
ers. telephone lines and access to health
and education.”

The people of Al-Gourna. he believes,
“are very happy about it, thrifled about
this pew move. Absolutely.” Measures
bave been taken to enswre that people’s
livelihood will be secured, he affirms,
“There will be workshops, techmical
mraining upjts, exhibition aress, a large
parking lot, 2 market. a police station, a
bank — it wilt look more like a shop-
ping centre. The people are really happy
about it.™

The people of Al-Gouma, however,

. say they are confused, anxjous apd bit-

ter. They are rather wary of Selim,

confide: be is from the norh, after aif,
and this is his first post in Luxor. Un-
doubtedly, loo, the fact that he issucd
the demolition orders shoitly afier being
appointed head of the Luxor City Coun-
cil is a point of contention. “How could
we be happy about i, when it is the frst
time we hear about this shopping com-
plex”" wonders Mohamed Ahmed, who
OWDS 2 ﬁe alabaster workshop in Al-
Goumna. business was established in
the 1970s bur he can wace the history of
bis family in Al-Gourna back seven gen-
crations. Al-Goumna, he says. is home to
where they are machine-made. Five full-
time artisans in his employ continue to

. extract the alabaster the traditional way,

from the heart of the mouniain, Tourists
drop by to see the artists at work and

Hajj Ahmed boasts of regular clients
who visit from all over the world. He s
scared that relocation will mean death to
his business. “They buy from here be-
cause the place has a special feel lo i,
like Khan Al-Khalili. I am worried that
if our shops are relocated in a modern
complex, the tourists will be pat off.” he
explaizs,

Behind him is a large two-storey vil-
lage house with animals painted on the
white-washed wall ~This is my house,
right next to my alabaster shop. If they
want 10 tear it down, fine. but not my al-
asbaster industry: how am 1 going 10
make a living™™

Ingrid Bogousted. a painter from Nor-
way. has been coming to Al-Gouma for
the past six years, and is fuminz shout
the resettiement plans. “The idea that
they are resettling this village for tour-
ists' sake doesn't make sense. Do you
think we come here just to se2 the mon-
nments? People come for the distinct
culture of Al-Goumna. They like to siroll
around the colourful houses and the
people. It would be a tragedy to lake
this ail away.”

Protecting the monuments of Al-
Gouma is a sticky issue, however, Be-
cause the sovemnment has refused to in-
siall any infrastructure in the area (ex-
cept electricity), fearing this migin
affect the tombs and sites underground,

ple took mattars into their own
hands in disposing of waste and in ac-
cessing water. On the other hand, the
government has provided electriciy,
and people had metres installed in their
homes. This step was interpreted by the
inhabiiants 25 2 government stamp le-
gitimising their presence in the area.

The government's general policy.
however, is to frecze all new construc-
tons in Al-Gouma., The inhabitanis
have reacted sceptically. One inhabitant
says; “This is really about double stan-
dards. Lock at that big house over there,
with the garden. Tha:i belongs 1o the
German archaeological team. They have
been excavating bere for vears. The gov-
emment dug a waier pump underground
to access water for them and they are
right there in the middle of the monu-
ments. Are they better than us”™

The issue is ricky because these same
foreign archaeological teams working in
Tiba often find their work brought 10 a
halt because they reach a point where a
house or two must be removed for them
10 contpue excavaling. In these cases,
the Council gets involved.

The residents of Al-Gourna feel a
srong affnity with the place, and even
think of themselves as the guardians of
Tiba's archeological treasures. Abdel-
Salam Ahmed El-Sawalhi, in his seven-
ties, bas o million and one stories to el
of how he and the people of Al-Goumna
used 10 protect the place from greedy ar-
chaeological inspectors who wanted 10
smaoggle a piece or two out to sefl 1o in-
terested foreigners. “We, the people of
the place, care abou: it most. When the
fundementalists in the Luxor massacre
tried w escape, we chased them. If we
g0. you can guarantee there will be
many thefis in this place.”

El-Sawalhi, who has lived in Al-
Gourna 2H his life, says they will have
to shoot him before relocating him.
Many made equally emotonal state-
ments. This may be because the res-
idents don't beli¢ve that the area will be

a protected open-air museum. They are
convinced thar after resettlement, the
government will make way to investors
who will buy the land and start their
own venlures there,

Al the heant of the maner, perhaps, is
that the people feel their lives will never
be the same, and their culmure desroyed
forever. The City Council’s promise that
the new houses will be just as big as
their own makes them laugh in disbelief.
Those whose neighbours and family
have serded a1 Al-Rawageh describe
“miserable, Liny cubicles”. Selim. how-
ever, lold the Weekly that the houses at
Al-Rawageh were built for the victims
of the 1994 floeds. not for resettlement

Ragheh Maximos Abdel-Malak, 65,
says he was approached by the govern-
ment a vear and a half ago. “They told
me there are sone empty houses left in
Al-Rawageh and that they will give each
family a house. [ weni to sce the place
and I refused.” It wasn'y just that the al-
ternative accommodation was much
smaller; it doesn’t fulfil his fomily's
needs. “For instance. there was no tradi-
tional oven so that we can make ouwr
own shamsi bread. Not all the houses
were logether. We have this big house
with different rooms for cach family.
Our lives are very closely knit. At the
end of the day. we close this big gate
and afl of us are in one bouse. This
house has been home for our families
for over 150 years.”

Another dilemma with resetdement is
that, while many strive 10 make a living
off tourism. they do not have an urban
lifestyle. Each house is self-sufficient,
baking its own bread. making its own
cheese. raising cartle, poultry and cam-
els. Some [amilies are predominanmly
engaged in agricultore.

While Abdel-Malak has refused 1o
budge. however, others in Al-Gourna
think the move is inevitable. Only a few
remnants of the famous adobe archi-
tecture can be seen today. "I don't think
people understand. These are not slums.
Our houses are spacious, and built in the
distinctive Al-Gourna style. We don™
want telephone lines and  shopping
malls. we just wanm lo preserve our way
of life on our land,” says Abdel-Malak

The people of Al-Goumna ave divided.
Some onlv hope they will not be given
claustrophobic cubicles like those built
for the Aood victims. while others re-
main adamant — no one will move
them, and they will fight, no matter
what. One senument shared by all, how-
ever, is that there i5 more af stake than
mud-brick dwellings.
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The services available for the blind in Egypt are inadequate, but Gihan Shahine discovers that some are seeking a change

Ahmed Khater. a 28-vear-old teaching assistant at
Helwan’s Faculty of Ans, English Depanment.
has 10 pore over at least 70 books for his Mas-
ters” degree in linguistics and legal translation.
He has o comrect exams and assignments for the
20 classes he teaches at Helwan University. And
he has a 100-page thesis 1o write. as well as some
translation work that has to be finished up.

“We may be blind. but we can stll do a lot for
society.” Khater says. “All we need is for society
and the government to give us a bit more credit
and care. We need more facilities. and more op-
portunities (o show and develop our skills."

He may be blind. but there is no stopping
Khater. He pgraduated from Ain Shams Uni-
versity's Faculty of Arts with honours. near the
top of his class. Yet he was not appointed to the
faculty™s teaching staff — usuvally an almost au-
tomatic step. He applied for a position teaching
English at Helwan University and. after nego-
tianons regarding his eligibility for the job. he
was finally hired. together with two other blind
academics. Khater. however. has no intention of
studying for a PhD in Egypt. “where educational
Factlities for the blind are not adequate to do re-
search work.”

Ahmed Khater is onty one of many highly qual-
ified and ambitdous men and women. who happen
to be blind and who need more chances and bet-
ter educational facilities if they are to attain their
goals. He is also among the very privileged few
who received a higher. not to mention any, educa-
tion.

According to the figures for 1996 released by
the Central Agency for Mobilisation and Sta-
tistcs. out of over bao million disabled Egyp-
tans. 12.5 per cent are blind. That is. modest es-
timates set the number at around 250,000 blind

ople in need of special care. If the percentage
of disabled. however. rises from 2.06 million in
1996 1o around 2.09 million in 2017, as more re-
cent estimates suggest. 100.000 more blind peo-
ple will need help.

Egypt has about 223 governmenial and oen-
governmental institutions for the rehabilitation of
the disabled in general. Yet these institutons pro-
vide for less than one per cent of their needs. The
government needs lo upgrade at least 100 in-
stitutions ta meet current demand.

According 10 a 1995 study conducted by the
non-governmental Association for Health and En-
vironmental Development (AHED), there are 20
special schoals For the blind, plus 10 schools with
special classes, making a 1otal of 224 classes for
blind children, The study. however. indicates that
there are 20,000 disabled children enrolled in spe-
cial schools. among whom 2.20{ are either par-
tally sighted or blind. . o

The study shows that educational facilities !'a.ll
short of fulfilling the demands of Egypt’s blind
population. The research was based on 2616
families living in Aln Helwan. In this sample. 0.5

r cent of children aged between two and 15 are
blind or partially blind, The study shows that, ac-
cording to the most conservative estimates. there
are at least 60,000 blind children in Egypt. only
2 300 of whom are enrolled in schools. ln other
words. only one per cent of those in need of spe-

\

cial cducation are actually receiving it-

“The gap in fullilling the needs of the blind is
largely due to the inaccessibility of facilities for
most of the blind population.™ explains Dr Alaa
Shukrallah. general director of AHED. According
10 Shukraliah. most of the schools and NGOs
working in the field are located in Cairo and the
Delta: 35 per cent are in Upper Egypt. and none
exist in the countryside.

The educational approach iwself, Shukrallah
adds. is not perfect. Global trends now favour
early inlegration of the physically and mentally
challenged into society; more importastly. at-
tempts are being made to increase awareness of
the special needs of this sector of the population.
and to cater (o these needs.

“Blind children give an example of how easy it
would be to apply this community-based policy.”
Shukrallah says. “The isolation of the disabled in
general creates a gap between the disabled per-
son and the community. The result is that society
is hardly aware of what these people really
need.”

For Mohammed Said Abdel-Gawwad. a 24
vear-old graduate of the Faoculty of Languages.
schooling was never a problem. He was enrolled
at the Taba Hussein specialised school for the
blind. where books. assi ots and exams were
all printed and submitted in Braille.

But even for the privileged few who received
schooling. university education remains a major
problem. “We feel lost among the sighted sm-
dents in college, where no facilities whatsoever
are provided for the blind. and we are asked to do
the same assignments and research work as the
other students,” explains Abdel-Gawad. “We are
not accounted for at all. Some colleges even pro-
hibit recording lectures and we have to depend w-
tally on the studenis who occasionally volunteer
to read us the fectures.™

Problems increase several-fold for the few who
contemplate a Master’s desvee. Blind students are
not accepted in all branches of education. “De-
spite the success that many of us could achieve.
most people believe we should focus on voca-
tional training,” complains Abdel-Gawwad. who
is still stuggling to cnrol for 3 translation di-
ploma at the Faculty of Languages.

Khater is bitter at the idea that just a few of the
fucilities to which he had access in the US would
make his life much easier — almost normal, in
Fact. ~In the US. where I had a two-month-
scholarship. I regisiered at a special service of-
fice. available in every university. Students who
volunteer 10 work there get exima niarks for their
help,” says Khater. “The same system could be
applied here.” . _

Khater ran an advertisemenl requesting an as-
sistant vo guide him through the busy city streets,
and says he reccived no fewer than 400 calls, =[
wish NGOs would run similar advertisements 10
give a chance {0 those who really want to help
and just do not know how.” he says.

Apart from education. very few fucilities are
provided to help the blind, and the disabled in
general, move freely. Footpaths, shops and gov-
ernment institutions are not fumnished with ramps,
and the disabled are barely accounted for in car

parks or in public tansport. Other tools that
could help the blind walk on their own, like canes
or trained dogs, are not provided; telephone calis
are not subsidised, although the blind depend
mainly on the telephone for communication. “I
{firmly believe that bandicapped people are fot
disabled because of physical Impairment, but be-
cause society is not organised to help them fi
in,” Shukrallah maintains.

Said Abdel-Wahed, a graduate of the Ambic
Literature Department of the Faculty of Lan-
guages, who is cuorrently working toward his Mas-
ter's degree, has o think twice before going out
on his own. He lives alone ip an aparument near
university, and has to depend on himself most of
the time. “The footpaths are very high, the streets
are very dangerous and there are no facilities to
belp [us] move without stumbling ar least once or
wice.” be says.

Work is another problem. Although labour leg-
islation stipulates that five per cent of employ-
ment opportunities be reserved for the disabled.
the law 1s not always strictly enforced. Both Ab-
del-Wahed and Abdel-Gawad. who were top of
their classes ar university, were not accepted as
teachers in private schools, while all university
graduate Mohamed Heimi could get was a part-
lime administrative job in a govermment organ-
1Isaion.

“NGOs must make sure the laws are enforced
and must make people aware that the disabled
represent 2 strong working force,” says Shuk-
rallal. ;

As part of a community-oriented gramme,
AHED is networking with all the NGg: working
with the disabled. It is also in the process of
forming a national task force for the disabled
people and their familics, “They should be given
a chance to represent themselves and put forth
their demands, rather than having campaiguers
stand up for them.” says Shukrallah. “The gov-
ernment can then start building on what is already
available. Or at least it will take the disabled into
account; when building a new road, for example,
it could include ramps. which would be costly to
build in an already paved road.™

Asdiga’ Al-Kafif, or friends of the blind. is en-
gaged in similar activities, The association es-
tablished a nursery for blind children where they
are prepared for education in ordinary schools
and, thas. integration into society. The association
has also sel up a libary for the blind, where
about 2,000 books are recorded on cassette tapes.

“We focus mainly on helping society and the
family to deal with the blind.” says Zakariya Fah-
mi. the chairman of the association. “We offer afl
types of services for the blind person, including
medical care. financial support. and problem-
solving.” .

The government is also beginning to address
the problem of disability in Egypt. In a recent
seminar held st the Red Crescent Society. sta-
tistics were cited revealing that six million peo-
ple in Egypi are disabled. Minister of Social Af-
fairs Merval Tellawi asserted that more efforts
should be €xened fo improve the conditions of
the disabled in Egypt and to review all the rel-
evant laws.

The Cabinet Information and Decision Support
Centre (IDSC) also undertook fieldwork on dis-
ability in Egypt, which developed into a com-
prehensive rehabilitation  strategy involving a
number of ministries. It is being carried out under
the supervision of the Ministry of Health, and
aims to provide more educational facilities, build
more schools, upgrade the services of 100 organ-
isations working in the field of disability, provide
medical services and create more job op-
portunities for the disabled.

To help solve the reading and writing problems
of the educated blind, the IDSC has adopted a
technological rehabilitation programme, which is
part of the government's broader strategy. The
centre established a number of compuier labs at
Cairo and Ain Shams universities, in schools af-
filiated 0 the Al-Nour Wal-Amal pon-
govemmental association, and at the non-
govemnmental Demonsiration Centre for the Re-
habilitation of the Blind.

“The project was based on a study showing that
compaters can selve a major part of the blind’s
reading and wriling problems,” says Abdel-
Moneim Hamada, the project supervisor and co-
ordinator at the IDSC. Hamada explains that a
page that takes 45 minutes to be written in Braille
takes only 15 to 17 minutes to be written on the
compater aod printed in the same way.

The specialised labs are furnished with compur-
ers with sound cards that pronounce every key
the nser clicks. The computers are also hooked up
to scapners that convert pages into text files: then
the computer can read the text through a speech
synthesiser. Texts can also be printed oot in
Braille, 23 some of the computers are connected
to Braille printers.

So far, the programme has made headway. The
IDSC provided 448 blind people and prospective
teachers with special corputer training. and an-
other 89 students are being enrolled for Taining
al the Cairo University lab, where supervisors
have 1 work late to meet increasing demand. At
& specialised government school in Giza, students
spend most of their leisure time in computer
training. Teachers there wrile their exams and
notes on computers and print them in Braille sq
tha_‘}ll::émd students can read them, -

: program did solve a lot of our problems ~
gldbdel#ahed dsag:i “The computer s!::\?cs l;sn;e

effort, an us get jobs we :
hal;e otherwise,” b el wouldn’t
owever, as is the case of many rehabilitar
programmes in Egypt, the fands needed 1o px
vide maintenance and allow further expansion
represent an obmacle. Hamada maintains that the
role of the centre should end with setting up the
labs and propagating the idea. “We do not have
funds to do any maintenance work or to provide
E:‘; clall':s thrjﬁ paptzr or other computers.™ he says
0 at other organisati i :
ncérﬂ willpctake over.” rganisations or forcign do-
lould the ministries of educati i
ucation or social affairs take up ﬂ;:;'au?ﬁ::r wﬂ!-
it up to NGOs or foreign donors to susiain u::
;og uter rehabilitation programme and other re.
aplitation programmes for the blind? These
QUEStions Yet to be answered, ¢ blind? are

A R

Losing sight, -

'y

2 gaining insight - R

phamsRandaShaath

For Ibtisam Abaza (above), blindness need not be a social or professional handicap.
Whal is needed: more facilities for the blind, and, more importantly, integration: the
sense, among decision-makers and citizens alike, that sich amenities as special ramps
or Braille textbooks are crucial prerequisites for a “oormal” life

eeting special needs?
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;=" Iptisam Abaza is a woman
% whose blindness did not

This 55-year-old
Nour Wal-Amal 2ssOCinon
founder of Dar Al-Kitab Al-Nateq. s
NGO devoted 1o recording books for
the blind, was the firsi blind wWisnan

ichologist at Al-
pssd_wl_ogmmd

fidence
Gihan Shahi
Abaza sits in her office ot Al-Noar

left school for 2 year and went to Al-
Nour Wal-Amal for vocational train-

schools for the blind a1 the time.

years in one year, the time allotted for
home study then. “I had 3 hard time

of three,” Abaza says. “But I received
great help and encouragement from
my family, friends and neighbours,
who all read and explained lessons for
m." .

Exams were a big problem. “The
edocational system did sot take the
blind into account at that e, and 1
was the only blind gid enrolied in a
secondary school.” Abaza adds. After
a series of negodations, the i

of Education finally agreed to provide
Abaza with an assistant to write for

an{ was extremelv incompetent, and [
had 1o dictate every single letter in a
very lixmited time.” :

College was a tarning point in Aba-
za's life. As the first blind woman to
emer university, Abaza was the her-
oine of tales that her friends at Al-
Nour Wal-Amal invented, and an ex-

for following generatons.
"“Bimd people started to believe in
themselves and feel that they codld
also pursue their smdies a5 I had,”
Abaza continmes. “And by the time I

school for the blind.”

. Abaza smdied philosophy and psy-
chology at Cairo University’s Faculty
of Arts, and took part in political activ-
itfes and seminars.

- - “The "60s were the heyday of polit-

jcal activism,” she remembers. “At that
time, I was a Communist, and I de-
fended my views in classes and semi-
nars.”

Abaza was so active in class that
some of her professors did not realise
she was blind. Though unable to read,

books remained 2

" special teeat, and in this she

on her father, friends and

But her neighbour, who later became .

ber husband, was her help. He
shared her readin gg?mfmsts,p ac-
companied ber to seminars and confer-
views. "Our_ interest in books de-
veloped into love, that ended happily in
marriage,” Abaza says, as her face

lights up. “Even now you won’t find a _
comer of the house that doesn’t hold a

book.”

Abaza gradvated in 1967 and_-

launched into a career as a hologist
fzr:heblind.Sbe Lt
chologist at the Specialised Centre for
the Rehabilitation of the Blind and an-

other 10 years ar Al-Nour Wal-Amal. = -
During that time, she obtained rwo di--. *
plomas in mental heaith, got marded -

and gave birth to three children.

see, but we have other potentals, .- .

which, if encouraged, enable us to
nommally with life” she
problem, however, is that society

todeal with blind people. ~ - . .
_Abaza laments the Jack of educa
onal facilities avajlable for the educat-
ed blind “The material printed in
Braille or recorded on cassefies’is 00 -
more than the e

in 1990 and has so

cassettes, distributed freely 10-bllind sui- -
dents; but, concludes Abazz, “we sifl. - -

the

0 enter a aniversity in the early "60s. . '

Abaza was too ambitioos 1o giveap

doing all that work in one year instead

her during the exams. “Bu the assist- -

spent 20 years as psy-: " -
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Al-Ahram. A Dlwan of contemporary life

Vi 'Mm’lsher\Butros Ghali three men with suspected links to
T e alist: Parly Were arrested irf, coninection with
- Cad whafsome ‘termed “the great conspiracy”, The infended
" '--’ﬁrgetsforassassmﬂn_rrwereme riation's three' most powsrhul men — the

* khedive; ‘the: primie’ mn?Steg and British High Commasﬂmer Lord Kitchner,

whosemunu'y had""

1he bas:s of reporls pubhshedby A@-Ahram

Egypt in 1882, Despite thieir denials, the three
acwsed were foundguﬂ!_y of mvo!vemem in the abortive mmatlon plot
- and semenwdto 15, yaansmpnsonmem the maximum penalty under the
 Tav DY Yunan 'Labib: Rizkrecountsthestory ofmeplutandmetnal on

Sl !

'High investment retarns inEg'ylit '
SAUDI invastor Shelkh Salth Kame! siated that the investinent ra-
fum rate I Egypt is rieing higher than those found in Asia and East-

‘cowetiries.

em European

Egypt’'s investment climate is axtremely fa--

vourable 1o Arab and foreign investors, he said, especially with
regards 10 major nadional projects currently taking place in Toshka
and Sinai, thanks to the incentives given by President Hosnl. M-

barak which encourage nvesiors
offered to them.

Kamelﬁldﬂ'latEgyptmwesseonndplaneafbrSaudArabh'
conceming the volumse of investment, which reached $532 million - -

mnkeadvalﬂgedallmues

nﬁedthat.onSnndaySOJune.hesaw
Mohamed Taher El-Arabi “loitering in

suspicious manner” as Lord Kiich-
per's train was pulling into the station
Hehadmcogmsu:'-dwymmgm.mlm-

F.stabl:shmg “collusion™ was the in-

vsugnmss primary concem in the in-
itial phases of the investigation. To-
wands this end, police bropght into
custody several other individuals sus-
pected of having advance knowledge of
the plot. One was El-Sabahi who was
relaxdonlyafewhom'saﬁerhasar—

“smccpohcem]desubhshnoev—

& .

1y ]

o level

today:
"Whud:crcvidmtge is sufficient
charges of conspiracy or
not, it is not the task of the press w0
expness an opinion one way or an-
other. To side with or against a

suspect in a case before the eourts

means exceeding the bounds of our pro-

fession, which is solely to

facts... To do otherwise is to throw the

public into confusion and 1o

undermine
the gnvu'nmenfs mission 1o establish

justice.”

Not everyone shared Al-Ahram’s ea-
serness to play down the case. In the
UK, Foreign Secretary Edward Gray
sublly reminded the House of Commons
that the subject should not be open to
discission as long a5 it was stll before
the courts. “] am glad that the plot was
discovered before it was implemented.™

he added.

In Egypt, meanwhile, there was an out-
pourmg of public sympathy for the as-

UjouB) WNBIY wopRRS Yl

25 Joly. Al-Ahram’s court commespondent

report the describes the scene: “The three de-

fendants stood before the judge, their
hands =nd feet unbound Behind them
stood a line of police puards and theic

lan~vers siood before them.”

Abdel-Salem confessed 1o the charges
and his colleagues contimued w0 deny
them. The public prosecutor then stated
the czoses for the charges. Two days lal-
er, the judge annouonced his ruling: the
defendamts would be tried before the
criminal court several days later.

What Al-Akram could not know was

that Milne Cheetham, acting high com-

missioner, had been I constant contact
with his superiors in London with regard

sassing’ tarpels. Al-Ahram reports that
dozens of delegations from all provinces
began to flock 1o Abdin Palace, even
thongh the khedive was not in Cairo at
the tme, o express their joy that the

. khedive was safe.

Three weeks after their amest, on2 of
the accused, Mohamed Abdel-Salam,
caved in to his in " tactics and
confessed to “collusion with criminal in-
teat.” Al-Ahram was quick 1o suspect
some form of coerciom. It remarked:
*“The suspect confessed just afier he had
met his wife and children in prison. He
maust have imagined that his confession
would exempt him from ponishment,

w the pamre of the mial. The subject had
provoked some copsiermation in the
House of Commons, where the members
had questioned Sir Edward Gray about
1he nature of the trial. Gray assured them
that the trial woald be conducted in ac-
cordance with the ordinary legal pro-
cedures. Clearly the popular outcry that
followed the ex i Dinshaway
trial was still fresh in the minds of the
British authorities.

Cheetham thus outlined the primary
fearres of the trial. The suspects would
be brought before the ordinary national
courts on the charge of conspiracy to
commjt assassinations, a crime which

the court that the charges againsi him
were concocted, that he never weat to
Alexandria and that be did not even
know Wwhere the prime minister’s res-
idence was located.

Mohamed Abdel-Salam void the count
that the police had tormred kim during
investigations and asked for closed ses-
sion fa order to display the wounds on
his stomach. “I only confessed becanse
the police commmandant deceived me
and becaunse I missed my poor wife.”

The prosecution and defence ar-
torneys then brought in their witnesses,

While the prosecution sooght 10 por-
tray the defendants as “young extremist
zealois™ whohadbeenundcrpnhcesm‘-
veillance. the primary sirategy of the
defence was to refme the charge of
criminal conspiracy. The judges then
rerurned to their chambers to determine
the verdic Their deliberations lasted
no more than a gquarter of an hour.
When they re-emerged, the presiding
magistrale pronounced his ruling. The
defendants were guilty and were sen-
tenced to 15 years imprisonment. Upon
bearing the sentences, Al-Akram re-
ports, “the defendants appﬁn'ed visibly
shakenaslhey surrendered their hands
1o the fetters.”

On 15 August, the British adviser o
the Ministry of Jastice compleled his
translation of the coont’s ruling into
English and submitted it 10 Cheetham
who in turo dispatched it to the Foreign
Office. More detailed than the version
that appeared in Al-Ahram, the verdict
eslzblished that the conspirators were
serions in their intent to commit the as-
sassipations they had ploned and that
the snspicious actions of the defendants
and the tesimony of the varions wit-
nesses sustained this judgment.

The verdict, however. would not pass
without some sign of public reaction.
On 19 August Al-Akram reported that
posters had been pasted vp on walls “in-
citing the Egyptian people to rise up
against the Egyptian and British gov-
ermments and promising the convicted
young men that they would soon be
avenged in a manner that would shake
the entire world.” Soch actions, the
newspaper wamed. were the “wimost
folly™ 2nd two days later it featured a
lengthy article in which it counselled
students to “refrain from such be-
baviour which only brings further harm
to the nation.™ It was sound advice, but
it went mheeded. A subsequent wave
of assassination attempts gave the oc-

in the fields of industry, agriculiure, housing and tourism. Tourism - S
in itseif covers the fon's share of invesiment revenue in Egypt. . . . gfitel

CEBIT Hannover — which
recently took place from 18-
25 March — is one of the
largest commercial fairs in
the world, with 7,250 ex-
hibftors  participating in
371,003 square melres of
exhibition space this year
CEBIT constantly offers a

mde-mngmgprogramrneof
presentations which help to
throw Eght-on the most re-
cent industial and iech-
nological trends' For . ex-
ample: -

- 1- Securily information cen-
vor

The secunty information
eentremadeapreseniatlon

mHaB23,th|syaarmﬂ1e
presence of 100,000 vis-
itors. The aim of the pres-
entation is to display the lat-
est developments In the
field of security information.
2- Network information cen-
tre: '

Deutcha Messe Aj this year
spongored the network in-
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What can

particularly as he claimed that he only
pretended to take part in the conspiracy

m order to tip off the police.”

Cnce they felt that they had gathered

sufficient evidence, the

brought. the case before the National
Court in order to determine the court of
competency. The hearing took place on

Boar Some.

satollites offer in the field of
business tefe-
technologies and applica-
tions can sateliites offer and
what deals are availabls In
the business and service
sectors?

Answers to all such ques-
tions were displayed in the
satellite’ presentation which
was presented for the ﬂrst
time at CEBIT "98.

4- Programmes centre for
small- and medlum-szad

comparies:
This was exhibited over
5,300 square metres of floor

Systems
Fair ’98
— secured
success

THE anticipated success
of the Systams Fair 1998
— 1o be held in the Mu-
nich Exhibiion Centre
from 19 - 23 October —

_is reflected largely in tha

huge number of ex-
hibitors req
bogths at the fajr, -
Systems Fair 98 will

space in Hall 4. it was one
of the largest CEBIT pras-
entations, with more than
300 companies displaying
over! 000 programmes in
the business sector.

5- Media sector:

Last year, the media group
achloved greai success and
hence became an integral
part of the CEBIT "98 pro-
gramme. it displayed a
group of presentations on
various fields of the media
in Hall 8, ovar a space of
940 square metres.

During the opening session

of the fair, Dr George
Shoumberg, manager of

CEBIT Hannover fairs, said G -
that CEBIT's participstion in Company 3 Company D
Al-Ahram's seventh exhibi- Equpt Arab Atrican | 4225] | Exirecied Ofis Ca. 75
tion for computer and in- Bank Alex Pharma Co. -5
formation technologies Reconst. & Engn. +6.1

(ACITEX) — to be held from Consuh. Co. . m“fe Egypt Flour 38
3-6 Febnsary 1999 — re- EPICO “

flects its great appreciation Egyptian Starch & G- [-3.5
of the Al-Ahram exhibition Tora Cement Co. +38 cose Go.

and the importance it sees
in attending annually.

The German Arab Chamber
of Commerce is the sponsor
of CEBIT fairs in Egypt.

Mohamed Youssef Habib

lheGermnnAmbChnmbernfCommem

specialise in exhibiting
the Iatest intemnational

technologies in the fields

of telecommunications,
computers and net-
works.

It is also worth men-

tioning _the fact that the

was purishable under Egyptian law by a
maximum ferm  of
prisonment. Moreover, the wial wounld
be public and the tribunal wonld be com-
prosecution  posed emtirely of Egyptian magistrates.
The wial began on 11 August. The de-
fendants persisied in their denial of the
charges against them. Imam Waked told

cupying power the perfect excuse to
years im- lighten its grip on the comnrry.

The author is a pro-
fessor of history and
head of ALAhram His-
lory Studies Cenire.

Economic cooperation

between Egypt and the G-15

WITHIN the framework of the preparatory meetings of the G-15—dua
in Cairo in May — the foreign trade sector, affiiated with the Minlstry of
Trade and Supply, has begun to prepare an ovarall concept for the best
way of prornoting cooperation between members of the group. This In-
voives sirengthening unity between Egypt and group members, as well
asiﬂingobsladsbmeraim

The mechanism to be suggested by the ministry during the meetings
will be to estabiish joint commitiees of businessmen in Egypl and cther
member countries, in addition to the estabishmant of joint financial in-
sfitutisns to cover commencial and non-commercial risks.

National Bank of Egypt

A weckly update on tha NBE Saecurilies Market Indax
from 19 - 26 March 1998

The NBE Index has ncreased by 3.24 poinis to reglsiar
349.85 points for the week ending 26/3/B8 against 348.71
points lor the weak ending 18/2/88.
4 largest increases and decreases:

e

Cairo:

@ Arab Land Bank @

Deposits - Credit - Investment

Al-Arish:

22 AbdalkKhalek Tharwat St 23 July St
Heliopolis: Aswan:
114 Al-Mirghani St. Abtal Al-Tahrir SL
Alexandria: Monsoura:
25 Abdei-Sallam Aref Gomhouriya St.
Ismailia: Zagazrig:
Orabi Square 91 Saad Zagloul St.
Mohandessin: Tanta:
i Opening soon 75 Al-Geish SL

Systems Fair success- .
6th of Ocotber City: Shorouqg:

fully cooperates with the Under construction.

Al-Ahram Exhibition for
Computer  and in-
formation  Technology
(ACITEX), each fair usu-
ally participating in the
ather's.

Under construction j

J

Headquarters: 78 Gameat Al-Dawal

Al-Arabiya St., Mohandessin
Increased services - Easy fo @

work with - Save lime and money
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The Sphinx
and the
equinox

THE SPHINX was not sculpted haphazardly from a
piece of existing rock 23 some cluim. Observance of a

nutural phenomenon suggests a salar connection.
Nevine Ei-Aref repons

For the first time. the Supreme Council of Antiquities
1SCAY has celebrated an equinox over the Sphinx. a
phenomenon thar oceurs twice a vear: 21 March and

21 Seprember. each lasting for half an hour.

Last Saturday, at around Spm. when the sun started
to sink in the wesL iis face visible directly berwesn
the pyramids of Khafre and Khuf. its ravs were first
cast on the [eft <shoulder of the Sphinx. then. as the
sun sank further, the rays emerged from behind the
Pyramid of Khafre to cast light on its right shoulder.

“Thix suppvns the theory that the Sphinx was

sculpred in this particuliar area for religious purposes

and that the choice of site was not haphazard as

sugeested by some.” said Zahi Hawass, divector of

the Giza Plaleau. Hawass alsa believes that the
Sphinx bears 3 special relationship to the three
Pyramids.

Hawass said that this is 2 “rormal aswonomical
event that was ohien=d by the Ancient Egyvptians

who were advanced in ustrology. worshipped the sun

and had a knack for positioning seme of their
monumients in such a way that thes captured the

suit’s ravs dunng the egquinex. which oecuns twice a

sear in Abu Simbel. and mwice annually in Giza.”

photo: Moharmed E1-Qi’i

Khufu takes a well-earned rest

The Great Pyramid will be closed to visitors for eight months from 1 April. But that is only one side of the story, as Nevine Et-Aref reports

The big guy is taking x much-deserved rest. The
Great Pyramid of Knufu will be ¢losed tor res-
toration lor eight months s of 1 April. while the
recently restored “third™ Pyramid of Menkaure
has been reopened.

It ix being ciosed for a perind of recuperatian
from an v erdnse af visinors.” sald Zahi Hawass.
director of the plateau.

The number of visitors inside the burial cham-
ber since the monumem opened fs doors last
vear following an earlier restoration. “induced
salt efflorescence on the walls. Each person pro-
doces 20 grams of water which creates salt en-
crustation.” Hawass explained. Duriag the high
season (before the Luxor massacre last No-
vember halted the wouris flowr about 4044 peo-
ple visited the monument during the peak winter
REa30N.

the rest of "

Huwuss, who knows the Giza Plawau like the
back of his hand. telieves that Khulu departed
fram the earlier royal wadition of buriul beneath
the pyvrumid. to o burial chamber sittated within
the superstructure. “because fie instigated 3 re-
ligious revolution in his time, cliiming that he
wax the son of Re. the sun-god. during his own
litetime and nat only afler his death.” Hawass
suggests that Khufu started to build his burial
chamber beneath the pyrumid. like his pre-
decessors. but that in the filth year of hiz reign
he lzft the subterrancan chamber unlinished and
constructed another room. the ~a-called Queen’s
Chamber.

“For architectural reasons. Khufu left dhis
toom unfinished 2nd built a third room inside the
prramid where he was

was drawn up for Giza several years ago, The
first twu stages of the four-stage plan have ai-
ready been completed.

The first phase of this long-term project was
concerned with aveess 1o the site and the move-
ment of visitors and vehicles, A one-way road
system has already been established and a separ-
ale entranee fee for vehicles inroduced to reyu-
late movement and reduce traffic.

A new enirance gate and car park has been
built near Mena House Hotel and an admission
fee is nuw charged to @l visitors. repardless of
whether they g0 irside the monuments or simply
tour the area.” Hawass said.

The sevond phase aims 1o make the history of
the monuments more comprehensible w visitors,
Some modern buildings have alreadv been re-

moved and new sites opened in order o encour-
age visitors 10 stay longer on the plateau and
spread themselves more thinly. in the hope that
the more vulnerable areas would be less crowd-
ed. The roud huilt across the ruins of Khufu's
mortuary temple in 1949 was removed. the basal
pavement of the 1emple cleared. and a boat pit on
the northeast ~ide of the pyramid re-excavated.

Phase three. prepared in cooperation with
LINESCO. largely converns improvement in vis-
itor management and facilities: the establishment
of a ring road around the platesu. lwo educa-
tional cemres (v provide archaeological in-
formation and tourist facilities as well as the re-
locawon of the honse and camel stables to an area
south of the plateau along with a picnic and rec-
reatfon area.

As part of the tinal stage. the granite casing on

Site tours -
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Curo-Port Sand ]
Services every balf hour fmm fum 10 2. e e
Vem Ipm. and 4500, fom Almacs, S Rar.x
Sureer, Tichets LEIS cach way

Adpy . Pt 84§
Servioe f.45am, from Ramlch Square in A'ezasdma
Departs Port Said 3.3tprs. Tickets LECZ e w3y

ML x P i
S=niices bam and 2pm, from Tahr, don Goa oot .
Alrmaza Depans Hurghada novs amd Sp= Tiaz» LREG
unut Fpm. LE3S thercafier, brth each =2

Service Spm. from Ramleh Squre Aievacina Demets
Hurghada = 3pm. Tickets LESD each wa

Cn=Sh i=
Senvice 11pm. from Tabrir. then Aimars Depurts Sharm
El-Sheikh 11pm. Tickets LES) each way.

Trains

L

Traims run to Alevandria Port Said, Luxor amd Aswaz,
[rom Ramsis Station. Tei. 137 or ST3-3535

Carg Lusor-dsean

~French ™ defusc auns with sicepers

Service, 1o Lunor uod Aswan 7.20pm and 4y imeastung
Luver A.4km and Sam. Aswan 8.430am and itam
Tichews 10 Luser LE2 for forergners end LEITS tor
Egvptians. 10 Aswan LES for foregmen. LEjSI for
Ezspiian-.

“Spanish” delute mains =itk ]

Services bu Luxor 3nd Aswan 6.45pm. 8.45pm and
9.35pm. Tickets to Luxor: firs class LESI: secomd class
LE31. Tichets to Aswan: first class LEG. second Sixa
LES7.

CaymeAleraminza

“Tortnar” D

VIP tzin: Senv e Bam Trckets first class LESD with 4 mex,
LE23 without 4 meal.

Standard truns; Servees 9am, 1 lam, ooon, Spm and “pm
Tickers find class LEX?: second elass LEI7.

“French” runs

Senrees howurdy from Gam @ 10.30pm, Tickess fing cixic
LEX, vecond ciass LEIL

Caipo-Port Saiy
Services 6,.20am and 8.352m. Tickets fiest claes L F45:
second clas. LE2G.

the lower courses of Menkaure’s pyramid will be .
repiaced. ~This is the only pyramid at Giza en- EgyptAir
cased with granite around its lower courses. Af- — - .
ter the fall of the Old Kingdom. the casing siones mm b:mi;-?:&: %ﬁimﬂ’
fell down and were never replaced — not until Hihon 773410,
now. that is.” Hawass said.

It is no easy task. The fallen blacks found Cuirp-Aswan ]
around three sides of the pyramid have already Tickets LE3S! for Egyptians, 5177 plus LES for
been documented. “This is very important be- forcigners, both round trip.
cause it provides ¢lues as to the original location Cairo-Lusar
of every Fallen block,” said Hawass. Excavations Tickets LEI9% for Egvptisns. S128 plus LES for
will then be carried out to search for more foreigness. both round-trip.
biocks. “ond. hopefully, something about Menk-
aure’s funerary equipment.” Finally. a photo-
grammetric map of the pyramid will be made.
*This will pravide us with detailed information
about the pyramid surface.” Hawass said, “Tt will Caiiro-Sharm E&-Sheikh
be made before removing the fallen blocks, Tickers LE232 for Egyptians. $72 plus LES for

The last closing of Khutu's Pyramid was six  actually  buried.” he
years ago when Sem of encrusted salt was re-  sard.
moved from the walls of the Grand Gallery. The devision w close
This time. restomtion will include filling in the  Great  Pyrumid
cracks that have appzared in the walls, plus re-  comes as pan of the
moving saft particles and gruffit lefi by some of  plateau’s general man- jaa
' the vistwors. New lighting and vepiilation svs-  agement plan to close
tems will be insialled by a French mission. the and restore the world-
granite blocks that lead 10 the burial chamber famous menuments in -2
will be restored. the stairway to the King's rotation. “Each veay.
Chamber will be modified. and the lower cham-  one pyramid  will be ;
ber that lies 100 metres bepeath the pyramid will  closed  for  restoration
be restored. Haw ass said. and another will be
“Onee this work s completed. the sublerranean opened.” said Hawass.
chamber. and the one eroneously dubbed The “Next month  Khufu
Queen’'s Chamber in the superstructure. will be  will be closed. but the
opened 10 Visitons for the first time,” said Haw-  Pyramid of Menkaure.
ass. A siudy will be carried out during restora- s already open.”

Caifo-Hurghada
Tickets LE229 for Egyptians, $69 pius LES for
toreigners., both roand-trip.

ten o ascenain the reason why there is an ac- Hawass had much w0 which may be covering vital and long-sought ev- foreigners, both round-trip.
cumulation of humidity on the walls of the first say about progress on idence of building ramps and construction meth- : Compiled by
ads. Rehab Saad

und second parts of the Grand Galiery but notor  the master plan which

- - Rural tourism is a new concept in travel
a I n g a rl p a c worldwide. In Egypt, the idea is still in
its infancy. but is nevertheless being Sl ey
t t » ,- I I = f explored by a number of investors. EGvr TR
Rehab Saad looks into its potential T .
I l elephone Numbers of Cairo Offices
o Al §
Tourism trends are changing. In the past mavellers  ulso for jts rural surroundings.” said Kamal Abul-  soura city. which is famous for historically im- ¥
were inevitably atracted to ancient history and Kheir. board chairman of Kimidaur Travel and ponant buildings — like the house of Ton Lu«l:;man. 24502.7 0-2450260
travelled to places where they could view the re-  sponsor of a recent conference on rural tourism in  where Louis IX was interred during the crusades. It Departure and arrival only (24 Hours daily)
mains of past civilisations. Then came the phase of Hurghada. “Tourism is successful there because it is also 3 Xilomewres from Mehafla El-Kobra, .
recreational tourism. with beaches and water sportis  combines two important <lemems.” be said. “an-  which is famous for its textiles and cotton indusiry. Airport
as the anraction. Next was the concept of “theme cient sites and a rural atmosphere.”  Abul-Kheir The peaple of Lomuna are enthusiastic about de- 2441460-2452244
tourism” in which a raveller may choose a country  stressed that the keys to success are a sound infra-  veloping their village. Tuming it into a tourist des-
for a shopping spree. an cxhibition. or w attend 2 structure and an awareness among the people of  tination would benefit them financially and social- Movenpick {(Kamak)
conference. the impostance of tourism in their Lives. lv. About 1500 villagers have volunteered 1o take 2911830-41 83720
Now, a new concept has emerged: rral tourism Some picneering investors. intent on having a  pan in the project.
where visitors can immerse themselves in the lives  slice of the pie in developing villages for tourism. “Some villagers have proposed building a second Heliopolis
of villagers. wath them ar their daily cbores, feed- are already looking into their infrasiruciures. In - floor 10 their bouses 10 be renied 10 foreigpers.
ing the animals, cooking. and doing crafts. Tt is Gharbiyya Govemorate, the village of Lomana was  Others have suggesied building small cafeterias 2908453-2904528
surprising how many visitors are arracted to an in-  chosen as having all the necessary prerequisites to and motels of 10 rooms.” said Abui-Kheir. =
sight into contemporary village life. and have al- st such an activity. It is 35 kilometres from Fayoum is also targeted for rural development Abbassia
ready travelled 10 some European countries. plus  Queissna airport and 11 kilometres from Man- A project will be established northeast of Lake Qa- 830888-2823271
Tunisia and other Arab countries in search - o o - : : : run where a motel,
of Eil. . lookins into thi dea ; : =% B 4 & v Cnll'tli' h:“d country club Nasr City
t is now looking into this new idea. ¢ - wi built. Anothe -
a.ndgysgmc investors are so encouraged by = possibility is the area: 2741871-2746499
the potential that tll:cy have already st.-i:rted of Bain El-Bagura -
work. They've chosen some areas (Fay- S near Wadi  Rayan
oum. Gharbiyya province in the Delta. Lux- where investors aqll 5750600-5750868
or. Saggara and other placest to carry out § depend on the desent -
feasibility studies. These plans aim af im- 2 environment and wa- =
proving the infrastructure white maintaining wrfalls as added a- 2741953-2746336
a genuine village aura. making them more tractions,
accessible. and building simple clubs amd According to Adel Shubra
moteis. o El-Guindy of the 203907,
Sonm.Egyrrpugn villages actually started 1 ! Tourist Development 2/4-2039071
Rates per person per night welcomung [Orelgn visiiors many yCars ago. Authority  (TDA), « ini of i
Braakiast inciaded They recognised their interest and invited - study is’ being carried D Aff
Cruises Full Board them to stay in lltlhe:rlha:)u\stﬂi_lf;lnr I.l':llc weekRor - oul o decide which 5749714
) two and share their lives wit m. Re- & £ villuges could be de- =
B‘-:lo :hzoﬁ his actions were extremely positive. Two ex- ¥ veloped, :because they Adii
offer . Y :’I'm:; i amples of this are the Nubian village on El- I are within reach of an 3900099-3902444
week or‘m cphantine [sland in Aswan. and Guma . ancient site. a mu-
25% fiscount village on the west bank of the Nile at Lux- seum, or whatever.” A . Qm
or. . commitlee  was. re- 914501-39008
.r"‘“ rmd&bemw‘g‘ In both areas. villagers are used (o for- eently formed of rep- 01-3900899
ityoutey youregs | ciguers Al e Wilages ar i v of Cao Talaat Harb
¥ in historical and archaeological zones. It is - - University and the Ad- 3930381 Z
For_:csetHuat;ﬂcn:i therefore easy to invite curious visitors to ministrative  Develop. -3932236 2
misa Hotel Cairo come and sample their traditional food. and - ment  Authority and Hi 1
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335 men and women representing 46 countrics .

participated in the first opening Shooting ‘World
E:g apﬁgygx. Ther_?hswcr: three events; double
and skeeg. cup is a qualifying com-
petition for the 2000 Olympics in Sydney. Each
country was represepied by a team of three
players, plos two individuals in the Miniomm
Qualifying Score {MQS) section. The individual
MQS entrants are looking to score 112 out of 125
in the trap event, 118 out of 150 in the double
nn?lsapwgdl;goutofl."jinﬂmshu.
shooting at pigeons senl to fly aim-
lessly and unluckily to a crvel death, ﬂle'; now
mkemmatcla;:blnckmrgetsagainstahack-
ground of brownish desert. All three events were
held at the Armed Forces Shooting Club with a
spectacular view of the Pyramids.
“I’s not the first time has- hosted the

. World Cup,™ said Major General Mounir Thaber,

member of the International Olympic Commirtee
(I0C), president of the Egyptian Nationa! Olym-
pic Committes (NOC) and technical manager of
the Egyptian Shooting Federation. “We organ-
ised World Cups in 1991, "92, *93 and "94, as
well as this year” What makes a good marks-
man: “Good eyesight, cool nerves, quick reflexes
and a bit of physical fimess.” Upion Inter-
nationale de Tir (UF1.T) technical delegate, 78-
year-old Fredrick Stanislav of Poland, praised the
organiser. “We chose Egypt to host an important
competition like this because the staif of the fed-
eration are specialists.” The person who takes the
first placs in each event has a quota place to rep-
resent his country at the Olympics. Co-

beach’

ALONG with the squash grand prix, .
Al-Ahram also organised its annual
international tac kwon do
championship. For two days, players
from six comntries participated in.a-
setting as fascinating as that of the
was a special venue, a theatre, bailt in
the old Roman style, at Hurghada’s
coral beach.. Mexico, Frapce, Spain,
Turkey, Korea and Egypt took part
Each counify was represented by two
teams, A and B. T

The. competition, drawing some of
the world’s 1op i

Presidemt of the Egypdan. Tae
Kwon Do Federation, Mustafa Bakir,
sald that it was the first ume a tae
kwon do tournament was played
outdoors. “Usually, the game- is
played indoors. But Al-Ahram
changed that, and orgenised
everything perfectly,” said Bakir. “At
the beginning, when we broached the
jdea, officials of the international
federation’ were worried. But when
they came anll saw for themselves,
they were amazed,” he added. . -

Mexico 14snauﬂ:ed- first "plmeﬁ
collecting points from two gol
medals. Egypt’s A team ook second
place with three silver 'and a bionze,
Turkey came jo third with a gold
Keorea also won-a gold. but Turkey
excelled on weight diffexence. Spain
was fifth with one silver and two

B byonze

E; ‘s B team won one to
ﬁmgplstxth France came last with
zero medals. Seven points were-
awarded for the gold medal, three for
the silver and ane for the bronze. f'.

The players competed in four .
weight pcatycegoﬁes: under-58 kilos,
under-68 kilos, mmder-80 kilos and
over-80 kilos. The categories will .be
applied in the 2000 Olympic Games
in Sydney, Austrabia, the first time
that tac” kwon do will enter the
Olympics. In pest Olympics, it was
an exbibition sport. = B

This year's tournament was played

Seventy-two 1eam members plus 50 MOS com-
petitors 1ook part jn the trap evemt They siood
above a trap rolating throush 5 stations with 3
machines below throwing 125 . all at dif-
ferent speeds, angles and altitudes. Entrants have
.10 shoot 75 clay targers on the first day and 50 on
the second. The time allocated is half an hour,
-They have to concentrate niore than 100 per cent,
since they can't Imow the direction of the target
in advance. ;

The first six go forawrd to a 25-target final
round. Imlian Maco Ventwrini won the in-
dividual trap event, shooling a total of 144 tar-
gets. The halian team, made up of Venturini and
his colleagmes Daniele Cioni and Sandro Ma-
cabhi, took first place with 355 points out of 375.
Egypt came ninth with 316 poims. Sherif Saleh
came 16th with 316, Adham Medhat 37h with
106, 2nd Hamdi Essam 63rd with 97. Hussein El-
Deeb ok 80, and Tarek Sabet ook 59 in the
MQS competition.

Twenty-nin¢ entrants took part in the women's
trap event. They shot 75 targets in the first mend,
with another 25 for the six finalists. Roberta Pe-
losi from haly came first with a new world
record of 89 out of 100. The threz Egyptian par-
ticipants, Rawiz Badr El-Din, Mona Hawari and
Dma Shabaan came last. But ar least fraly didn’t
come first in the 12am evem as their men’s team
did. Thar bonour fell to Russia, represenied by
kina Latricheva, Elena Rabain and Maria Val-
kova, who 1ok 191 points aliogether, pushing

the Jtalians back into fourth place.
In the double trap event, there were 56 weam
" R kil ’-:ﬂ:rm* a g T

277 With the deadly silence of the
o Pyramidsinthe background
ST and the Yundef of gunfire still
-7 7+ ‘ringing jn her ears, Nashwa
7 2 AbdélTawab sat down to
S o - desciibe this year's Shooting
ap World Cup before the Mafia -
vtk .cotld catch-up with her

i

guns and 10 MQS individuals taking port. Only
the three central machines in the wap are used.
Each gun bas 1o shoot 50 wargets from each ma-
chine, thrown at differenl specds. angles and al-
trudes. The six (inalists then face a further round
of 50 taroets. The Australian Michael Diamond
came Arst, with 176 out of 200 targels, and the
Australian tearn — Michae] Diamond, Brett Hall
and Adam Vella — won the seam event with 395
out of 450. For Egype. Ayman Mazhar came
32ad with 118 points. Hossam Fouad came 39ih
with 113, Mohamed Meligud came 45th with
109, and the team was thus placed 12th. Mo-
hamed Shazli 100k 123 and Gaber Hafiza 116 in
the MQS event. .

The women's double trap cvent was dominated
by China. They shoot 100 wurgets, with an evira
25 rargets for the first six finalists. Hengping
Ding topped the event with 106 points. Teamed
with Yunzia Wu and Yingzi Liu. he belped Chi-
na to find place. with a 1o1al of 287 out of 375,
Egypt did nou paniicipate.

More fans turmed ow for the skeel. shooting™s
masi popular event. 75 targets on the firsi dav
and 50 on the second day are thrown from a bigh
and a low 1ower. followed by apother final round
of 25 flashing tarsets for the first six finalisic. Ny
is both the sasiest and the most interesting eveni,
since the direction of the tarpet is known. There
are only three possibilities: 2 target from the high
tower. one from the low tower. and one from
each tower at the same time. The marksman ro-
tates through eight curved stations from the high
tower Lo the low, ending in the middle. If you

Henrick from Gmr, silver medalist in the skeet e\ent

phevo: Emad Nassn

cancentratz Barg, 'y guite momaibiz i shont ali
the targets, = ithour exception, <o contests wnd to
be chme fuught. Gae huadreé ard three puns
: teet o ent. Andrea Benel-
L come {irst with 2 jula) of
112 1n lasr sear's World
Championship in Peru. znd woay third m the last
Olvrpics. The ltdicn tzam — Beneli. Ennio
Falco and Sergio Forlano — come firsi with 564
ogt of 375 Unitrmuncwely teice-World Cham-
pion Abdailzn El-Raskidi from et 100k onty
118 out of :25, failinz ' make the [inal round.
“It is my first compeation dhiv scason,” said Ra-
shidi., "and 1 alwas siam slowly. hecause the
weather a; s tme of »ear js unatable and very
discouraging. But wkh God's keip 1 end victori-
ously. with mv recend |25 out of 1235 in the main
shoating,” He was non Mrastruied by his Joss sinee
bz is conlident of his siiitics and hnows that bet-
ter resiits are oo cnme. Khalad Thubet und Mo-
hamzd Khorshid came egual ninth on 179 poims
ahead of E-Fushich, ane Montefa Hanmdi came
loih.

In the somen’s irdividual sheet ovent 19
wnmen puucipaisd, -hoosons wnly 75 largels
plus 25 for the six Inelisis. Shan Zhan from Chi-
na came it Wit 95 points. Eqvpl. again, were
AN represenied.

Is it @ coincidence thar the best marksmen
come from th the Mufia. where “shoot-
ing is a popu! opal spont with imponam
compelitions exens wewrk.” us Benelli said? The
Sutes, Awstrediz, China and Jupon are aso strong
contenders.

lew squash

Aushaﬁé;s world number 2 Michells Martln .ended a year-iong run of defeats against compatriot and world champion Sarar! Fitz-
Gerald to win the grand prix finals in sqy_ash.- Inas Mazhar repoits from the Egypfian resort town of Hurghada, site of the victory

Before moee than 500 spectators who filled the -

standsot'asquasheomonanis]mdin_l-l_m-
gheda, Michelle Martin defeated her 29-year-old
opponen, Sarah Fiz-Gévald, to claim the world

grand prix title on Friday. Fiz-Gerald, the Mel- -

bourne-based world champion, had ‘held a 71
head-to-head sdvantage over Martin sicce losing
theBﬁﬁshOpenﬁnaltohermApﬁllastyear.
ning 8 H9—5 39and9-3

ning 93, 9-5, 39 and 9-3. .- - .
Forghar wiming effort. Martin, a Sydoey-based
30-year-ald, collected $7.700, while Fitz-Gerald
fird place went to England’s Ste Wright when
her opponent, Anstralia’s Liz Frving, the namber

laced fifth, sixth gm;mth.al'lﬂ ¢i 'ghﬂ:"  éach won

2,800 In all, the fommament dished out S{I-IHBO _

in prize mon¢y. '
In the past 12 months, Fitz-Gerald has won six of

the designaled eight world grapd prix- tourna-

Martin proved 100 much, win--

ments. Martin wen the remaining rwo.
Fie—Gereld also won the Australian Open for the
first ime when she beat Martin in the final.
Following the game, Martin thanked Al-Ahram
for hostiog the event and organising it in what
she called *a wonderful place™ that she, together
with the rest of the players, enjoyed.

““This is a good psychological result as well as a
small piece of history, winning the first grand
prix finals. Just breakimg the sequence against Sa-

- rah may prove the most imporiant thing,” said
Martin

She added that she was a bit worried about play-
ing in such exotic conditions; given that the more
staid British Open sierts in Birmingham next
wesk. - '

Bt Andrew Sheiley, e director of the Wom-

* en's Intemotional Squash Professional Associa-

tion, WISPA, had no such concemns. He was full

" of snperiaives for the venue. “Fanuwstic, sénsa-

tionai and amazing.” Shelley said. “Everything

" was perfect in’ Hurghada for the good of the

game and - for .the sake of is promotion. All

sguash courts are similar in the way they look in-

side, but what matters to the players was the out-
side, which was great. The place will definhely
raise Egypt’s standing in the world of squash.”
Shelley praised the prize monev Al-Ahram of-
fered which, he added, atmacted 10p players.
Coliin McQuillan, squash comespondem for the
Bntish daily The 7imes, said that it was ex-
hnordinaryrusgeaglasscuuncr:ctedonanis-
land and stands built around i, describing it as a
landmark. “The os that came out of it were
excellent, and I am sure they will help anract the
game's enthusiasis here 10 spend a week in the
snn and enjoy walching nixt year's finals if they
al't;dfo take place here in Rurghada.™ McQuillan
sai .

Only the world's top eight female players were
allowed 10 compete in Hurghada, which signals
the climax of the squash season. They are se-
lected on the basis of their performance in other

- competitions doring the year.

The organisation of the Hurghada event plus the
Pyramids spectacular of last year helped re-
inforce -Al-Ahram’s worldwide reputation as a
promeder of sguash,

Sweet revenge

IN A polished performance, Ahli's women's
volleyball team captured the [ 3th African clubs
championship, defeating arch-rivals Bousta of
Kenya 3-0. Ahli won the maich and the title in
front of a huge tumout of fans at Ahli's indoor
hall. With the viclory. Ahli avenged last vear's
defeat 1o another Kenvan wam, the Pipe Lines.
Ahli's Tahani Towson, the continent’s top
plaver for the past several vears, was selected
best player ol 1he Wumamen.

Surprise, surprise

LOWLY Aswan pulled off one of the season’s
bizsest upsets, beating football leazue leaders
Ahli 2-0 in Cairo. The loss. coupled with
Zamalek's 2-0 victory aver Suez. brought
Zamajek 10 within six points of Ahli in the
19th week of the national league event. A
thundeTous shot from Avman Abdel-Aleem
and a breakaway by Ahmd Raslan sealed
Abli's faie und gave relegation-threatened
Aswan some breathing space. Moussa Touri.
the newly-acquired Burkina Faso forward, paid
quick dividends for Zamalek. scoring in the
opening minute. The second goal was scored
by Mohamed Kiamouna in the 43rd minute of
the sevond half, Other resuls saw Inihad beat
Minya 2-1, Qena edge Shams |1-0. Mansoura
defeat {smaili 1-0 and Injhad Othman beat
Mechalla 1-0.

Military clout

EGYPT'S military football team lost to
Moroceo -2 in Caira in African qualifiers for
the Milizary World Cup. Morezco®s two goals
were scored by Mohamed Fadl in the 1.4th and
19th minutes, while Egypt’s s le goal was
scored by Abdel-Hamid Bassiouni in the sixth
minute of the second half. The second and
deciding mame is 1o be plarved in Marocco in
twa weeks.

Battle for No. 1

NOW that omgoing FIFA President Joao
Havelange is stepping down. the balle for who
will be the next head of world foothall is about
1o explode with the announcement that FIFA
general-secretary Sepp Blatter will run against
UEFA President Lennart Johansson. Blatter
will bold a press conference with World Cup
co-organiser Michel Platini during which he is
expecied 1o announce his candidacy officially
For FIFA's presidency.

Jumping ahead

EGYPT'S national foothall 1cam leapt 10 2151
place in the world rankings. progressing six
places thanks to their viciory in the African
Nations Cup in Burkina Faso last month. Egypt
now ranks second among Arab teams, after
Morocco, with Tunisia placing third, Saudi
Arabia fourth and the United Arab Emirates
fifth. Brazil is ranked 1op of the list, followed
by Germany, the Czech Republic, Mexico,
England, Holland and Argentina. Italy is in
131h place, while France retreated to I4th.

World Cup
countdown

WTTH ONLY three months ta go before the
biggest event in this year's sporting calendar
kicks off in France, the Weekly brings yon all
the thrills and spills of the action-packed
run-in: hot news on the hotiest teams.

up in our unforgettable trademark prose!

f England star Paul Gascoigne faces new
turmoil over an injury which could rule him
out of the World Cup. The 31-year-old
mid-fielder reportedly went into hospital with
stomach pains and. fearing (he problem to be a
hernia, knows that surgery would rule him out
of a trip to France in the summer. Gascoigne
has only piayed one full game since November
for Glasgow Rangers because of a persistent
ankle injury. He was just returning to full
training when the stomach pains flared up.

O With just three months to go, South Africa’s
new coach, Frenchman Phillipe Trousster, took
over the running of the team last week
Troussier knows he is in a race against time, *I
know we don't have much time to prepare for
the World Cup.™ be said. “I don’t have time to
teach. that's why I'm looking for operational
players who are ready now.” Troussier
promised “new faces and old faces™ would be
in the line-up for France. He said he was “very
impressed by tbe potential™ of Benny
MeCarthy of Ajax Amsterdam, whose goals
led South Africa into the African Cup finals
against Egypt in February, where they lost 2-0.
South Africa will face France, Denmark and
Saudi Arabia in their first round pool.

O Roben Prosinecki, former star of Real
Madrid and Barcelona, is staying with Croata
Zagreb, the club where he launched his
illustrious career. “I have decided 10 stay.” the
2%.year-old Prosinecki told the daily Sportska
Novosti. 1 feel great in Zagreb and the club
management have convinced me that they want
Lo build a swong club. They've offered me a
four-year coptract on very good terms, so I'll
probably finish my career here.” Prosinecki,
who was in Yogoslavia's 1990 World Cup
team, is expected to be one of Croatia’s most
influental players in France. Croatiz is in
Group H along with fellow rookies Japan and
Jamaica and two-time champion Argentina.

H Three months away from kick-off, the two
most powerful men in soccer still appear 1o be
feuding. Lennart Johansson, president of
UEFA, has renewed his criticisms of FIFA
President Joao Havelange, the man be hopes to
replace later this vear. In an interview
published Sunday in the German magazine Der
Spiegel, Johansson accused Havelange of
unacceptable behaviour and said he would
push for an independent accountant to exarmine
FIFA's business practices under the
81-year-old Brazilian lawyer. The row erupted
in mid-march when Johansson's allies at the
FIFA exccutive commitice meeting demanded
that Secretary-General Sepp Blater resign his
post if he planned 1o be a candidate for the
presidency. Havelange, who plans to retire this
summer afier 24 years in control, rejected the
demand and ended the meeting before a vote
could be taken.
Compiled from wires
by Dalia El-Hennawy
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Chant Avedissian:

Go East,
young man

_Costume drama, boxes and a penchant
for the East. But never, never exotic

Asked to describe what ke does. Chant Av-
edissian becomes coy. Once upon a time be 100k
photographs. “but the minule vou say you are a
photographer vou run the risk of going mad.™ For
a decade he worked with Hassan Fathi, com-
piling his archives. filing. cataloguing, imposing
order on mountains of paper. on drawings. plans
and theoretical texts. And this “was possible only
because [ am not an architeer.” He tmavelled the
length and breadth of Egypt. photographing Fa-
thi’s extant buildings for a book published by the
Aga Khan Foundation. In 1990 he showed a col-
lection of clothes at the Instinat du Monde Arabe,
reworkings of waditional costumes. the patierns
meticulously miniaturised and. of course. filed.
alongside samples of the cloth used. Io 1995 his
textile hangings were shown at the Barbican Cen-
we. London: later. stencils were exhibited at
Leighton House. London and the Britsh Couneil.
Cairo. Last yeur he was commissioned by British
Airways (0 produce a design for the fin of an
aeroplane: Angd since 1991 be has been engaged
in an on-going seres of imuges, monotvpes creat-
ed from stencils. reworkings of photographic
sources. of pictures that first appeared in mag-
azines and newspapers published in Cairo in the
late "40s and "50s. (It 5 these latter that provide
the most valid clues o current preoccupations. )
He siudied painting m the Monmeal School of Ant
and Dlesign and applied arts at the Ecole Nation-
ale Supéricure des Ans Deécoratifs in Pasis. Cur-
rently. be works out of one room, divided imo
two levels, in an apartment shared with his sister.

Chant Avedissian is irreverent. seriously if se-
lectvely so. Certain things are simply fair game,
the French for instance.

“Countries celebrate what they are not. cel-
ebraie the andthesis of whai they are. The French
BO on screaming about libentd, egalhié, fraternis.
bur could any people anywhere contrive a greater
xenophobia. be more racist™

“Indta is roo colourful.™

“To sit on a chair is pompous.™

The one-liners come thick and fast and it is per-
fectly reasonable to wonder whether they are jn-
tended 10 be taken seriously. They are, up W a
point.

You cun just see u little peep of the Passuge in
the Looking-Glass Housc, if you leave the door
of our drawing room wide open: and It is very
like our passuge us fur us you cun see, only you
know it max be quite different bevond...

Lewis Carroll, Througl: the Looking-Glass

=In China u iy profoundiy unimpertant to know _

about Picasso and Braque painting in L Estague
fn 1907, They simpiv don’t care, about the ar
igins of cubism. about any of these -isms. They
are. after afl. just rectangular things to hang on
the walls and the Chinese don't hang rectangular
things on the wall. They roll things up and put
them in boxes.™

Chant Avedissian has been conducting an affair
with the Far East. He has travelled in China and
Mongolia. He knows the back streeis of Ulan-
baatar and the price of Genghis Khan vodka. His
exercises in Chinese colligraphy fill several
books. In {995 he was the only Egyptian (o take
part in the Korean Biennale.

“We must go East,” he announces. “Why visit
Paris. London, New York when the West is here,
in Cairo. Cairo can be more West than the West:
it can be a parody of New York. more exagger-
atedly French than the French. The Middl: East,
Europe, they are reflections of one another. But
in China they do not care what lies 1o the West
Mentior Egypt and .they might have heard about
the Pyramids but nothing else. This gives space.
In Egypt I am Anuenian. in Europe I am Egyp-
tian, but in China these definitions mean noth-

ing.” .
- Yet if the Middle East is merely an extension

of Europe. or vice-versa, Epypt retains a firm
hold on his affections. It is just that there are dif-
feulties. In one published interview he tells his
interviewer, quite baldly. that his work is too
Egyptian to be noticed here.

And again, there is a point. He adores Hassan
Fathi, has only the fondest of memories.

“Fathi was, in.some ways, very like Matisse.
As an old man, Matisse would receive visitors
who sought him out. and the first question he
would ask was what did you think of the flowers.
And of course, these people would be 56 nervous

" three, four decades ago."

about coming to see the
greal man, the =x-
emplary modernist, that
they failed to notice the
flowers in the garden,
cold npot  describe
them, and then Matisse,
a lide disingenuously,
would dismiss them.
While Fathi was always
polite, visiting him
could become an ordeal. !
Experts on Islamic ar- -
chitecture would come
from Geneva. And then
they had to cross Mo-
hamed Ali Street, and
find his house, and
climb the stairs. and for
these Geneva based ex-
perts it was often their .-
first real experience of
Islamic architecture.
Visiting Fathi con-
stinned 2 linde course in
islamic architecture all
by teself."

Avedissian's  photc-
graphic work with Fa- .
thi, however, seems 10 "7 -
eschew this fived ex-
perience. His - archi-
tectural photographs are
essays in reduction. A
horizontal band of light
picks out the stones in
the courtyard of Sultan .
Hassan, the custodian of
Al-Muayad is caughtin . .° ¢
ot X
i t pours throug
the door. These are geo- |-
metric abstractions, and
it 5 on the nom
negotiability of these @ -
perfectly balanced equa- .-
tons that he focuses. :

In many ways his ;
work has been an ex-
tlended experiment I
paring down, an ex-
ercise in reduction

“There is no room for
paintings in an Arab
housz and so I started to
produce lextile bhang- %%
ings. There is, really, no &
room for chairs in an
Arab house.” Not sur-
prsingly.  Avedissian
has experimented with ?
making chairs, wooden
boxes, the size of a
brick, in which tea-
making things car be
stored, and on which
one might squat. They were a product of his first
visit to China, after whic‘l:nl he g;ermingoto :oerg.
only in carpentry, make only boxes. 2 short-liv
resolution and ?ne perfectly indicative of the way
he does things.

His room is full of boxes. Indeed, he inhabits a
box, a wooden platform with matring and sliding
paper screens. A ladder leads up to 8 second level
where everything is stored, in boxes. It is here
thar he works.

“It was in China that I discovered you do not
need furniture. The recessity of furniture is an il-
lusion. The only necessary things can be rolled
away.” )

And in Mongolia be discovered that archj-
tecture too is ao illosion. “Yurts. One can live
perfectly well in 2 yurt.™ -

Fortunately, “Egypt is not obsessed with
stones, Everything decays.”™

In 1991, as the Gulf War was raging, Chant
Avedissian went to Luxor. He stayed for several
months, during which he began to work with
stencils. The process is illuminating. He works
from photographs — magazine images published

"These Imnages are blown
up, partitioned into blocks of plain colour. The
stencil is made and then the colowr — pigment
mixed with gom Arabic — applied outo of
wrapping paper. barchers’ paper. sometimes cor-

..‘i

T o W i

- v ;

rugated cardboard. “The paper is not

r's T

agid free. ¥ authorship, deconstruction, dzseourse i

am not interested in permanence. At some point ghepmwordsofmelastma'mminvolmds”f
. . work is on scrolls, rolied away, neatly filed. The

these images will simply self-festruct.™ . -+ in his work C

The works that result are images of images.  -The stencils can be reprodnced — “anyone.” he
They ofter sirike a beroic note, yrtrajts.of ~ says, “can do it™ He does not pretend to an an-
key-players from the patiopalist beyday. There thoritative originality. These images of images
was always, of course, a propagandist element to - #xplore the way symbols shift, the way meanings
the photographs. and this is played- op, merci- - chdnge when they are put into different contexts.
lessly, so that many figures axe stack it the The images.are not-onginal —— no set of siguifi-
mock-heroic poses of socialist realism. The cap-  ers.cap be since they are all implicated in the ide-

tions, too, are kept. the stylised Arabic script be- - ologies — patterns of language or represéntation

coming one more decorative € . ~— of the cultures that produce or interpret themn.
The choice .is eclectic: a biscuit, Bimbo, or  ‘Fhe original photographs are historical docu-

Umm Kulthoum, Dalidz, 2 group of mirses, an  Ineats, of a kind. Bitt all this is water off a duck’s

hilariously camp photograph that accompdnied ™', . . o .

B erview: xilieey
and I will be a Ukxvainisn spy.”
- ;A!qdmoflhs.tem‘;;“:;:xso;
. ou see, everything wi -
“ised, will be-hieratic, very Pharson-
ic.” -Madern Cairo, a refleciion of
“the ‘West, has now mwoved East. A
corner of the reflected passage.
“There are conpections,” he says,
-mﬁmmmm :

. i , carpentry, boxes m
which to store things made in the
- past. But what next? - .-

stencils ‘themselves have become . increasingly
Far Eastern in feel. They o can be mounted, in
series, and folded away. The packaging is im-

Chant Avedissian is very ady.

' Uretil 3 May Chant Avedissian is exhibiting at

the Cultural Centre of Berchem, Antwerp .

Profile by Nigel Ryan .

an article on the ragedy of tie mother who has , ——=—
no daughter to help ber look afier her Sons. Noth- 3
ing is privileged in this mast catholic of de-
mocracies. .
Overmeﬂgéea{]sth:ndstencﬂs have become in-
creasingly flexible, oW can comprise -up o
20 separate sheets. These are carefully numbered,” 1
and then stored. There are hundreds, and each
ope is infinitely reproducible. Jost-take them out,.
apply the paint. - e o
So has Chant Avedissian consciously de-
veloped a method of working that copld serve as
a peat. pethaps. too neat. paradigm. of post-
modern practice” Significetion; appropriztion,

¥ Oh dear, I am still wembling from the paweriul
speech given by Mona Makram-Ebeid, the guest
of honour at the induction ceremony of the inier-
national Hall of Fame, The ceremony. which took
placeon!ﬁMamhmmegua_itbouseofmnS_ﬁhm
University, was ised with the cooperation of
the Cenge for Dem_lapmgM Engixassh le.gmgmg:f
Teaching. The c Mona w [

course hl.nt%givecdrgﬁwhm it is due, and pay trib-

_ute to the achievements of Mrs Suzémne Muo-

barak in the realm of education; then she pro-
ceeded to outline a complele programme which,
she. said, had to be followed if we want fo raise
ions of ible citizens. Dear Mona!
Shehassommh:;;husiasmglemﬁmdn?
chance to observe, she was not the oty
Maher Mahran, Nawal El-Degwi, Abdel-
Ghoffar Shukr and Hishan Sherif figured as
mminemlyinﬂmnwmﬂdism’bnﬂmwlmnsay
is that I feel confidems for our children’s fumre
with so many luminaries at the education helm.

& And darlings. since we are on the chapter of ed-
uca&ou.le:mgesmnind:muthauheNemen?es
College -Activitics Depanment wilf be presenting
a_musical performance by the school’s students,

enticingly tifled Clawns, on 3 April at 6.15pm in
Dales Hall, Ramses Coliege for Girls. See 'you
thera ther:, and make sure yoo don that ule black
number you have begn keeping for such a formal
occasion. Leave your tofS at home too: they are
pol really welcome, unless they are over five, and
exquisitely well-behaved, of course. .

. e [ have 1o share a secret with you. my siveats;

several vears I have been embarrassed by
for asking what I want for my birthday. It is
o Ccrass 1o just say, “something in gold with lois
of diamonds™ on the other hand, one un-

-

by Madame Sosoitris :

fortunately cannot trast every good friend to -
have impeccablé taste in everything... Tt has al- |- @
ways besn such a dilemma. Al this has |-
changed now, however, as you ‘mgy -already:-| .
imow — if, like me, you were invited 1o _fioal on-
the Hotsl Ship Imperial for an unforgemnable ave-
ning in celebration of the opening of Fifth-Av-;- | -
enve boutique and its new partaership with Tif- »
fany & Co. Mysood friend Dora_El-Chiati of
Fifth Aveane and Nabll Magri, Tiffany & (o,
vice-president for the Middle East division, said .
that they were duilled to be’ able to bring to 4.
Egypt items worthy of Holly Golightly. ;

o C - -
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